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If you’re a regular reader, 
you’ll know that Oscar, my 
Beardie, has Addison’s 
disease. (Before you glaze 
over, I’ll be brief. It’s quite 
rare and one of those nasty 
autoimmune conditions. His 
adrenal glands no longer 
produce the hormones 
needed to control his 
metabolism, sugar levels, 
blood pressure and stress.) 

Without drugs, he’d die. 
But on the drugs, he’s fine. 
His life expectancy is good 
and his quality of life is 
excellent.

There aren’t that many 
dogs diagnosed with this 
condition, probably around 
4,500 in the UK. It’s often 
missed and many dogs 
die, as it’s not something 
vets routinely look for. And 
when these dogs are in a 
crisis, there is a very narrow 
window in which to identify 
the problem and put it right.

When I researched this 
condition, I was amazed to 
find that, in the US, most 
dogs were being treated with 
a monthly injection of a drug 
called Percorten V. It was 
pretty much the same as 
the drug that kept President 
JFK alive. The dogs of Britain 
only had a human drug called 
Florinef. It wasn’t perfect, as 

it contained some ingredients 
that Addisonian dogs didn’t 
need, but it was the best 
we had.

Some dogs thrived, and 
others didn’t get on with it, 
needing astonishing quantities 
of the tablets administered 
morning and night. It was a 
very fragile drug that had 
to be kept in the fridge 
and there were sometimes 
supply problems, as there 
was only one manufacturer. 
And if your dog had an 
upset stomach, you’d be 
frightened that the drugs 
weren’t being absorbed.

Rolling the dice
I decided to try to move 
Oscar on to the injectable 
drug and while there was 
a huge amount of red tape 
and a considerable amount 
of duty to pay, it was much 
better and we hoped one 
day the parent company 
might make it available so 
all Addisonian dogs could 
choose between the tablets 
or the jab. But it didn’t make 
commercial sense.

Very few people followed 
our lead into international 
drug importation. People 
really didn’t want to change 
if their dog was stable on 
the tablets. 

Now this is where it 
turned into a bad Grisham 
novel plot.

With no warning, on 
29 February, Florinef, the 
existing drug that pretty 
much all UK Addisonian dogs 
relied on, was withdrawn 
from sale. There was panic 
and, worse, what seemed 
like heartless profiteering. 
One very frightened lady in 
Scotland found her monthly 
prescription now cost 
hundreds of pounds – eight 
times the previous month’s bill.

Thankfully, in early April, 
Zycortal, a new injectable 
Addisonian drug (very similar 
to Oscar’s American drug), 
was launched in the UK by 
Yorkshire-based Dechra. If 
they hadn’t, I really do think 
quite a few dogs would 
have been put to sleep as 
the existing drugs became 
unaffordable.

What I find very puzzling 
is the behaviour of Florinef’s 
manufacturer. On 1 March, 
Aspen started selling exactly 
the same tablet as Florinef, 
but under the drug’s generic 
name and at a shockingly 
increased price.

I have asked them to 
explain this, but as we go 
to press, they have not 
responded. r

Beverley Cuddy 
is Dogs Today’s 

Editor and 
publisher. She 

shares her life with 
Tess, a gorgeous 
rescued English 
Springer from 

Dogs Trust, Oscar, 
a very handsome 
Bearded Collie 

and newest pack 
member, Betty, 
an Old English x 

Golden Retriever-
ish dog from Many 
Tears. All three are 

firm friends and 
partners in crime.

Words: 
Beverley Cuddy
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someone stopped 
making the drug 
your dog needed, or 
infl ated the price to 
one that no normal 
person could afford?
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On the cover: 
Our cover star this month is Paddy 
the Pyrenean Mountain Dog, who is 
five years old. His owner, Collette 
Ferguson, has owned him since 
he was a puppy – although they 
spent a year apart when Paddy 
was stolen. Thankfully, he was 
recovered and now spends his 
time fundraising for Dogs Trust 
in pet stores and training to 
become a Pets As Therapy dog. 

Paddy’s hobbies include being cuddled and secretly rummaging 
through Collette’s kitchen cupboards when she goes out.

Photo by: Penel Malby (www.penelopemalbyphotography.co.uk)

Next issue on sale: Thursday 9 June
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              s a responsible 
                breeder of 
                 Cavalier King 
                    Charles Spaniels, 
                       Bridgette Evans 
has always tried to do what’s 
best for her puppies. Each 
one is fully vaccinated before 
leaving her, and Bridgette has 
always been unquestioning of 
the veterinary advice given to 
her – until very recently. She 
believes that every dog she’s 
taken for the L4 vaccine has 
suffered adverse effects.

“I have been breeding 
for 25 years,” Bridgette told 
us. “And I have never known 
anything like this. It’s killed 
one of my oldies in a pet 
home. I took in six puppies 
and eight adults, and every 
single dog had a reaction of 
various degrees.”

A litter Bridgette 
had vaccinated with L4 
developed swollen glands 
and inflammation at the 
injection site, with swelling 
up to the size of a golf 
ball. Their mother suffered 
from odd (but thankfully 
temporary) behavioural 
changes following 
vaccination, but another 
adult dog experienced a 
full-on vestibular attack, 

staggering around and 
failing to stay upright for 
more than half an hour.

Shocked, Bridgette went 
online to see if anyone had 
had similar experiences 
with their dogs. She was 
so inundated that she 
started her own Facebook 
group, ‘Nobivac Lepto 4’, to 
catalogue owner testimonies. 
Today the group has well 
over 4,000 members.

Looking through the 
cases, what is striking is the 
range of reactions. Owners 
report anything from mood 
changes, facial swelling 
and lumps, to epilepsy, 
blindness, neurological 
damage, organ failure, and, in 
some incidences, death – all 
within various timeframes 
of receiving L4, whether the 
very next day or within a few 
weeks. All ages, and various 
breeds and sizes of dog 
have been reported to be 
affected. 

Lost information
Of course, these problems 
could be coincidental – but 
this should not stop vets 
recording them as possible 
adverse reactions. Many of 
the owners who contacted 

us were frustrated by the 
attitude of their vets, who 
had refused to consider a 
link to the vaccine, saying 
it ‘wasn’t something they 
had seen before’, and 
had failed to report back 
through the necessary 
channels. Surely any 
concern, however small or 
extraordinary, or unlikely, is 
worth at least logging?

A spokesperson for MSD 
Animal Health, the producers 
of Nobivac L4, told us in a 
statement that reporting 
potential adverse effects is 
essential.

“Nothing is more important 
to MSD Animal Health than 
the safety and efficacy 
of our products, and the 
health and well-being of 
animals. Nobivac L4, was 
launched in 2013 across 
Europe and is one of the 
most widely used vaccines 
for dogs with several million 
doses being used annually. 

“As a responsible animal 
health company, we take 
every adverse reaction 
report seriously and 
investigate thoroughly. The 
overall frequency of all 
pharmacovigilance reports 
received for this product is 

what regulatory authorities 
classify as ‘rare’.  

“The safety profiles of 
veterinary pharmaceuticals 
and vaccines are established 
from rigorous clinical trials 
and safety warnings for 
the product are provided 
on the product data sheet. 
All suspected adverse 
events need to be reported 
through the correct 
channels so that they can 
be properly recorded, 
investigated, reviewed and 
lead to appropriate actions 
concerning the adverse event 
section of the Summary of 
Product Characteristics.”

Traceability
When we asked the National 
Office of Animal Health, 
they too emphasised the 
importance of reporting 
reactions, as this is the only 
way to get a complete and 
on-going picture of how a 
medicine may be affecting 
our pets.

“As part of the regulatory 
process for veterinary 
medicines, there is an 
official process called the 
Suspected Adverse Reaction 
Surveillance Scheme, run by 
Defra’s executive agency, 
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Canine cases of the bacterial infection leptospirosis are springing 
up in pockets of the UK, and it has vets reaching for an extra 
needle. But it isn’t just the regular ‘anti-vaccers’ that are speaking 
out against Nobivac L4, a new vaccine from MSD Animal Health…

Should I worry 
about L4?
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the Veterinary Medicines 
Directorate (VMD), which 
investigates any possible 
reaction to any veterinary 
medicine and vaccine.

Veterinary surgeons – and 
indeed, dog owners – are 
encouraged to report any 
suspected medicine-related 
problems through this 
process.”

It seems the guidelines 
aren’t always being followed. 
And for the suspected 
reactions to L4 that are 
actually reported, there 
are signs they aren’t being 
correctly considered.

For Catherine O’Driscoll, of 
the watchdog group Canine 
Health Concern, research 
into potential problems 
with L4 has been incredibly 
difficult. She expressed 
particular concern to us that 
the VMD has only published 
leptospirosis vaccine 
reactions within all ‘core 
vaccine’ reactions.

The VMD’s 2014 Review 
of Adverse Events Report 
states, “…we have classified 
core vaccines as those 
giving protection against any 
combination of distemper, 
parvovirus, adenovirus, 
parainfluenza and/or 
leptospirosis. We have done 
this as in the UK, dogs are 

almost invariably vaccinated 
against leptospirosis at 
the same time as the other 
diseases, which makes it 
very difficult to determine 
which vaccine component 
is responsible for the signs 
observed.”

Unknown entity
This doesn’t seem fair. 
Many of the owners who 
contacted us stated that 
their dogs had been routinely 
vaccinated their whole lives 
without any problems – but 
at the first dose of the new 
L4 – which, remember, is 
only three years old – their 
dogs had experienced 
suspected reactions. So 
why are potential reactions 
to a non-core, relatively new 
vaccine being lumped in with 
older, established, much 
more commonly administered 
vaccines, instead of being 
separately scrutinised?

The European Medicines 
Agency has singled out 
L4, however, stating in 
its own 2014 report that 
several suspected ‘signals’ 
were identified, “mainly 
relating to anaphylaxis and 
various immune-mediated 
conditions, such as anaemia, 
thrombocyteopenia and 
arthritis.” t
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Leptospirosis is a bacterial disease that has many 
different strains and affects many species, with 
differing results. In humans it is known as Weil’s 

disease and typically causes mild flu-like symptoms, 
including headaches and chills. In severe cases it can 
lead to organ failure and bleeding.

There are hundreds of strains worldwide, with only 
eight known to affect dogs. The L4 vaccine covers four 
strains found in Europe.

How do dogs contract it?
Leptospirosis is spread through the urine of infected 
wildlife, such as mice and rats. When dogs come 
into contact with this via infected soil or water, they 
become infected themselves. Dogs living in rural areas 
or who walk in woodland are therefore more likely to 
be affected. It can also pass between infected dogs.

Why is leptospirosis dangerous?
It affects the liver and kidneys primarily, causing fatal 
organ failure if not spotted and treated. It can also 
affect the heart and eyes. Symptoms of leptospirosis 
include tiredness, reduced appetite and increased 
thirst, vomiting, bloody diarrhoea, a high temperature 
and jaundice. Antibiotic treatment can be successful, 
but prognosis is dependent on how quickly the disease 
is detected. Fluid therapy can also be used to help 
flush out the kidneys.

What should I do?
There have been recent recorded outbreaks of 
leptospirosis in areas including Somerset and south 
Wales. The best advice to speak to your vet and find 
out if your dog is at risk locally. If there have been 
cases of leptospirosis nearby, it is worth finding out 
which strain – it may be one covered by the previous 
L2 vaccine. We have heard reports of vets who have 
reverted back to this version.

What is leptospirosis

We took our healthy 
four-year-old Rottie 
cross, Flacco, for his 
booster in January, as we 
are home boarders and 
so are required to keep 
up-to-date vaccinations. 
Two weeks later, at 7am, 
we were woken to the 
sound of loud banging 
and were horrified to 
find him convulsing 
violently and foaming 
at the mouth. It lasted 
about five minutes and he eventually 
calmed down. We took him straight to the vet, who 
immediately diagnosed him with idiopathic epilepsy. 

Two months later and Flacco is having a seizure or 
two a week. When we asked if there could be a link 
between the lepto vaccine and the seizures, the vet’s 
response was, “A load of rubbish!” We, however, do not 
think this is the case!

Jennifer Muir

booster in January, as we 

about five minutes and he eventually 

Case study
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It has advised MSD to 
compare L4 reactions to 
those recorded from the 
previous leptospirosis 
vaccine, which protects 
against just two strains. No 
conclusions have yet been 
reached, and L4, of course, is 
still on the market.

L4 reactions are 
potentially both seriously 
underreported and 
understudied. With this 
in mind, is it even worth 
vaccinating against 
leptospirosis? 

Vet Richard Allport says, 
“Leptospirosis vaccines 

are ‘non core’ – that is, they 
are not recommended by 
veterinary vaccine experts 
to be given routinely to dogs, 
unless at high risk. One of the 
four strains of leptospirosis in 
L4 isn’t found in the UK, only 
in continental Europe, so of 
no benefit to dogs in the UK, 
and there is some evidence 
that lepto vaccines are 
more likely to cause adverse 
effects, especially in small 
breeds, than other vaccines. 
Leptospirosis is a bacterial 
disease and therefore (unlike 
viral diseases) is treatable 
with antibiotics.

“So my advice is that there 
is no significant advantage 
in the new L4; as a new 
vaccine there is little known 
about adverse effects so 
far; and as all lepto vaccines 
can cause adverse effects, 
and lepto is a non-core 
vaccine, there is little logic 
in using it. Ask your vet if 
there have been any local 
cases of leptospirosis and 
if not, vaccination is almost 

certainly not logical on a risk/
benefit analysis.”

Vaccination is without a 
doubt one of the greatest 
scientific achievements of 
all time, preventing suffering 
and death in many species 
worldwide. But should we 
always accept every new 
vaccine unquestioningly? r
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This is a 10-week-old 
Gordon Setter puppy 
whose face started 
swelling within two hours 
of the injection. All of 
my puppies had nasty 
lumps at the injection 
site. The vet reported 
the reaction to the 
manufacturers and I 
have not heard anything 
since. After a steroid 
injection and Piriton, the 
swelling was gone in 24 hours, but still it’s frightening to 
wonder if she has another injection, will the reaction be 
even worse?

Jean Collins-Pitman

swelling was gone in 24 hours, but still it’s frightening to 

Case study

Has your dog suffered a 
suspected adverse 
reaction to the L4 
vaccine? Make sure your 
vet has reported it, or 
report to the VMD 
yourself via www.gov.uk 
/report-veterinary-
medicine-problem

You can also join 
Bridgette’s Facebook 
group for support and 
discussion – search for 
‘Nobivac Lepto 4 – our 
experiences’. 

More info

1_Vaccine Reactions.indd   12 29/04/2016   17:41



She’s adopted us, really as 
much as we’ve adopted her
Our dogs and cats need to be rescued.
A Battersea pet  will rescue you too.

battersea.org.uk
Find your perfect pet at

#WhoNeedsWho

DT0616_013.indd   1 26/04/2016   16:19



Who is the best 
shopper in show?

K-nine news
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We gave some of our readers a shopping challenge: 
spend £10 at Crufts! We think they all have a very 
good nose for the best buys – but some of them 
strayed into a different price bracket…

Zoe Le Carpentier
Crufts is my shopping 
trip of the year. I 
decided to concentrate 
on finding a £10 toy 
to add to our auction 
in June, to help raise 
funds for Galgos 
del Sol before our 
volunteering week in 
Spain.

On the Kong stand, 
I found some Squeez toys for £6-£8, which 
are made of a soft but durable rubber and 
inside there is a crackle. 

Pet Munchies had some small food toys 
available at £2 – simple to stuff a couple 
of treats inside and made of relatively 
durable rubber, with small nodules on 
the outside.

Doggie Solutions also had a three-for-two 
offer on Skinneeez toys. I bought two for 
Mosca and Pelucchi, and so the third 
will also go into the auction.

shopper in show?
We gave some of our readers a shopping challenge: 

I found some Squeez toys for £6-£8, which 

Clare Coombs
I spent my £10 on treats for Mr T – can’t remember where 
we went! Womble was treated to a beautiful new collar and 
matching lead from Doggy BoHo. As you can see, Mr T’s nose 
detected the carob cookie during his photo session, so he 
helped himself!
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Yvonne Goode
With nine dogs at home (eight 
rescues), I usually get stuff 
to use in my auctions for 
Romanian rescues. I found a 
huge pile of very good dog 
coats and jumpers at just 
£10 each from Rogz Buster 
and Oster.

The dogs’ favourite was 
definitely £10 of handmade 
treats from Daisy’s Dog 
Deli – yummy muffins and 
biscuits.
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Lucy Smith
I bought 10 Woof and Brew calming doggie tea bags in 
an ornamental little pot for £5. They are made of crushed 
flowers to help calm dogs, so I purchased these for our 
rescued Staffie cross for firework night.

These sausage, chicken, and liver sticks from Bow 
Wow Dog Snacks are incredible! They were five for £5, 
and although they don’t look much, the dogs absolutely 
love them. This year I asked the man to kindly break them 
in half so they didn’t stick out of my bag too much, as 
last year I went home with bits missing, as random dogs 
kept nibbling them! They are like a magnet to dogs! 

I spent another £10 on a signed copy of the latest 
in Rupert Fawcett’s Off the Leash books, with free 
bookmarks of one of his fantastic cartoon strips, and I also 
got my copy of Dogs Today signed by the lovely Supervet 
himself, Noel Fitzpatrick – which is obviously priceless!

Emma Judson
I went into this challenge in 
full-on ‘blagging’ mode with no 
shame and a big sticker saying 
‘It’s my birthday’! I also did my 
final shop when stallholders 
were packing up and trying to 
get rid of stuff... 

The Bionic Stuffer is part of 
a range of toys that dogs can 

chew and gnaw on even when not stuffed. Most of the 
range can be filled with dry food or treats, or smeared 
with paste. This cost £12 from Canny Dog.

The little yellow Goughnut was £10 and is for moderate 
chewers, but there is a black version for mega-chewers. 
Unlike other rubber toys, it doesn’t have a vile smell, 
aside from being long-lasting and really irresistible to 
power chewers. The Goughnut has a red inner core – 
once your dog reaches that, no matter how old the toy is, 
they guarantee to replace it with a new one!

Emma Judson
I went into this challenge in 
full-on ‘blagging’ mode with no 
shame and a big sticker saying 
‘It’s my birthday’! I also did my 

chew and gnaw on even when not stuffed. Most of the 

More best buys 
overleaf  t
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Helen Verity
I bought Daisy’s Dog Deli lamb 
hotpot for my 15-year-old, as 
he can’t manage biscuits any 
more – just £2.75. There was 
a sale on welly boots – £5 for 
dogs. No idea if they will wear 
them, but my oldie has dry 
                     feet and gets 
                    so cold in winter.

Clare Williams
If you had a category called 
‘Slightly Disturbing But I Kinda 
Like It’, then I’d pick these 
life-size Schnauzer toys for 
£34.99 at JMS International! 

Sprout loved this tuggy toy, 
£7.99, made from a milk liner 
(from a milking machine) – think 
they call it ‘repurposing’! 

I thought the 
Foobler from 
The Company 
of Animals was 
a great idea – a 
timed-release 
treat ball, £18. 
It might be good 
for Open Paw 
at the NAWT!

Sarah Stobbart
If money was no object, I found 
this very fancy massage coat 
for dogs, which stimulates the 
muscles and can be used to warm 
up and cool down before and 
after exertion. This one was £144.

We bought our Felix a few 
birthday cigars 
(£2.50 each) 
and two slices 
of birthday 
cake for him to 
share (at £2.75 
each)… and I bought a Hyper Pet K9 Kannon 
Dog Ball Launcher (which, if I’m honest, is as 
much a toy for me!) for a special show price 
of £20, with a free pack of four balls.

Samantha Bowman 
I spent my £10 on a figure-
of-eight head collar from 
Swag (South-West Agility 
Supplies). This is exactly what 
I wanted for Ollie, my young 
rescue dog. He pulls like a train 
and, with seven dogs to walk, 
it can be a bit of a nightmare. 
I wanted something I can put 
on quickly and for it to be 
effective. Ollie hates it; I love it.

Samantha Bowman 
I spent my £10 on a figure-
of-eight head collar from 
Swag (South-West Agility 
Supplies). This is exactly what 

and, with seven dogs to walk, 

them, but my oldie has dry 
                     feet and gets 
                    so cold in winter.

Kheva, Rumour & Jinty 
On All Sorts For Dogs, we bought three cage balls. We 
love them because they have a handle, rather than just 
a loop – £4 each. We also bought a larger cage ball with 
a squeaky ball inside. We have never had something so 
amazing, and this is now our most prized jackpot toy for 
when we’re doing clever things with Mum! 

Finally, we bought three yummy raw marrow bones 
from Natures Menu (£2). 

  Dogs Today June 2016

Finally, we bought three yummy raw marrow bones 

Clare Boulton
These soft toys were 
two for £10 from Dapper 
Pets. They were a great 
size and well made (very 
strong and washable). 
My five-year-old 
daughter, Freya, thought 
they were awesome.

Clare Boulton
These soft toys were 
two for £10 from Dapper 

birthday cigars 
(£2.50 each) 
and two slices 
of birthday 
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K-nine news Words: Beverley Cuddy r Illustration: Kevin Brockbank

The dog world had three years to prepare for the 6 April deadline 
– so why the last-minute panic and microchip meltdown? 

last-minute 
surge of people 
microchipping 
their dogs 

caused 
a meltdown at Petlog, 
Britain’s largest chip 
database. Numerous rescue 
organisations reported 
concerns. Lost paperwork, 
huge backlogs, security 
breaches… confidence and 
morale couldn’t be lower. 

Petlog launched a new 
website in its busiest ever 
week and it necessitated 
users needing new access 
codes before dog wardens, 
rescues and implanters 
could access it. People were 
spending hours on the phone, 
trying to get through.

And when some rescues 
got the new codes, they were 
very surprised to find they 
could remove lost or stolen 
dog flags from records and 
change the ownership details. 
They seemed trusted to do 
almost anything they wanted. 

I asked Petlog about 
these concerns and was told, 
“All welfare organisations 
are verified before any 
account access is granted 
to the Petlog database 
and no unofficial welfare 
organisations would be 
granted access. Welfare 
organisations need to be 
either a registered charity, 
listed in the Kennel Club 
breed rescue directory, or a 
member of the Association 
of Dogs and Cats Homes.”

However, the first three 
people I asked that didn’t 
fulfil this criteria had recently 
obtained their codes just 
by sending in a piece of 
headed notepaper. 

Don’t get me wrong, I know 
these people and they are 
trustworthy, but they don’t 
fit Petlog’s stated criteria. 
They’d prefer me not to 
name them, as they need 
their access codes. They 
didn’t hide that they weren’t 
registered charities or not 
listed in the directory. 

As I don’t know anyone 
who buys and sells dogs on 
Gumtree, I can’t ask them 
if they have also obtained 
access codes.

Wishful thinking
Petlog reassured me, “Welfare 
organisations are bound by 
their own code of practice 
and welfare standard 
operating procedure. This 
ensures they check the 
status and keepership of 
every pet; if pets are gifted, 
they are required to check 
that the person gifted is the 
registered keeper on the 
database, and if a pet is 
marked lost or stolen, they 
must first try to reunite the 
pet and keeper and then the 
seven-day rule would apply to 
the welfare organisations.”

But if they allow people 
codes that don’t fulfil their 
own criteria, those words 
sound much more like 
wishful thinking than fraud 

prevention. These codes can 
be shared and then shared 
again. One person in the 
chain’s judgement might be 
flawed. Imagine someone 
malicious getting on to the 
database and just deleting 
things or harvesting the 
information for profit? 

Another way
Petlog isn’t the only chip 
database in the UK. I spoke 
to the MD of another 
company, Avid, about its 
database’s security system 
and it did sound impressive, 
rather like the one used in 
online banking. They were 
very hot on fraud prevention.

I asked Doglost, whose 
police co-ordinator, Jane 
Frankland, told me, “The 
ability for people to change 
ownership details is very 
worrying, as missing and 
stolen dogs can be registered 
to a new owner with no 
further checks made to the 
current registered keeper. 
We were led to believe 
that only dog wardens and 
vets, or rescues registered 
with local authorities were 
able to do this. We are very 
concerned that checks are 
not being made on the people 
requesting this change of 
ownership and that this will 
make it far more difficult for 
us to pursue dog theft.” 

Industry expert Richard 
Fry is the MD of Micro ID, 
the innovative, smaller chip 
that uses Petlog’s database. 

Before that, he was the MD 
of Avid. Despite the latest 
blip, he thinks Petlog is 
probably one of the most 
stable and reliable of all the 
databases.

Richard said, “The fact 
that anyone can sign up with 
Defra to provide microchips 
and/or a database, paying 
lip service to the regulations, 
means there are quite a 
few people jumping on 
the bandwagon. Most will 
disappear when they realise 
that the market in the UK will 
not sustain what is now about 
16 chip providers and at least 
12 databases. 

“Petlog, with KC support, 
has had to invest a serious 
amount of money to make 
it work.”

Historical issues
Richard is concerned about 
the influx of new chip and 
database providers, and fears 
their interest may only be 
temporary. There is precedent. 
In the 1990s, I remember 
several companies launching 
expensive dog registration 
schemes that took people’s 
money for an all-of-life 
service and then liquidated.

“We are very concerned 
about the issues with the 
new databases with no 
resources. Defra will not 
do anything about it; they 
expect the industry to keep 
itself clean. One database 
we heard of last week is 
charging £30 after the chip 

Petlog jam
A
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is inserted and they do 
not even have government 
approval.”

Richard feels that the 
government missed a trick; 
they could have done what 
he did with Avid in Poland 25 
years ago.

“We got all the local 
authorities, the vets and the 
welfare organisations together 

and gave all dogs a free 
microchip. The local council 
then charged the owner a fee 
of £10 for each dog on their 
council tax. This then paid for 
all the support services of 
dog police and waste bins, 
and ensured that only dog 
owners paid for the costs to 
the community. It also got 
all the latchkey dogs off the 

street and cleaned up the 
stray problem.”

Missed opportunity
What a very great shame our 
government didn’t do that; 
it sounds a very sensible 
solution.

Hopefully, Petlog will get 
through its backlog and 
perhaps implement some 

measures to restore confidence 
in the security of the system. 

Some people are now 
liking Petlog’s new website, 
with one user commenting, 
“Now we at last have 
access, it is a great facility 
and very easy to use. So 
sad that it took having to go 
through hell and high water 
to get it, though.” r
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L auren Brattle, of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
was heartbroken 
when Benji, her 

Old English Sheepdog pup, 
died suddenly. Heartbreak 
turned into horror when she 
realised that he had been 
killed by none other than her 
boyfriend, who had drowned 
Benji in a scalding hot bath.

Anthony Bruce had been 
torturing the pup behind 
Lauren’s back for months, 
force-feeding him toilet paper 
to make him ill. Lauren, who 
wants to have nothing more 
to do with her former partner, 
says he killed Benji because 
he was jealous of the 
attention she gave her pup. 

Bruce was sentenced 
to just 16 weeks in a young 
offender institution and 
received a lifetime ban on 
keeping animals. This might 
prevent him from torturing 
and killing any more dogs 
like Benji, but if someone is 
controlling enough to kill a 
pup out of jealousy, what 
might he do to his next 
girlfriend if angered? If he 
and Lauren had children, 
would he have gone as far 
as harming them, if they 
received too much attention?

The scenario is not 
as far-fetched as it may 
seem. The link between 
cruelty against animals and 
violence against people 
– children and vulnerable 
adults alike – is well known. 
In the US, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
has begun tracking animal 
cruelty, labelling it as a 
crime against society that 
is often an “early indicator 
of violent crime”. 

Link up
In the UK, the National Police 
Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) 
has recently argued that a 
government agency would 
be better equipped than 
the RSPCA to prosecute 
animal cruelty cases, and 
with greater accountability. 
Among the arguments 
for the change was the 
fact that “there is a well-
evidenced link between 
fatal dog attacks and animal 
welfare, along with growing 
research to suggest that 
animal cruelty can be linked 
to domestic abuse.”

To be fair, this is an issue 
the RSPCA has been working 
on since 2001 – when, along 
with the National Society for 

the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children (NSPCC), the 
charity hosted conferences 
discussing the link between 
animal cruelty, domestic 
violence and child abuse.  

United front
A multi-agency group, the Links 
Group, was thus established 
to raise the profile of the 
issue, to “encourage relevant 
research, and to promote good 
working practice in relation 
to cross-reporting between 
agencies”. For example, the 
RSPCA reports to the NSPCC 
any cases where a child might 
be in danger of abuse, and 
the NSPCC does likewise for 
animals. Other charities and 
agencies that are part of the 
Links Group include Dogs Trust, 
PDSA, Blue Cross, Women’s 
Aid, Endeavour and the British 
Veterinary Association. 

With such a multi-faceted 
issue, each member’s 
experience matters. Charities 
such as Dogs Trust, the 
RSPCA and Endeavour (a 
charity that supports women 
and children experiencing 
domestic violence and abuse 
in the north-west) run pet-
fostering schemes to allow 
victims of domestic abuse to P
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Cruelty 
crackdown 
Dogs are the most mistreated pets in England and 
Wales, according to the RSPCA’s latest cruelty 
statistics. Out of all complaints investigated by 
the charity, 57 per cent involved dogs, while cats 
were a distant second with 24 per cent. Yet 
despite a proven link between cruelty to animals 
and violent crimes against people, perpetrators 
often get little more than a slap on the wrist…

K-nine news
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leave the household without 
worrying about leaving their 
pet with their abuser, so they 
can be reunited once they 
have secured a safe place 
to stay. 

Among the people helped 
by such schemes are Anne 
and her dog Barney, a six-
year-old Staffordshire Bull 
Terrier. Anne had fled her 
violent partner, but could not 

go to a refuge or temporary 
accommodation, as Barney 
was not allowed there. The 
two were left living in Anne’s 
car until the police notified 
Endeavour, and a temporary 
foster home was found for 
Barney, who was in a bad 
way, as Anne’s partner did not 
allow her the money needed 
to take him to the vet.

Both are now doing well, 

Anne in a refuge and Barney 
in foster care, and they look 
forward to being reunited. 

Fear factor
Vicki Betton, PDSA policy and 
campaigns manager, says, 
“The bond between people 
and their pets is wonderful, 
but an abuser can use it to 
keep control over their victim. 
The animal is not always 

harmed, but fear will often 
keep someone from trying to 
get away.”

“However, sometimes one’s 
animal being hurt might be 
an incentive for victims to 
speak out, and vets are in the 
ideal position to pick up the 
signs that something might be 
wrong at home,” Vicki adds. 
“The Links Group aims to give 
vets clear guidelines on how 
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The bond between people and  
their pets is wonderful,  
but an abuser can use it  

to keep control over their victim
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to act in such cases, and 
how best to direct a victim to 
agencies who can help them 
– and their pets.”

The British Small Animal 
Veterinary Association (BSAVA) 
held a press conference 
during its annual congress in 
April, to discuss this link and 
launch a new resource aimed 
at veterinary professionals. 

Guiding light
“In the past year, the Links 
Group has completed work 
on a 12-page leaflet that 
introduces the concept of 
non-accidental injury and 
sketches out a protocol to 
approach these complex 
cases,” a BSAVA statement 
reads. “A longer and more 
comprehensive guidance 
document gives in-depth 
explanations of the subject 
of animal abuse and its 
possible link to human abuse. 
These documents will be sent 
to every veterinary surgeon in 
Great Britain.”

The Links practice poster 
will be prepared this summer, 
to help veterinary staff ask 
the right questions without 
alarming or upsetting the 
client, and cards with useful 

contact details have also 
been produced, to be handed 
to those who need them.

Of course, not all animal 
abusers take their cruelty out 
on their own pets. Chunky, 
a Chihuahua cross (pictured 
below), was stolen by 
teenagers who then tortured 
him for hours before leaving 
him for dead in a rubbish bin. 

RSPCA inspector Caroline 
Doe said, “These youths 
admitted feeding him drugs 
and kicking and punching 
him, and wringing and 
breaking his neck before 
dumping him. They also said 
they set fire to his face 
and eyes after lighting a 
deodorant aerosol can.”

The pup survived the 
ordeal and has since been 
returned to his owner, while 
his torturers, who also 
confessed to being under 
the influence of drugs at 
the time, received extremely 
lenient sentences and a 
five-year ban from keeping 
animals. The decision caused 
an outcry from the British 
public, and a petition was set 
up to ask for animal abusers 
to be placed on an Animal 
Cruelty Register and banned 
from keeping animals for life. 

To date, more than half a 
million people have signed 
the petition at www.change.
org/p/david-cameron-mp-
justice-for-chunky r

Pug cross puppy Ruby 
was kicked so hard in the 
face that a piece of her 
jaw the size of a five-
pence piece came out. 
Her former owner also 
pleaded guilty to killing a 
cat called Larry. He was 
jailed for six months and 
banned from keeping 
animals for life. 

William the Lurcher was 
handed into the RSPCA 
centre in Allesley, 
Coventry, by a couple 
who said they had found 
him in the streets. The 
pair turned out to be 
the starved puppy’s 
owners. They received 
a suspended 12-week 
sentence, plus a ban on 
keeping animals, which 
they can appeal against 
in five years’ time.  

This Staffordshire Bull 
Terrier was stabbed 
11 times before being 
dumped in a bin to bleed 
for 15 hours before she 
was found. Sadly, by then 
it was too late to save 
her. Her owner pleaded 
guilty and was banned 
from keeping animals for 
life – but jailed for only 
10 weeks. 

Cruelty cases

The Links Group has completed 
work on a 12-page leaflet 
that introduces the concept 

of non-accidental injury and 
sketches out a protocol to 
approach these complex cases
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GRANT
SHARPLES

All online orders are fulfilled by one of our trade partners…

Buy online at shop.sharplesgrant.com

Think
about 
it …!

Our Safety Harnesses and Belts are designed with your pet’s safety
and comfort in mind. Using these ensures that your dog is secure
when travelling in a vehicle in the case of sudden braking, 
swerving or collision. They further help to improve safety by 
keeping them from moving around the vehicle, therefore 
reducing distractions to the driver. There are four sizes of 
Safety Harness made from strong, durable and non irritating 
nylon webbing, that are fully adjustable to meet the size  
of your dog. Whilst the belts are made 
from durable polyester webbing. 

You wouldn’t travel 
without your seat belt on… 
so why should your dog ?

Available from all good pet stores nationwide
or call 01704 550044 for your nearest stockist

Protect
your dog as you 
would yourself or

your children…
keep them

Safe’n’Sound !
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I
f you’re a dog owner, 
you may have given 
in to the fact that 
dog hair is part of the 
décor. Fourteen per 

cent of owners who took 
part in our survey said it was 
impossible to be house-
proud and have dogs, but 
28% disagreed, saying a tidy 
home can be achieved with 
careful planning and effort. 

Fur free 
Almost a third of owners 
(29%) who took part had 
one dog, 36% had two and 

35% had three or more. 
Over half (54%) had other 
pets as well. Fourteen per 
cent described their dogs’ 
shedding as ‘excessive’ 
and this included infamous 
shedding breeds, such as 
the Siberian Husky and 
Labrador Retriever. 

Besides vacuum cleaners, 
you suggested lint rollers, 
a damp sponge or cloth, 
frequent grooming, rubber 
brooms, packaging tape 
and even clogs as ways of 
keep pet hair off upholstery, 
carpet and clothes. 

Sixteen per cent of our 
survey takers had done away 
with carpets completely in 
the home, compared to 32% 
who were still battling on. 
One person even suggested 
buying brown carpets to 
match the fur and mud.

But that wasn’t uncommon, 
as 14% said they pick 
furniture that doesn’t show 
up the mud, and 3% admitted 
matching furniture to the dog. 

Whiffs & pongs 
We asked how you mask 
doggie odours in the home: 

66% said washing the 
dog’s bedding 

had the best effect

55% said opening 
windows helped

47% said bathing the 
dog helped

Other suggestions included: 
candles/incense burners 
(28%), furniture/household 
sprays (25%), and dog 
perfume (7%). 

22%  said they didn’t 
use anything, 

either because their dog 
doesn’t smell or, as one 
person said, “Why would I 

Words: Megan Chapple

Spick 
and spaniel  
Last month we launched our spring clean survey and more than 130 of 
you took part, telling us the best ways of keeping pet homes spotless…

K-nine news
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want to hide the smell of my 
dogs? I love my dogs!”

Suck it up
Our survey revealed that 
almost 80% of dog owners 
strongly consider their pets 
when buying a vacuum, 
and only 3% said they don’t 
consider them at all.

It might be the most 
important cleaning 
appliance you own and 
as 52% said they vacuum 
every day – three per 
cent vacuum twice a day 
– it needs to live up to the 
task. The most common 
form of ‘vacuum death’ in 
our survey was hair – more 
specifically dog hair.

What makes a good 
vacuum?

80% said ease of 
emptying

67% said powerful 
suction 

20% thought the 
average life 

expectancy for a vacuum 
was five years, but an 
optimistic 14% said vacuums 
should last over 10 years.

An unfortunate 45% had 
owned a vacuum that hadn’t 
even reached the six-month 
mark, with Hoover models 
being the worst offenders, 
and Dirt Devil and Electrolux 
coming joint second. 

r Dyson
Dyson topped our survey 
not only as the brand most 
people had tried (over 80%), 
but also the brand people 
were most satisfied with 
(67%); 43% currently owned 
a Dyson model and 82% of 
owners described the general 
manoeuvring as ‘very easy’, 
with 92% saying their Dyson 
was easy to clean and 76% 
recommending the brand. 
You said: “Dog grooming 
brush is amazing.” 

r Vax
Vax was also popular: 46% 
had tried a Vax model, of the 
11% that currently own a Vax 
model, 73% said price was a 
big factor in the decision. 
Half said they were 
impressed 
with their 
purchase, 
but 31% 

found it too large. Almost all 
(92%) said their Vax was easy 
to empty and over half (54%) 
would recommend. 
You said: “Cable is short; it’s 
a pain to change quickly to 
the hose.” (Vax VRS114 Air3 
Pet Plus)

“Super pet hair cleaning. 
Easy to manoeuvre. Quiet. 
Excellent job. Fast.”
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“ Brush the dog outside 
every day, which 
stops shedding 
and dust”

“ Feeding your dog a 
raw diet stops so much 
dirt and shedding, and 
also stops the ‘doggie’ 
smell”

“ Crocs on your hands, 
rubbed on the carpet 
and sofa, get pet hair 
off a treat.”

“ Baby wipes are great 
at getting pawprints 
off leather sofas”

“ We have taught the 
boys to ‘wash your 
feet’ before they 
come in the house”

“ Dirt trapper mats at 
all the doors make a 
huge difference”

You can go all out like 
Helen in Lancashire...

“ Downstairs doggy 
shower room. Fully 
tiled area for them 
to shake after, dog 
flap so they can go 
in and out during the 
day, totally escape-
proof garden - cost a 
bomb! Soggy Doggy 
door mats and Turtle 
Mats, puppy sofa and 
leather puppy chair 
for them to lie on, 
which matches décor.”

Or concede defeat 
and just...

“ Accept yours is the 
smelliest house on 
the street...” 
as one owner told us.

Your top tips...

“
How does your 
dog react to 
vacuuming? 

58% moves/
runs away 

9% barks/growls/
attacks 

23% no reaction/
didn’t respond 

10% plays with 
the vacuum

t

Dogs Today June 2016 25

Brand loyalty

40% said picking a brand they 
trusted was important

31% said their current vacuum was 
recommended to them

21% said price was a factor - a 
surprisingly low number

Those who looked at cost often went for a 
Vax. Those who went on recommendation 
or the most trusted brand often chose a 
Dyson. The least well known of the brands in 
our survey were Neato (75% hadn’t heard of 
the brand), Thomas (64%) and Sebo (54%). 

Top brands
Of the all the names you mentioned, 
these were the five most popular 
and this is what you had to say 
about them…
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G-Tech Air Ram K9 
and Multi (kit)
RRP: £249 & £149
Size/weight: Small and light
Runtime: Over 30 minutes
Noise: Average

G-Tech said:
Enjoy high performance, lightweight, 
cordless freedom with ‘extra tough 
features’ to cope with the strain of pet 
hair. Refillable lavender-scented filters, 
up to 40 minutes of run time, and a 
removable tray for easy emptying. 
The Multi is also cordless with nine 
cleaning modes.

We said:
We hadn’t heard of this brand before 
and it was a little louder than expected, 
but it compensates for this by being 
very light and easy to move around. It’s 
cordless, so no need to keep changing 
plug sockets. Fantastic battery life 
(lasted three days without a charge).

This was our second-place kit and 
by a narrow margin. Great selection 
of tools and exceptionally powerful – 
especially for a cordless. We would 
recommend.
Our rating: 18/20

r Hoover
Hoover models had been tried 
by almost half of our survey-
takers, but 66% of those 
were dissatisfied with how 
theirs coped with pet hair. 
Half chose the model based 
on price, and half described 
general manoeuvring as 
easy, but difficult on ceilings 
(33%), under furniture (33%), 
stairs (38%) and curtains 
(43%). Two-thirds said it was 
easy to empty, and 56% said 
they would recommend. 
You said: “Cheap but works 
great. Had it for three 
years.” (Hoover Windtunnel)

“It works beautifully and 
being a bagged machine is 
easy to clean out.” (Hoover 
Tempo)

r Henry
Nearly half the respondents 
(48%) had tried a Henry, 
Hetty or Harry – the pet-
friendly model – and 10% 
currently owned one. Over 
half (54%) were satisfied with 
how it coped with pet hair, 
and 44% would recommend. 
A third said that it was 
surprisingly heavy. 
You said: “Difficult to keep 
pulling around the room, 
nightmare to do stairs with, 
as it’s very heavy to hold 
and won’t balance on one 
stair by itself.”

“Overall good quality, but 
quite heavy to carry. Nozzle 
wears down very quickly 
and has to be replaced 
yearly.”

r Miele 
A quarter had tried a Miele 
and 70% were satisfied 
with the results. A third 
of these currently owned 
a Miele and 66% said it 
was because they either 
trusted the brand or it 
was recommended. All of 
the owners said suction 
was excellent and it could 
manoeuvre on all surfaces 
with ease. Half also said 
it’s small, light and easy 
to store, and 100% would 
recommend. However, 40% 
said replacing the bags was 
expensive. 
You said: “It is easy to use 
and works – we have five 
dogs.”
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Testers: Rob and Carol King

Dogs:  Nine dogs - a mixture of Poodle, Poodle crosses and collies, 
 walked in forests and on beaches

Home:  Five bedrooms, mixture of wood, rugs, stone and carpets

When we wanted to independently evaluate the suitability 
of a selection of vacuum models for pet owners, 
we needed to call in the experts...

Testers: Rob and Carol King

we needed to call in the experts...

Testing times 

Photos: Rob King 
(www.mojoelmundo.com)

RRP: £270
Size/weight: Average
Cord length: Long
Noise: Quiet

Miele said: 
The Turbobrush delivers a deep clean and 
the Active AirClean Filter contains charcoal 
to help absorb odours. It has a 10% higher 
dust pickup than a standard Miele floorhead, 
self-closing HyClean dustbag to prevent dust 
escaping when changed, and easy-to-use 
foot controls for adjusting suction across 
different surfaces.

We said:
This vacuum was exceptionally quiet, easy 
to manoeuvre, had high suction and a great 
cable length. Only let down by its hard-to-
empty cloth bag. One of the best vacuums 
used in the car due to its strong suction.
Our rating: 17/20

Miele C3 Cat and Dog 
PowerLine
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Sebo Airbelt E1 Pet
RRP: £259.95
Size/weight: Average
Cord length: Excellent
Noise: Quiet

Sebo said:
Powerful, effective, exceptionally quiet and 
easy to use, the Sebo E1 Pet is a great 
all-round vacuum cleaner. Suitable for all 
floors, it features a floor turbo brush for 
easy and effective carpet cleaning, and 
also a stair and upholstery turbo brush.

We said:
It was the same as the Miele in general, 
although slightly quieter. Cord length was 
very good and covered most of the house. 
As well as the Miele, the Sebo worked very 
well in the car due to its strong suction.
Our rating: 18/20 t

Dyson V6 Animal
RRP: £289.99
Size/weight: Small and light
Runtime: Over 30 minutes
Noise: Quiet

Dyson said:
A cordless cleaner, ideal for quick spills and stains, such as dog kibble, fur, or 
toys that didn’t last that long. Up to 20 minutes of powerful fade-free suction. 
Converts for handheld cleaning. Empties at the push of a button.

We said: 
We didn’t expect much from this. It looked like the handheld G-Tech Multi and 
at the price point, seemed to over reach, but the results when using were quite 
the opposite. It is light, easy to manoeuvre, quiet, and easy to use and charge. 
It has a wide range of attachments and suction comparable to both the Sebo 
and Miele. The brush is silicon, so great on carpets but tough enough to use on 
hard floors.

We had trouble faulting it on anything and it would certainly be the “Vacuum 
The Judge Would Most Like to Take Home”. The only thing stopping it getting 
20 out of 20 is the battery life. It’s enough to do the house, but only just. 
That said, the wall-hanging charger takes only 15 minutes, so it’s something we’d 
easily live with. It wasn’t until we’d given it this score that we noticed the ‘max’ 
button, which boosts the power even more, but, of course, shortens that battery 
life. Out of all the vacuums we tested, it worked
the best on curtains and stairs.
Our rating: 19/20

BEST 

ON TEST

BEST

ON TEST

★ WINNER ★
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Bissell C3 Cyclonic Pet 1430B
RRP: £259.99 
Size/weight: Large and heavy
Cord length: OK
Noise: Loud

Bissell said: 
Strong suction power helps give your floors a deep-down 
clean, while the integrated one-click tool system allows 
you to swap between vacuuming and dusting at the touch 
of a button. Robust extension wand for great reach, and 
multi-level filtration helps reduce household allergens.

We said: 
Easier to empty than the Miele and Sebo, as its bagless, 
but very large in comparison and it’s also quite loud. Great 
range of tools. Good cable and hose length, but let down 
by noise and size.
Our rating: 15/20

We put the vacuum cleaners’ suction to the test with a four-part 
suction test on three items: a handful of kibble, 20 pieces of 
unused cat litter, a ball of dog hair and dog hair on upholstery.
Key:  Poor ★ ★ ★  Good ★ ★ ★  Excellent ★ ★ ★

Vacuum/Test Kibble Cat litter Dog hair Upholstery

Vax Airlift Pet Max ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Miele C3 Cat & Dog ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Sebo Airbelt E1 Pet ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

G-Tech Air Ram K9 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Zanussi Zan2111 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Thomas Aqua + Pet ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Dyson Small Ball ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Dyson V6 Animal ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Bissell C3 Cyclonic Pet ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

We put the vacuum cleaners’ suction to the test with a four-part 

Suction test Zanussi ZAN2111
RRP: £89.99
Size/weight: Small and light
Cord length: Short
Noise: Loud

Zanussi said:
Separates dirt and dust from the 
air path, so your filters don’t get 
clogged, ensuring powerful, constant 
suction. A handy suction-control 
function to target those hard-to-
reach areas. It’s lightweight with an 
easy-to-empty 2L dustbin.

We said:
Cheap and cheerful, but also very 
noisy. Would be worried at how 
durable it is and how long it would 
last, as the build quality is not 
fantastic (but then 
it is only £80). Very 
good suction and 
tools, and OK to 
move around with. 
Easy to empty. 
Our rating: 13/20
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RRP: £259.99
Size/weight: Large but lighter than expected
Cord length: Short
Noise: Average

Vax said:
The Vax Air Lift Pet Max is the UK’s lightest corded lift-out cylinder 
for easy above-the-floor and stair cleaning. Multi-cyclonic technology 
for no loss of suction. Steerable technology allows you to navigate 
smoothly around furniture and obstacles. 

We said:
This is a fairly standard bagless upright vacuum. Very large, but 
lightweight. It could cause some storage issues because of its size. 
The volume and weight were as expected and suction OK. 
Tools and cable/hose length were also good. The vanilla option. 
Our rating: 16/20
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Thomas Aqua + Pet 
and Family
RRP: £299
Size/weight: Large and heavy
Cord length: Excellent
Noise: Loud

Thomas said:
The Thomas vacuum cleaner cleverly uses 
water, and constantly high suction power, 
during each vacuum cleaning. Dirt is bound 
in water and poured away. The machine is 
easy to handle and has no problem picking 
up liquids like those little pet mishaps.

We said:
We hadn’t heard of this brand before. Great 
quality, good tools and it’s a carpet cleaner 
as well as a vacuum. Exceptional suction 
and long-reach cable and hose, but very, 
very loud – aircraft loud. Also bulky and 
whilst the wheels were good, it’s going to 
take chunks out of your walls if you’re not 
careful. 
Our rating: 14/20

Vax Airlift 
Steerable Pet Max 
U84/AL/PME

Dyson Small Ball
RRP: £299.99
Size/weight: Average
Cord length: Short
Noise: Average

Dyson said:
Compact full-size machine that is ideal for 
owners with a couple of dogs who like a 
traditional cleaner. On the outside, it’s light to 
carry, with a compact storage mode designed 
for tight spaces. But inside, you’ll find the same 
technology as a Dyson full-size machine. 

We said: 
Great little vacuum, but surprisingly heavy 
for its size. The ball makes it good to 
move, but the weight takes a little 
getting used to. Great tools and 
five out of five on suction. 
Our rating: 17/20

Compact full-size machine that is ideal for 
owners with a couple of dogs who like a 
traditional cleaner. On the outside, it’s light to 
carry, with a compact storage mode designed 
for tight spaces. But inside, you’ll find the same 
technology as a Dyson full-size machine. 

Great little vacuum, but surprisingly heavy 
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It’s inevitable, as a dog owner, 
that at some point you will be 
taking a trip with your four-legged 

friend, whether it’s to the vet, to the 
countryside for a walk or on holiday. 

Comfort and safety is key to your 
travel companion’s well-being and there 
is a range of gadgets to help – including 
harnesses, crates, and non-spill 
water bowls – and even cars that are 
marketed to the dog-loving motorist. 

What would be your ideal car? A 

SUV with fold-flat waterproof seats, 
underfloor storage, central divider, 
built-in vacuum, window shades and 
rear climate control?

We have launched our dog-friendly 
car survey to help pet owners who are 
planning their next vehicle purchase 
or are looking for ways to make their 
journeys safer and more enjoyable for 
all. We want to find the best car and 
car accessories, and the results will 
be revealed in a future issue. r

K-nine news

Words: Megan Chapple 
Illustration: Kevin Brockbank
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Dogs Trust’s tips on travelling 
safely with your dog

r Make sure your dog is secure 
and comfortable on a journey, 
so he cannot distract you – he 
should be fitted with a correctly 
sized harness or within a 
travelling crate or container.

r Don’t leave your dog in a parked 
car – even if it seems cool, 
cars become hot very quickly. 
Parking in the shade and/or 
keeping the windows down 
does not make it safe!

r Make sure you keep your dog as 
cool as possible when driving: 
avoid travelling during the heat 
of the day, use sun blinds on the 
windows, and consider opening a 
window a little to allow a cooling 
breeze to circulate in the vehicle.

r Make sure you have a supply 
of water and know where you 
can stop off en route for water 
breaks and exercise.

r Allow your dog to become familiar 
with car journeys by ensuring he 
has positive experiences over 
a number of short trips before 
embarking on a long journey.

r Consider your destination. 
Busy environments, such as 
bustling city centres or loud 
carnivals and public events are 
not always suitable for dogs, as 
they can get distressed.

r Feed your dog no sooner than 
two hours before a long journey 
to ensure he does not have a full 
stomach when travelling.

r Take a supply of your dog’s usual 
food in the event that you get 
stuck in traffic or break down.

r Keep the dog’s harness and lead 
close to hand in case you need 
to get out of the vehicle.

r Dogs Trust advises that owners 
shouldn’t allow their dog to 
hang their head out of the 
window while the car is moving, 
as this could be potentially 
dangerous for the dog and 
distracting for the owner.

To share your favourite vehicles and your road trip experiences, 
go to www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/dogfriendlycars

Top tips

Tell us your driving dreams, pitstop pitfalls and 
top travel tips in our latest survey…

What’s your 
dream car?

Rule 57 of The Highway Code states: “When in a vehicle make sure dogs or 
other animals are suitably restrained so they cannot distract you while you are 
driving or injure you, or themselves, if you stop quickly. A seat belt harness, pet 
carrier, dog cage or dog guard are ways of restraining animals in cars.”

But a 2014 survey by the RAC showed that the code wasn’t strictly adhered 
to by all dog owners. One in four (27 per cent) of the 1,622 UK residents 
surveyed admitted to not keeping their dog restrained in the car and two per 
cent said they had either crashed or had a near miss as a result.

Twenty-one per cent of those who didn’t restrain their dogs said their dog 
sat unsecured on a car seat during the journey and six per cent said they put 
them in a passenger footwell. 

Out of those who did restrain their dogs, 34 per cent kept them in the car 
boot for the duration of the journey, 24 per cent used a seatbelt or harness, 
and 15 per cent used a carrier or crate.

Safety fi rst
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Leigh Dogs and Cats 
Home is a company 
that rehomes stray 
animals brought in from 

five – four since February – local 
authorities in the north-west. 
According to its annual report, 
1,637 dogs and 487 cats were 
rehomed between June 2014 
and May 2015.

“The figure for animals looked 
after and rehomed makes Leigh 
Dogs and Cats Home one of 
the most successful at finding 
new homes for pets in the UK,” 
it reads.

However, more than a 
few members of the public 
are unimpressed and have 
grouped together to voice their 
misgivings. The aim of the Justice 
for Leigh Animals group is to 
“expose and raise awareness 
into the decades of animal 
abuse and deaths at the hands 
of Leigh Dogs and Cats Home 
(LDCH), and see that the home is 
answerable for these atrocities”.

The group has been 
campaigning for local councils 
to stop taking strays to LDCH, 
and has taken statements and 
accounts from people who 
adopted a dog from there. 
Accounts include people 
purchasing seriously ill puppies, 
like Bichon Frises Charlie and 
Oscar, who both became poorly 
shortly after being brought 
home. While Oscar eventually 
recovered, Charlie sadly didn’t 
make it. Leigh Dogs and Cats 
Home denies responsibility on 
both cases. 

No guarantees
“We do our very best for all 
of the animals in our care but 
cannot be held responsible 
for them once they have been 
adopted. We do however always 
offer our help and advice 
whenever it is required.”

In a statement regarding a 
Springer Spaniel called Monty, 
who became sick not long after 

being brought home, Leigh 
Dogs and Cats Home wrote, 
“We regret that we cannot 
give any guarantee that the 
animal is in perfect health, since 
we must accept all stray and 
unwanted animals which are 
brought into the home. You will 
no doubt realise however that, 
in spite of our precautions at 
the home, it is quite possible for 
an animal to leave apparently 
healthy but already incubating a 
virus, which will only reveal itself 
after leaving the home.”

Another case involved 
Zippy, a Weimaraner adopted 
by Soo McKay in 2012. Soo 
says that, when purchasing 
Zippy, she was told that he 
didn’t get along with cats and 
nipped at children. With no cats 
or children in the house, her 
daughter an adult, Soo felt safe 
to adopt him.

“We got him because we felt 
sorry for him. He was cowering 
in a dirty kennel. You could 
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Words:  
Alessandra 

Pacelli

Illustration:  
Kevin Brockbank

K-nine news

Leigh Dogs 
and Cats Home: 
back in the 
spotlight 

In our December 2015 issue, we featured the case of Bear, a dog who 
was destroyed after coming into the care of Leigh Dogs and Cats Home, 
when his owner was allegedly told he had been rehomed. Over the years, 
there have been several complaints – and now concerned parties are 
gathering together to make their worries heard…
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see his ribcage, he had open 
sores on his back, and bleeding, 
infected paws because he 
spent all day trying to scratch 
his way out and was then left 
to walk in his own excrement,” 
she says. “They said they didn’t 
know what the sores were and 
he wouldn’t eat. Yet he ate two 
bowls of food as soon as we 
got him home.”

Warning
While Zippy was soon up to 
his correct weight, he kept 
displaying signs of separation 
anxiety – and, a few weeks 
later, he attacked Soo’s 
daughter, seriously wounding 
her arm and face. 

“My concern is that they 
knew that dog was unstable and 
sold him to us for £160,” Soo 
says. “They denied all liability, 
saying they hadn’t seen any 
aggressive behaviour from him, 
but I know they knew because I 
contacted his last owners. They 

returned him for going for their 
daughter and viciously attacking 
a Staffordshire Bull Terrier.”

According to Soo, Zippy’s 
previous owners were told that 
the dog could be rehomed in a 
farm but never in a family home – 
although that is precisely where 
he was placed.

Leigh Dogs and Cats Home 
said in a statement, “Ms McKay 
adopted a Weimaraner from us 
on 3 November 2012. She signed 
to agree that she was fully 
aware about the temperament 
of the dog and that we advised 
– and clearly wrote on her 
adoption papers – that the 
dog should not go to a home 
with children and also that it 
should be muzzled when being 
exercised in a public place. 

“On 15 January 2013 the dog 
bit her daughter in the face. She 
returned the dog to us and it 
was put to sleep. Ms McKay has 
tried on two separate occasions 
to claim damages through our 
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insurance, but on both occasions 
she was unsuccessful.”

Justice for Leigh Animals 
maintains that there are far 
too many cases of ill pups, 
behavioural issues and dogs put 
to sleep for no clear reason to 
ignore. 

A LDCH statement reads: “Leigh 
Dogs and Cats Home is run by a 
dedicated team of people who 
work tirelessly seven days a week, 
365 days a year, to make sure 
that each animal is treated as an 
individual, and we do the best we 
can to ensure a happy outcome. 

Duty of care
“We are not selective about 
the stray dogs that we take in, 
irrespective of breed, condition, 
age or temperament, and we do 
all that we can to reunite them 
with their owners or find them kind, 
loving homes. All of the staff here 
care deeply about the animals in 
our care and always treat them 
with compassion and dignity.” r
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E arly last December, we 
were celebrating our 

beloved black Labrador, 
Ralph, receiving the all-clear 
after a six-month battle 
with cancer. After surgery, 
chemotherapy, many long 
journeys to the specialist 
vets, and multiple tests, it 
was great to have our boy 
back. But after having gone 
through so much to save 
his life, we nearly lost him all 
over again.

On a walk, domestic 
fireworks started up from 
nowhere and Ralph bolted into 

the pitch-black thick of the 
woods. I searched for as long 
as possible, calling for him in 
vain. It was heartbreaking not 
knowing if he was trapped, or 
if he’d make the night in the 
dropping temperatures, given 
he was still weak from the 
cancer treatment. But worst 
of all was the thought that 
he could have made his way 
on to one of the nearby busy 
roads. 

I called my wife, who was 
at home with our newborn 
daughter, and we agreed to 
get a search party together 

and contact the local dog 
shelters. We were distraught, 
knowing how scared of 
fireworks Ralph is, and would 
never knowingly take him out 
after dark if there was a risk 
of them – we certainly didn’t 
expect them that night.  

Somehow, Ralph found his 
own way back, a quivering 
wreck hiding under the car 
in our driveway. He was 
so traumatised that he 
just lay there, panting and 
shaking. We had to physically 
move him into the house.

Ben, Devon

As responsible owners, 
 we try to engage our 
   dogs in all aspects 
     of life from a 

young age, so they can grow 
up to be well-rounded adults. 
But sometimes there is just 
no predicting why a fear will 
develop – and how it will take 
over. It is something Heidi 
Mitchell never saw coming for 
her black Labrador, Stanley.

“We have had Stanley since 
the day he was born and we 
know his upbringing has been 
balanced,” says Heidi. “He has 
not been sheltered from noise 
nor has he been overexposed 
to scary sounds. 

“Looking back over the 
years, Stanley hadn’t shown 
any signs of being scared of 
fireworks, so it came about 
rather unexpectedly. He 
started suffering distress from 
fireworks when he was five 
years old, in November 2014.”

“He will become distressed 
at the first sound of a 
firework – usually one in 
the distance, which we 
won’t have heard. Stanley’s 

K-nine news Words: Victoria Heywood r Illustration: Kevin Brockbank
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Many dogs suffer 
throughout the 
firework season, 
but for some it is an 
all-consuming terror. 
Now a change in 
the law could offer 
some relief…

Bang 
out of order

Case study: Ralph

8_Fireworks.indd   34 29/04/2016   18:40



symptoms will start with 
him visibly trembling. His 
heart will race. He will 
need to stay around us 
and won’t want to be on 
his own. Stanley pants, 
salivates, and also paces 
around the house. 

“Going by the standard 
advice that is given, we 
turned up the television and 
made sure he was safe. 
These guidelines are so 
lame in comparison to the 
trauma Stanley suffers.”

After trying every 
calming product and herbal 
remedy going, Heidi was 
left with little choice but to 
drug her pet.

“I was reluctant to give 
Stanley sedatives, but 
having seen how distressed 
he becomes, I knew I had 
to. My biggest fear is 
when the fireworks start 
up without warning, as it 

takes time for his sedatives 
to work. We would 
welcome the change in the 
regulations for domestic 
firework use, as preparation 
is key to helping relieve the 
symptoms for Stanley.”

Stanley’s phobia is 
incredibly common – a 
recent survey by Dogs 
Trust found that fireworks 
upset two-thirds of dogs, 
and 93% of owners will 
alter their routines during 
fireworks season to try to 
minimise trauma. 

Public display
Now there is a call 
for change: Firework 
Abatement, or ‘Fab’, is a 
19,800-member-strong 
campaign group dedicated 
not to the banning of 
fireworks, but increased 
regulation of their domestic 
use. By ensuring fireworks 

are limited to certain dates, 
such as Bonfire night 
and Diwali and so on, pet 
owners can plan ahead. 

It is popular idea – a 
way that fireworks can still 
be enjoyed, but without 
so much of the stress for 
animals and heartbreak 
for owners. More than 
100,000 people signed 
Fab’s petition, meaning 
that MPs have to respond 
to it. There will be a 
parliamentary debate on 
6 June, and major animal 
welfare organisations, 
including the RSPCA and 
Dogs Trust, have joined  
the cause.

But you can help too; 
we urge you to contact 
your MP and get them 
to consider what many 
owners go through night 
after night. Visit www.
writetothem.com r
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F leet has complex behavioural 
issues, causing her to bite 

her tail, and she already takes 
medication for this, but any 
stressful event will increase the 
amount she self-harms. This 
year, Fleet has gone from mostly 
tolerating fireworks to being 
terrified. I am convinced this is 
because of the stress building 
during the period around fireworks 
night, when we had four weeks of 
bangs. The fact the noise was so 
frequent did not give any chance 
for her stress levels to drop. 

She even developed a general 
fear of the dark and refused 
to eat after dark until early 
December when she started to 
calm down again. Fleet has also 
developed a separation anxiety 
when left alone if dark, and 
instead of sleeping happily on 
our bed, now hides beneath it. 

Even with the highest dose 
of Xanax she can have, Fleet 
was still distressed at midnight 
on New Year’s Eve. The first 
fireworks went off at 5pm 
and the last ones stopped 
at 1.45am. The medication is 
of short duration, lasting only 
three to four hours, so we had 
to leave her without any early 
on, to make sure she would be 
covered during the worst of 
it. Xanax is also addictive and is 
not recommended for long-term 
use, so would not be suitable to 
use every night between early 
October and mid-February. 

I understand my husband 
and I are unfortunate to have 
a dog affected by this issue 
and I do not expect to live in a 
world where no one is allowed 
to use fireworks. However, I 
think it is reasonable for the use 
of fireworks to be restricted to 
certain dates. 

Ms RG, Leytonstone
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P hoebe has a hysterical fear of 
fireworks. If we pop out, she is left 

in the utility room with a metal baby gate, 
and if fireworks are used during this time, 

she will bite through the wall in an attempt 
to escape. She has also bitten the metal 
gate, leaving behind blood from her gums. 
In a free run of the house, she has chewed 
our oak door to try to get out. She 
hyperventilates to the point of collapse at 
times and fouls whichever area she is in.

We face total anxiety about her state 
and the destruction of our home, as 
well as feeling totally sorry for her. The 
situation is unrelenting from October to 
January. If fireworks were controlled to 
appropriate times of the year, we would 
have the opportunity to medicate her and 
make sure we were with her during the 
firework displays.  

Sophie, Kent

Case study: Fleet

Case study: Phoebe

8_Fireworks.indd   35 29/04/2016   18:48



36  Dogs Today June 2016

K-nine news

Is keeping your dog from playing 
with sticks really “health and 
safety gone mad”?
The President of the British Veterinary Association in Scotland 
has recently warned against the age-old habit of throwing 
sticks for dogs to fetch. According to vets, sticks and splinters 
can cause serious injuries - from a punctured tongue to internal 
injuries - and owners are advised to use safer alternatives, such 
as rubber sticks or balls. Others, such as TV presenter Ben 
Fogle, have branded the advice as “health and safety gone 
mad”, saying that accidents can happen, but a little common 

sense is all it takes for you and your dog to keep playing safely with sticks. 
We asked for your opinions on the subject...
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I am sure that 
the people 
whose dogs 

have been injured 
while playing with 
sticks would have 

thought they were being careful and 
using common sense before there 
was an accident. Unfortunately, 
when an injury does occur, it can be 
just awful. Playing with sticks is an 
unnecessary risk when there are safe 
alternatives.

Linda Wadsworth 

W hy throw 
sticks, 
which 

have the potential 
to cause serious 
injury or death 

(both of which a vet friend of mine has 
seen numerous times) when there are 
safe alternatives? Baffling.

Gemma Maitland

Dogs are 
going 
to chew 

sticks and eat 
grass. They’ve 
done it for 

thousands of years and aren’t extinct 
yet. Maybe we should be warned 
about ceramic dog bowls. They 
could chip and tear a hole in a dog’s 
throat. Or tennis balls. What if one got 
jammed up a nostril by mistake? Can’t 
we all just have a little fun?

Brad Deem

I agree that 
sticks should 
not be thrown, 

as the way they 
can land can 
sometimes be 

very dangerous. They can do serious 
damage to your dog’s mouth, and 
there are plenty of other things that 
you can throw safely instead.

Daphne Bagnall 

We 
learned 
the hard 

way many years 
ago. Our German 
Shepherd always 

carried sticks and played with them. 
One day, he had a lump come up at 
throat level…  it turned out to be due 
to a stick, and he had to have surgery. 
Luckily, he recovered, but I have never 
allowed any subsequent dogs to play 
with them.

Deborah Mcmillan 

T he worst 
culprits for 
dangerous 

play are solid 
rubber balls of a 
certain size. I was 

at the vet’s once when a GSD was 
rushed in, a ball lodged firmly at the 
back of his throat. He died there and 
then – his throat was totally blocked.

Karin Sennet-Fall 

I’d like to know 
people mean 
by ‘common 

sense’. What 
does that actually 
entail in terms of 

playing with sticks? How can you use 
‘common sense’ to guarantee your 
dogs won’t get a stick caught in their 
mouth?

Claire Aston 

While I 
was at 
work, my 

wife was exercising 
our dog. Someone 
threw a stick for 

her and it penetrated one and a half 
inches beside her tongue. There is no 
way you can play with sticks safely 
unless each end is padded. 

Peter Spooner 

I keep stick-
throwing for 
river walks. 

(Far too many 
balls heading for 
Exmouth!) That 

doesn’t stop my Labrador girl from 
picking up a stick and tearing it to 
bits. She spits it out, thankfully.

Elizabeth Morton 

Sticks are 
dangerous. 
I never let 

my dog have any. 
There are loads of 
other things to play 

with that are safe!
Sandy Nunn 

Our dog 
loves sticks 
and will 

pick them up on his 
own. However, he 
keeps getting them 

stuck across the roof of his mouth, 
causing him to froth and dribble, and 
his mouth swells up. Please don’t 
throw sticks.

Sue Rayment 

I ’ve thrown a 
stick for my 
dog and he 

caught it as it 
bounced. It ripped 
the back of his 

throat and cost me £250. Never 
again.

Ray Thrush 

M y Lab 
finds 
his own 

sticks even when 
I carry a safe 
rubber ball for him. 

He loves his ball, but he still likes to 
pick up and carry sticks. I’ve stopped 
throwing them for him when I noticed 
how often his tongue or gums had 
bled from fetching them. No more 
sticks.

Gord Lori 

I know first 
hand what 
sticks can 

inflict after 
throwing one 
for my late girl. 

Needless to say, I’ve never picked 
up another stick, and I urge everyone 
else not to. It’s just not worth it.

Jenny Griffiths 

I go with 
common sense. 
I never throw 

my dog sharp 
or tiny sticks; I 
only throw ones 

large for his mouth. More like bits of 
branches, with flat ends.

Rebecca Harris 

I am constantly 
removing 
sticks from 

my dogs’ mouths. 
They like to eat 
them and I am 

afraid of what it would do to them, 
so throwing sticks is only giving them 
permission to have them.

Liz Squires

You can’t 
apply 
the same 

‘health and 
safety’ rules to 
dogs as you 

do to humans. If you’re aware of a 
potential risk to your pet, minimise 
that risk. They’re reliant on us for 
their well-being.

Andrea Phillips 

No!

No!

No!

Maybe

Yes!

Yes!

No!

No!

Yes!
No!

No!

No!

No!

No!

No!

No!

No!
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I think it 
depends 
how your 

dog behaves with 
the stick. If just 
plodding along 

quietly with a stick in his mouth, then I 
would say it’s OK. But if running around 
like a fool, then I wouldn’t allow it.

Hil Cheaterr

We have 
to be 
careful 

with our babies. 
It’s far better to 
pay for toys than 

pay for operations.
Donna Stanley 

Leia prefers 
a tree! Well, 
there’s no 

chance of me 
throwing that! Leia 
will pick up a stick 

occasionally, but she mainly plays with 
her football. I’ve seen more accidents 
with hard rubber balls and dogs that 
carry more than one ball in their mouth.

Natalie Mayatt 

Dogs have 
been 
chewing 

sticks since the 
beginning of time; 
a bit of common 

sense is all that is required. Toys can 
cause just as much damage as a stick 
– how can you guarantee a dog won’t 
injure himself with a toy? 

I don’t go out of my way to find a 
sharp stick for my dog to play with; 
I weigh up the probability of my dog 
injuring himself with a stick to giving 
him the freedom he requires. I take 
my dog to Cannock Chase where he 
runs free and could injure himself by 
jumping through the bushes, swimming, 
or whatever else he gets up to as 
a dog – I don’t stop him doing that. 
He can destroy a tennis ball in five 
minutes and, if left alone, will swallow 
the rubber, but I don’t let him. I wouldn’t 
let him chew a dangerous branch, but 
that’s what dogs like to do. 

How many dogs have been injured 
with a stick compared to other injuries, 
and what percentage of the population 
of dogs in the UK haven’t been injured 
at all? My dog tried to eat a hedgehog; 
shall we ban them?

Andy McCrum 

Why not 
just use 
a toy 

instead and save 
injuries to the dog.

Lucy Koszykowski

I had always thrown 
sticks for my dogs 
– until recently. 

On 14 February, the 
sun was shining and 
it was just so nice to 

be out with my collie, Charlie, and working 
Cocker, Pippa. We had gone across the 
field and were walking through the woods. 
As always, Pip was chasing her stick. 

But all this changed in a split second. I 
had thrown the stick, turned to see where 
Charlie was, heard a noise, and there was Pip, on her back, trying to pull the stick 
from her mouth. I pulled the stick out, but she was holding her neck at an odd angle. 
We got her to the vet, who thought she had just scratched her throat, and gave her 
antibiotics and a painkilling injection. 

But by the next day, it was plain to see there was something much worse going on. 
To cut a long story short, we were sent to a veterinary hospital, where they found the 
stick had gone through the oesophagus, into the muscle of her neck and shoulder. 

We nearly lost our special girl. She was in hospital for nearly two weeks and the 
final bill was £6,433. Luckily, we have insurance, but what a costly lesson – not just 
in money, but emotionally as well. Our little girl means the world to me, as she was 
by my side during my cancer. 

If this stops just one dog and owner going through what we went through, then 
at least it’s got the point across. Pip is now fully recovered and back to her lovely, 
special self. But no more sticks – balls only from now on.

Christine Perry

If you have an opinion on this subject 
that is not already covered here 

email enquiries@dogstodaymagazine
.co.uk putting ‘Dogs and sticks’ in 
the subject line. Please limit your 
response to 100 words maximum.

Next month’s topic is ‘Is it ever 
OK to hug dogs?’. Email editorial@
dogstodaymagazine.co.uk with your 
thoughts, putting ‘Hugging dogs’ in 
the subject line or write to ‘Great 

Debate’, Dogs Today, The Old Print 
House, 62 The High St, Chobham, 

Surrey GU24 8AA

Join the 
debate!

No 74%
Yes 19%
Maybe 7%

Yes No Maybe

Great Debate results

7%

74%

19%

Back in the 
day, when 
there 

wasn’t the wide 
range of choice 
when it comes to 

dog toys, I understand why people 
threw sticks, and I appreciate that 
those owners were interacting with 
their dogs, which is something to be 
applauded. However, there are so 
many different toys, balls, and even 
safe, stick-shaped toys these days, I 
don’t see why anyone would still need 
to throw sticks when common sense 
(and plenty of evidence) prove it can 
be dangerous. Like everything, it’s 
about moving with the times.

Laura Spackman 
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VetIQ® Green-UM® 350, 175 and 100’s are registered trademarks.

DOGS AND LAWNS…..
WHAT CAUSES LAWN BURN?
Dogs can be wonderful companions, 
but they can also wreak havoc on lawns. 
Lawn burn from dog urine can quickly 
ruin a green lawn, as urine is very high 
in nitrogen. When your dog urinates, it is 
similar to pouring a nitrogen-containing 
fertilizer onto the lawn. A little nitrogen is 
good for the grass, but an excess causes 
damage – Lawn Burn. The prevention of 
lawn burn involves trying to reduce the 
amount of nitrogen coming into contact 
with the grass.  The only way to reduce the 
nitrogen content of the urine is to treat the 
pet, rather than treat the grass. If you do so, 
the lawn quickly repairs and the patches 
grow out within a matter of weeks.

NOW FOR THE SCIENCE
This tried & tested supplement 
contains a unique combination 
of active ingredients, specially 
formulated to control the nitrogen 
waste products in your dog’s urine. 
Green-UM® contains the plant extract 
Yucca Schidigera which helps bind 
the nitrogen in the urine, so less is 
excreted onto the grass, therefore 
preventing lawn burn appearing. A dog's 
normal pH is around 6.5. Most dogs whose 
urine burns the lawn is above pH 6.5 which 
means it is too alkaline. By feeding 
Green-UM® to your dog, the urinary pH will 
come down to the normal level of pH 6.5 
and this helps to eliminate the lawn burn.
 **The pH lowering e�ect is dependant on the animal’s diet. 
If the protein content of the diet is high the e�ectiveness of 
Green-UM® is signi�cantly reduced.

BEAUTIFUL LAWN 
PETS & ALL!

Visit www.markandchappell.com or email us at info@markandchappell.com

with VetIQ
GREEN-UM®

®
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D & TRUSTED
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@MarkandChappell

We know you love your pet, but chances are you 
don't love what they do to your lawn. Having a 
pet doesn’t mean settling for a patchy lawn. 
Green-UM® lawn burn solution can help your 
lawn and your dog exist in harmony.
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What’s the  
best thing about being  

a dog owner?
The unconditional love a dog 

shows you, no matter how bad  
your day has been or how  

grumpy you are.

31
What is it that drew 

you to the Basset Hound?
Big, sad eyes, great with children, 
doesn’t need too much exercise 
and very affectionate. We’ve had  
a hound before, so know they’re  

not the easiest to train!

2
Who have been  

the other special dogs  
in your life?

I’ve had dogs all my life. Over the 
years I’ve had three Irish Setters,  

a Great Dane called Ben, a Bulldog 
called Piggy, a Dobermann called 
Bella, and another Basset Hound 

called Scooby.
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‘No Bite Is Right’ is part of Bayer’s wider ‘It’s a Jungle Out There’ 
parasite protection initiative. A series of campaign roadshows 

for pet owners will take place this year at the Ayr, Devon 
and New Forest County Shows. Find out how to get  
tickets to the shows and if your pet and family could  

be at risk from ticks by following the conversation 
    on www.facebook.com/jungleforpets

Former Olympic and Commonwealth Games swimmer Sharron Davies MBE 
is supporting the ‘No Bite Is Right’ campaign to raise awareness  
of the importance of parasite protection in pets. She shares  
her life with Flash, a two-year-old Basset Hound. Can you 

describe Flash in 
just three words?
Cheeky, stubborn 

and loving.

4

Do you  
have a favourite 
doggie product?

A water bowl that has 
rolled-in edges so Flash’s 

ears don’t get soaked 
all the time.

7

Does Flash have 
a best friend?
Yes, Finley, my  

nine-year-old son,  
but he loves 
everyone.

10

9
What’s the most 

expensive thing you’ve 
bought Flash?

Flash took ownership of a very 
large, very expensive sheepskin 
beanbag the day he arrived and 
we still all fight over who gets 

there first. He usually just 
sits on whoever  

is on it.

Have you  
had any memorable 
holidays with Flash?

My mum lives in Plymouth, so we 
go back and Flash loves the 

beach. But we go everywhere 
with our poo bags, as a big pet 

hate of mine is owners that 
don’t clean up after 

their dogs. 

8

6
What’s the 

naughtiest thing  
Flash has done?

He once stole a whole chocolate 
cake off the kitchen worktop and 
had to be taken to the vet. We 
keep chocolate away from him, 

as he didn’t learn his lesson 
and is surprisingly tall 

on his back legs!

Which famous 
person would you 

say Flash most closely 
resembles?

Gosh, Flash is like an old man in 
a puppy’s body. He does have 

zany moments though, so  
in that case, Michael 

McIntyre.

5
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Join the club!Love dogs?

Join the club!

Become a member of Dogs Trust for only   25 a year.

When you’re part of the UK’s largest dog welfare charity, you’ll get such
a lot for your money.

Visit dogstrust.org.uk or call 020 7837 0006
Or fill in the form below.

Third party insurance for your dog – because dogs will be dogs!

Unlimited access to VetfoneTM– a 24hr emergency advice service from
qualified vet nurses

You’ll get Wag! Magazine three times a year, which is packed full 
of doggy news, stories and tips

You’ll also receive our Canine Care Card that guarantees 
we’ll look after your dog should anything happen to you 

Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society

Branch sort code

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct
Debit instructions for some types of account.

9 0 9 6 9 2

To: The Manager

Bank/Building Society

Address:

    Postcode:

Name(s) of Account Holder(s)

Originator’s 
identification number

Bank/Building Society account number

Please pay Dogs Trust Direct Debits from the
account detailed in this instruction subject to the
safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I
understand that this instruction may remain with
Dogs Trust and, if so, details will be passed
electronically to my Bank/Building Society.

Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other

Address:

 

Postcode:                                                  Date of Birth:           /           /

I enclose my subscription fee of: £25 or £12.50 (aged 60 or over)
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Date:
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Registered Charity Numbers: 227523 & SC037843
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A loyal wee dog
It’s been 55 years since 
Walt Disney released 
the beloved classic 
Greyfriars Bobby, the 
immortal tale of a Skye 
Terrier, who supposedly 
sat at the graveside of 
his deceased owner for 
14 years. 

The plot of the story, 
for those who don’t 
know, is that a cute little 
dog follows an elderly 
shepherd to Edinburgh, 
who has lost his job 
working for a rural crofter. 
The old man, having no 
friends or family, and 
nowhere to stay in the 
city, dies tragically in a 
poor town garret.

After he is buried in 
Greyfriars cemetery, his 
grave is visited every 
day by his grieving dog, 
which soon attracts 
the attention of both a 
miserly caretaker, James 
Brown, and a kind-hearted 
restaurant owner, Mr 
Traill. Both men share the 
responsibility for looking 
after the dog, followed 
soon after by some local 
children.

The movie sticks to 
the traditional story, 
but an academic from 

Cardiff University, Dr 
Jan Bondeson, thinks 
there were two dogs, 
which would explain the 
extraordinary length of 
time Bobby was said to 
guard the grave. One dog 
was simply replaced with 
another, when the first 
one died. But why would 
anyone want to replace 
a Skye Terrier with an 
imposter?

If we assume that the 
story of a very loyal dog 
in Edinburgh got some 
publicity back in the day, 
we can also assume 
that many people came 
to see the four-legged 
star. After which, they 
would probably have 
given some donations to 
James Brown for Bobby’s 
food, and then dined at 
the nearest place to eat, 
Mr Traill’s restaurant. In 
other words, Greyfriars 
Bobby was simply a 
legend concocted by 
two men to fatten their 
wallets.

Whatever the truth, we 
can celebrate the story 
of a loyal dog. If you are 
ever in Edinburgh, you 
can even visit the statue 
of Bobby. Tourists are 

encouraged to rub the tip 
of his nose for good luck.

However, as for the 
breed itself, you should 
know that the fate of 
Skye Terriers is not 
certain, as they are the 
third most endangered 
dog breed in the UK, after 
Otterhounds and Smooth 
Collies. Unfortunately, 
Skye Terriers are prone 
to liver disease, caused 
by an inherited strain 
of hepatitis. In recent 
years, DNA research 
into the condition has 
been funded by the Skye 
Terrier Club, which has 
great hope of finding an 
answer to the problem. 
Currently, there are less 
than 5,000 Skye Terriers 
in the world.
Vance Carson, via email

Pumis unite
My little Daisy has the 
exact same story as 
Buttons, featured in the 
May issue!

Daisy is a Romanian 
street dog, who came to 
the UK in December 2014. 
She was rescued by A 
Better Life Dog Rescue 
from a public shelter 
where she faced certain 
death. She was shaved 
(we imagine she looked 
similar to Buttons and 
that’s why!) and left in 
an open pen in the cold. 
She was so scared, she 
wouldn’t stop clinging to 
the volunteer. 

The charity had a 

quota of how many dogs 
could be rescued on 
that trip, and Daisy was 
not one of the lucky 
ones - that was until her 

personality sparked a 
mission to save her! 

We had no idea 
what she was and just 
assumed she was a very 
unusual mix of Poodle 
or something, but as her 
hair started to grow back, 
we realised she was, in 
fact, a Pumi. She has 
all the characteristics: 
a very vocal, energetic, 
focused herder, and she 
loves agility and trick 
training. She is the most 
wonderful, loving girl and 
she is the star of our 
office. I’m now hooked on 
Pumis for life!

Jade Childs, 
The Company of Animals

This is the place to ask questions, comment, help each other or ask  for help, support each other in the sad times and the happy times. 
Please join in, this is your dog world. Write to us at the address on  page 6, or send an email to editorial@dogstodaymagazine.co.uk.
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The writer of our Star Letter 
will win a signed limited edition print by 
Kevin Brockbank worth £50. Choose 
from Dogzilla or A Good Read. To 
order these prints, visit www.dogs 
todaymagazine.co.uk/shop.htm

The writer of our Star Letter 
will win a signed limited edition print by 

eWIN!

London calling
I would love my dog London to 
be featured in your magazine! He 
is nine months old, and a cross 
between a French Bulldog and 
Beagle – a Frengle!

London is a sweetheart and 
has his own Instagram (@london 
thefrengle). He loves that we 
take pictures of him. He is so 
easy to work with – a great 
model! He absolutely adores our 
kids and loves to sleep in their 
bed at night.

Zandra Pandra, via email

eSTAR 
LETTER
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Defending the borders
In his May 2016 column, Richard Allport 
states: “Babesiosis has reached our 
shores from Europe and the concern 
is that rabies will be next”. He then 
presents to his readers a nightmare 
scenario – the destruction of pet dogs, 
carnage in the wildlife, a child bitten 
and contracting rabies – all inevitable if 
we remain in the EU. 

This is a new level of campaigning 
by the ‘out’ believers and we still have 
many weeks left before the vote on 
23 June. I am therefore concerned 
as to the content of Mr Allport’s next 
scaremongering article in his personal 
campaign to get out of Europe.  

As I am mentioned in his article and 
as Chair of Passports for Pets, I ask for 
the right of reply and publication of my 
letter. 

The Pet Travel Scheme not only 
allows correctly prepared pets from 
the EU to enter the UK, but it also 
allows correctly prepared pets from 
over 46 non EU countries (list available 
on Defra’s website: www.gov.uk/take-
pet-abroad). These countries include 
the USA, Australia, Mexico, the Russian 
Federation and many others.

If we vote to leave the EU, as 
Mr Allport recommends we do for 
the safety of our pets and also our 
children, what are his views on the risks 
from these remaining non EU countries, 

some of which have high incidents 
of babesiosis and rabies? Does he 
envisage banning pets from all these 
countries, renegotiating terms of entry, 
or perhaps leave things as they are? 
After all, these countries are not 
part of Europe so not the ‘baddies’. 
The picture emerging is of a 
drawbridge UK - at least for pet 
owners and their pets.

Ticks are not fussy about where 
their next meal comes from, enjoying 
the blood of any warm-blooded 
mammal - pigs, cows, sheep, horses or 
humans – and I agree that we should 
be fully aware of our responsibilities 
regarding the regular treatment of our 
pets against ticks. I also suggest a 
thorough examination, not only of our 
pets but also our own bodies following 
walks in long grass and vegetation. Mr 
Allport might feel less anxious if all pet 
owners, as well as their pets, visiting an 
EU country were treated against ticks 
before returning home to the UK.

Interestingly, pets entering the UK 
under the Pet Travel Scheme must 
be treated against worms (danger 
of Echinoccocus multilocularis), and 
this requirement remains. Our Ministry 
defended this UK requirement and the 
EU accepted this.

Lady Fretwell, 
Chair of Passports for Pets

Travel rip-off
We have a big family of four dogs (two French Pointers, a Weimaraner and a Vizsla). 
We spend most of the year running our dog-friendly guest house in the sunny south 
of France, but in the winter and early spring we love to go off with the dogs, exploring 
different parts of Europe and returning to our native Britain to see friends and family 
(both two- and four-legged).

We just spent four weeks down in Spain and Portugal and were occasionally asked 
for an extra €20 to cover an extra couple of hours of cleaning, but when we are 
renting places in England, the standard charges seem to be £20-25 per dog, 
regardless of the length of stay. Add to this the €200 charge for allowing 
your dogs to cross in your car on the Eurotunnel, and it is becoming 
ridiculously expensive to travel with your dog. 

I would love to see an expose about the 
charges for travelling with your pet. 
Donna Orchard, 
Belesta en 
Lauragais, 
France
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German Shepherd Helpline is appealing for help in light of the public outcry 
following Cruaghaire Catoria’s Best of Breed title win at Crufts, where she 
appeared to have difficulty in moving freely and comfortably in the show 

ring. 
As a rescue dedicated to German Shepherds, GSD Helpline works to help, 

support and provide advice to German Shepherd owners – and often has to deal 
with dogs in a similar condition, or worse, far too regularly. The dogs are often left 
with serious health issues that impact hugely on their welfare and quality of life, and 
are in need of expensive veterinary treatment. 

The charity is asking for public support to help these dogs and their owners. For 
more information and to make a donation, visit www.germanshepherdhelpline.com, 
call 0800 772 0767 or donate on PayPal to admin@germanshepherdhelpline.com

Labrador pup Coco was advertised 
on Gumtree as ‘free to a good 
    home’, with the warning he had 

‘slightly’ deformed hips and a ‘wonky 
tail’. Fearing he may end up in the 
wrong hands, the Yappy Ever After Dog 
Rescue – a small foster-based group in 
the East Midlands – immediately took 
him in. 

Unfortunately, after a trip to the vet, 
Coco was found to have far worse 
problems than first thought; his hips 
and spine are fused and his colon 
twisted, which makes it difficult for him 
to defecate. With a life expectancy of 

just three years, Coco’s future looks bleak – but the rescue isn’t willing to give up 
on him just yet and have booked an appointment with Supervet Noel Fitzpatrick. 

The consultation and MRI scan alone are £3,000, and Yappy Ever After has set 
up a fundraising page to cover the costs. Visit www.youcaring.com/coco-547564#.
Vv2RWMTqlLN
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Talking dogs
Saturday 14 May
What: Nick Thompson: 
holistic vet seminar on 
raw food; hypothyroidism, 
behaviour, epilepsy and chronic 
disease; and vaccination in the 21st 
century. For dog owners, trainers, 
behaviourists, vets and all dog 
professionals.
Where: Dogs Trust Manchester, 
Parkway, Denton, M34 3SG
Time: 9am to 4.30pm
Cost: £52.69, which includes light 
refreshments. To book, visit www.
eventbrite.co.uk/e/nick-thompson-
holistic-vet-seminar-manchester-
tickets-19704845724 
Contact: Call 07920 658671 or email 
Michelle.Radcliffe@dogstrust.org.uk 
for more information

Sunday 15 May
What: Help Dogs Trust Kenilworth 
celebrate 125 years of saving dogs’ lives 
with a Vic-paw-rian afternoon tea.
Where: Holiday Inn Kenilworth, 
212 Abbey End, Kenilworth, CV8 1ED
Time: 2pm to 5pm
Cost: £10 per person
Contact: helen.barlow@dogstrust.org.uk 
or jane.hirons@dogstrust.org.uk
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behaviour, epilepsy and chronic 
disease; and vaccination in the 21st 

Dog 
Days

Coco’s Yappy Ever After

Fancy a doggie day out or planning a doggie do? Find out what’s on,  or send us details of your event. Can you help with 
these appeals - or have you seen these lost dogs? Sign up free to  doglost.co.uk for info on dogs missing in your area

If you would like to contribute to an appeal but don’t have internet access, call 
the Dogs Today office on 01276 858880 and we will put you in touch.

Can you 
help?

GSD Helpline
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Irish Retriever Rescue has rescued and rehabilitated Golden 
Retrievers in need anywhere in Ireland since 2004, and 
currently rehomes over 100 dogs around the UK.
Among those in its care is Barnie, who was found to have 

cerebellar atrophy, causing balance and gait issues, along with 
tremors. Barnie isn’t showing signs of further degeneration and 
is a happy dog, so IRR is looking for a forever foster home; the 
charity will pay all of Barnie’s vet bills for as long as he lives.

If you would like to know more about Barnie, visit www.
irishretrieverrescue.com/2015pros/barnie301115.html

Details of how to donate to the charity can be found on its 
website. 

DogLost is the 
UK’s biggest 
lost and found 
dog service. 
Whether you’ve 
lost or found a 

dog, register for free to get assistance from a 
national network of volunteer helpers. 

www.doglost.co.uk
Join today to help reunite lost dogs in your area 
with their owners. 

Phone: 0844 800 3220  

Email: admin@doglost.co.uk

HAVE YOU SEEN THESE DOGS?

Albie is still missing a year after 
he dashed from the front door of 
a friend’s house in Newham, East 

Ham, London. He is a white Toy Poodle 
with a slight liver stripe on his nose, and 

he carries his tail over his back. Albie is tagged and 
microchipped, and there is a reward for his return.

Missing since 19 May 2015 DogLost ID: 87102

Former racing Greyhound Rennie 
had only been in her new pet home 
for seven days before she escaped 

through the front door and went 
missing in Crowborough, East Sussex. 

She has been sighted a couple of times since in 
this area. Rennie is around five years old, and has a 
black coat with a white bib and white toe-tips. She is 
microchipped and tattooed.

Missing since 12 February 2015 DogLost ID: 82790

SAFE AND SOUND

Yorkshire Terrier Gog was stolen 
with her buggy from outside the 
Haymarket Shopping Centre in 

Leicester, while her elderly owner 
was inside. CCTV revealed her kidnapper 

to be a mysterious woman, and with Gog awaiting a 
serious knee operation, there was a rush to find the 
dog before her health deteriorated further. Gog even 
appeared in a special segment about dog theft on the 
BBC’s One Show! A few weeks after Gog was stolen, 
a tip-off from a member of the public led the police to 
raid an address in the city centre. Inside, they found 
Gog safe and well, and she was soon reunited with her 
overwhelmed owner.

Lost 6 February 2016 Reunited 24 February 2016

Albie

Albie is still missing a year after 
he dashed from the front door of 
a friend’s house in Newham, East 

Ham, London. He is a white Toy Poodle 
with a slight liver stripe on his nose, and 

he carries his tail over his back. Albie is tagged and 

Albie

Rennie

Lost and Found

Gog

Yorkshire Terrier Gog was stolen 
with her buggy from outside the 
Haymarket Shopping Centre in 

Leicester, while her elderly owner 
was inside. CCTV revealed her kidnapper 

to be a mysterious woman, and with Gog awaiting a 

Gog

Former racing Greyhound Rennie 
had only been in her new pet home 
for seven days before she escaped 

through the front door and went 
missing in Crowborough, East Sussex. 

She has been sighted a couple of times since in 

Rennie

T he Celia Cross Greyhound Trust needs to repair its 
fences after Storm Katie tore them down – quite a 
problem for a rescue full of Greyhounds who will bolt 

after a squirrel without a moment’s notice! The dogs cannot 
be allowed to run free until all the fences are secure.

You can donate on www.celiacross.co.uk or call 01483 
222832. For more information about its work, follow them on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/sunvalleykennels
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Fancy a doggie day out or planning a doggie do? Find out what’s on,  or send us details of your event. Can you help with 
these appeals - or have you seen these lost dogs? Sign up free to  doglost.co.uk for info on dogs missing in your area

Golden boy Barnie

Repairing fences
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Renewal wait 
When our 
three-year-old 
crossbreed, 
Treacle, managed 
to escape from our garden, 
luck wasn’t on her side. She 
ran out of our cul-de-sac and 
straight on to a busy road 
and into a car. Thankfully, 
there were no human injuries 
or car damage, but poor 
Treacle was in a bad way, 
fracturing her radius, ulna and 
femoral head of her right hind 
leg, as well as bruising and 
air around her lungs. 

Treacle has recovered 
well following surgery and 
our vet has suggested we 
now consider hydrotherapy 

to start building up Treacle’s muscles. But I only had £4,000 of lifetime cover and 
that has all been used towards the treatment so far and my policy doesn’t renew 
for another three months. I have contacted my insurer, but they won’t let me 
increase the level of cover due to already having a claim. 

I don’t really want Treacle to wait three months before starting hydrotherapy. 
Is there anything you can suggest?

Michael Left

Neil says...
It is accidents like Treacle’s that highlight 
how quickly a pet owner can end up 
owing thousands of pounds. Fortunately, 
you not only have insurance in place, you 
also have the right type of insurance – 
lifetime cover. Having lifetime cover gives 
you a pot of money that you can spend, 
up to the amount you have opted for, 
and when it comes to your renewal 12 
months later, you get that pot of money 
all over again, and any conditions you 
have claimed for continue to be covered. 

However, it is hard to judge how 
much cover to opt for. As you have 
experienced, it doesn’t take long to run 
up vet bills. I would always recommend 
going for the highest amount of cover 
your budget can stretch to, as you 
can always decrease the level if your 
financial situation changes in the future. 

Some insurers let you increase the 
level of cover at renewal, if you haven’t 
had a claim. You can’t increase the 
level of cover once a claim has been 
submitted or you are aware of any 
symptoms your pet may be having. 
Some insurers do let you increase cover 
for any other conditions not related 
to pre-existing claims or symptoms 
and keep cover for any pre-existing 
conditions at the original level. 

Unfortunately, as you have used your 
£4,000 limit so far in this policy year, 
there is no other option than to pay for 
any hydrotherapy yourself if it is required 
in the next three months. However, once 
your policy renews, you will be able to 
claim for any hydrotherapy or any other 
treatment relating to Treacle’s injuries, 
which is always the benefit of having 
lifetime cover. 

Have you got an insurance query, a non-urgent veterinary question or want to pay tribute to an oldie or departed pet? 
Write to us, enclosing a sae for the return of your photos, or send  an email to editorial@dogstodaymagazine.co.uk

Sponsored by pdsapetsurance.co.uk
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Saturday 21 May
What: Muddy Dog Challenge, 
the UK’s fi rst obstacle course 
where animal lovers can 
compete in 2.5km and 5km runs 
with their pets and raise sponsorship 
for Battersea Dogs and Cats Home.
Where: Windsor Great Park, Prince 
Consort’s Drive entrance, Windsor, SL4 2BA
Time: 9am to 4pm
Cost: Adults £30, dogs £8.50. All 
participating humans are asked to raise a 
minimum sponsorship of £100
Contact: To sign up, visit www.eventbrite.
co.uk/e/muddy-dog-challenge-windsor-
great-park-registration-18958441208 or
visit www.battersea.org.uk/muddydog 

Sunday 22 May
What: Paws on the Beach, an exciting new 
event for dogs and owners to raise money 
for Dogs Helping Kids. Pawsome activities, 
including a fun dog show, ‘The Big Sit’ 
world record attempt, K9 Factor dog talent 
contest and doggie surfi ng demo.
Where: Saunton Beach, north Devon
Time: 10am to 5pm
Cost: Entry is free, but there is a charge 
for each activity
Contact: 01409 281523, email dhkcharity@
btinternet.com for more info. Visit www.
pawsonthebeach.co.uk to pre-register

Neil Flint of www.vip4u.co.uk is Dogs Today’s pet insurance doctor. Neil is a 
trusted pet insurance adviser to pet owners across the UK, offering fee-free 
advice on almost all aspects of pet insurance. 

If you have any queries or would like to know more about pet insurance contact 
Neil or any members of his VIP staff on 0845 601 8575, visit www.vip4u.co.uk 
or email enquiries@vip4u.co.uk. 

The questions and answers are based on daily enquiries Dogs Today or 
Neil receives, but names have been changed for privacy.

Treacle, managed 
to escape from our garden, 

Insurance 
Doctor
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compete in 2.5km and 5km runs 
with their pets and raise sponsorship 

Dog 
Days
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‘If you’re lost, you can look and you will find me
Time after time
If you fall, I will catch you
I’ll be waiting
Time after time…
Time after time…’

You are loved so much, along with your friends Georgia, 
Ferdie, Emily, Sunshine and Phil. 
God bless, love Pat, Derek and Bryan

Have you got an insurance query, a non-urgent veterinary question or want to pay tribute to an oldie or departed pet? 
Write to us, enclosing a sae for the return of your photos, or send  an email to editorial@dogstodaymagazine.co.uk

Ask the Medivet...
Hello! I’m Aimee Warner and I’m pleased to be working 
with Dogs Today on a monthly column 
answering your veterinary questions. 
Please email your queries to 
medivet@dogstodaymagazine.co.uk

MEET THE VET: Aimee Warner 
qualified as a veterinary 
surgeon at the Royal (Dick) 
School of Veterinary Science 
in Edinburgh. She lives in 
Battersea, and is a partner 
at Medivet’s 24-Hour 
Continuous Care Centre 
in Richmond. Aimee has 
particular interests in 
surgery, internal medicine 
and ultrasound. 

on a monthly column 
answering your veterinary questions. 
Please email your queries to 
medivet@dogstodaymagazine.co.uk

Aimee Warner 
qualified as a veterinary 
surgeon at the Royal (Dick) 
School of Veterinary Science 
in Edinburgh. She lives in 
Battersea, and is a partner 

Continuous Care Centre 
in Richmond. Aimee has 

surgery, internal medicine 

I’ve never had a pet before Susi, my Golden Retriever. 
She’s been my world, and is now 14 years old. I know 

she can’t live forever, but I’m dreading having to make the 
decision to have her put to sleep, when her time comes. How 
will I know when it is the right time? 

I grew up with beautiful Golden Retrievers and I am in 
a similar position with my parent’s 13-year-old at the 

moment, so I completely understand your concern. 
It is so wonderful that Susi has reached 14 – that is such 

a great age! The most important thing to consider is Susi’s 
quality of life. Old age is not a disease in itself, but many 
problems come hand-in-hand with ageing. For big dogs like 
Golden Retrievers, arthritis is often their primary concern. I 
would recommend taking (if she is not already) appropriate 
pain relief and a good supplement to help her joints. Your 
vet will be able to provide you with the best advice in terms 
of a good joint supplement. 

Albeit sad, when the time comes to let her go, remember 
to keep her needs at the forefront of your decisions. While 
she is enjoying life and the things in it, then it is not yet time. 
Enjoy what you have with Susi and think about her favourite 
things, such as walks, food, having her tummy tickled, and 
trips in the car, and make sure she can still enjoy doing all 
these things. 

When she gets to the point where she is not able to live 
the life she would want, her quality of life has deteriorated 
and your vet cannot do anything more to help, then it is 
time. This will be a very hard thing to do, but letting her 
go is the kindest thing you can do for her. Your vet will be 
able to help you explore your options and offer advice 
when the time comes. 

For now, I hope Susi has many more happy years with you.
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Four Feet 
by Rudyard Kipling

I have done mostly what most men do,
And pushed it out of my mind;
But I can’t forget, if I wanted to,
Four Feet trotting behind.

Day after day, the whole day through
Wherever my road inclined
Four Feet said, ‘I am coming with you!’
And trotted along behind.

Now I must go by some other round
Which I shall never find
Somewhere that does not carry the sound,
Of Four Feet trotting behind.

Obituaries

Sweep
12 December 2005

Spike
16 June 2014

Ellie
9 June 2002

Ned
21 May 2015
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As a complementary 
health therapist, 
 Lauren Rosenburg 

has been helping people 
with different phobias for 
many years, but with her 
trusty sidekick Whisky, 
it’s the fear of dogs that 
she specialises in solving. 
As a small, fluffy Maltipoo 
especially trained from 
the age of eight weeks, 
Whisky is as gentle and 
non-threatening as can 
be, and has been the 
first step in completely 
revolutionising his 
clients’ lives.

Crippling
Whether you like it 
or not, dogs are an 
everyday part of life, so 
to fear them is incredibly 
challenging. Unlike many 
phobias, they simply 
cannot be avoided. 
Many of Lauren’s clients 
are children, who have 
been hysterical even 
at the sight of dogs 
passing in the street. 
These children have 

not been able to play 
in parks or visit friends 
with pet dogs, often 
putting a strain on 
their families with their 
panicked behaviour. 
Whisky can show 
parents that this isn’t 
something they 
just have to learn to 
live with, saving children 
from a lifetime of 
unbearable fear. 

Whisky can even help 
adults, whose fear is 
deeply ingrained after 
many years of bad 
experiences. One of 
Lauren’s clients writes, 
“I would do everything 
to get away from dogs, 
including leaving my 
newborn baby in the 
middle of a road, jumping 
off a cliff and refusing 
to walk down the street 
on my own. My husband, 
relatives and friends can 
tell a hundred stories 
about the embarrassing 
things I have done when 
I’ve seen a dog. To make 
sure I rarely saw one, 

I would refuse to go 
to parks, beaches or 
outdoor areas for the last 
16 years – I have three 
children, so this hasn’t 
been great for them.”

Last resort
Visiting Lauren and 
Whisky was a last 
hope for this lady, who 
had tried everything 
from hypnotherapy to 
psychotherapy without 
success. After some 
sessions with Lauren 
over Skype, the lady was 
brought into a room with 
Whisky and, for the very 
first time in her life, was 
able to sit comfortably 
with a dog running 
around her.

Whether Whisky 
realises how life-changing 
he is, Lauren doesn’t 
know – much of his work 
is being cuddled and 
fed treats! When he 
isn’t working, he likes to 
play with his best friend, 
Lauren’s other dog, 
Barbie, a Maltese. r

Sponsored by pdsapetsurance.co.uk
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Each dog featured on 
this page will receive 
a Good Boy hamper of 
treats, toys and other goodies 
courtesy of Armitage Pet Care.

The hamper will include these top 
quality treats which are sure to get 
those tails wagging! Deli Treats are 
oven-roasted with real meat and 
contain no artificial colours 
or flavours. 

To enter, write in to the usual 
address, marking your email or 
letter ‘Good Boy’.

Sponsored by pdsapetsurance.co.uk

Talking dogs

treats, toys and other goodies 

Good 
Boy

An extreme phobia of dogs can be debilitating, but 
Whisky is there for people who want to face their fears, 
writes Victoria Heywood
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  9 COMPETITIVELY PRICED

  9 SUITABLE FOR ALL BREEDS OF DOG

  9 NUTRITIONALLY BALANCED COMPLETE DRY DOG FOODS

  9 HYPOALLERGENIC FOODS AVAILABLE IN BOTH RANGES

  9 NO ARTIFICIAL ADDITIVES, FLAVOURINGS OR          

   PRESERVATIVES

Roger Skinner Ltd, 
The Mills, Stradbroke, Eye, Suffolk IP21 5HL
Tel: 01379 384247
email: info@skinnerspetfoods.co.uk
www.skinnerspetfoods.co.uk

Have you tried Skinner’s yet?
For samples or information about our foods, please contact 

our Customer Services Department on 01379 384247
or email: info@skinnerspetfoods.co.uk

        (Please quote Dogs Today)

Our range of foods are all specially formulated 
and nutritionally balanced to meet the 

energy requirements for dogs of all ages, 
breeds and activity levels.

BUY IT ON BLU-RAYTM 
DVD AND 
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Caroline Reay, Blue Cross clinical compliance manager

It’s not only people who can 
get dementia as they get 
older. Dogs can develop a 

condition similar to Alzheimer’s 
and are sometimes severely 
affected. Canine cognitive 
disorder, as it’s called, probably 
affects around 10% of dogs, 
but it’s hard to be sure. Signs 
are often overlooked and many 
physical and mental disorders 
of ageing look similar. Pet 
owners often think ageing 
problems are normal and can’t 
be helped, so don’t ask their 
vet for advice. 

How can you tell whether 
your dog is affected? Look for 
changes in behaviour: getting 
lost in familiar places, failing 
to recognise people, aimless 
staring or wandering, and a 
general lack of enthusiasm. 
He may become more clingy 
and anxious, with an altered 
sleep-wake pattern (affected 
pets are often restless at 
night) or loss of housetraining. 
But remember that physical 
problems like arthritis can 
produce apathy, and there 
are many causes of increased 

thirst and consequent loss 
of housetraining. Older 
females often develop urinary 
incontinence (usually treatable). 

There’s no definite test 
and diagnosis based on 
behaviour, but tests may be 
recommended to exclude other 
problems. Drug treatments 
help to a degree in around 
two-thirds of dogs, but there 
is no cure. The treatments 
either increase the blood 
supply to the brain or affect 
brain chemistry to improve 
learning ability. They take 
about two months to be fully 
effective. Anti-oxidant drugs 
and supplements are often Q
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Do you have a problem you’d like answered 
by an expert? Or do you want advice from 
someone with personal experience of the 
issue? Send your query via email to 
question@dogstodaymagazine.co.uk
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C
anine cognitive dysfunction, or ‘dog dementia’, 
can affect ageing dogs - but many owners 
are unprepared for it. What are the signs to 
look for? How is dog dementia diagnosed? 

Can medication or supplements help? How can owners 
improve their pets’ quality of life after diagnosis?

Question

  Dogs Today June 2016

Ross Allen, BSAVA

Canine cognitive 
dysfunction (CCD) 
has been recognised 

to occur in dogs, and be an 
ageing change similar to human 
Alzheimer’s. Changes in the brain, 
notably an increase in amyloid 
plaques, has been shown to 
occur in dogs and affect brain 
function. Another factor that 
is likely involved is having a 
decreased level of vitamin E, 
believed to have a protective 
effect against ‘oxidative stress’, 
which can affect the brain.

Some reports suggest 
that CCD may affect between 
14-60% of dogs over eight years 
old, and commonly causes gradual 
changes in a dog’s behaviour and 

normal routine. These changes can 
often be progressive over time. 

While various blood samples 
have been investigated as tests 
for CCD, at present the disease 
is diagnosed clinically. The most 
common symptom for CCD is 
‘sleeping during the day’, and 
the second most common was 
‘delayed interaction’, followed 
by ‘disorientation at home’ 
and ‘anxiety’. None of these 
symptoms occur in every dog, 
and often adopting a ‘wait and 
see’ approach to assess, and 
then reassess, dogs is sensible, 
as would be ruling out other 
medical conditions that could 
cause similar symptoms. 

Unfortunately, there is no 
reliable, proven cure for CCD, 
yet there exists a number of 
strategies that may lessen 

the symptoms. There is some 
evidence that combination 
antioxidant therapy, including 
supplementation with vitamin E 
may be useful, as may use of 
S-adenosyl-L-methionine (SAMe), 
which can help cell function. 
Behavioural support, such as 
having a standard routine, daylight 
and exercise during the day, and 
darkness and reassurance at 
night, may also help.

CCD is very likely under-
diagnosed at present, due to the 
gradual onset of symptoms, and 
often concurrent diseases that 
may make diagnosis challenging. 
Owners, best placed to monitor 
the progression of symptoms, 
and recognising the often subtle 
changes in their dog’s routine, 
should discuss their pet’s 
symptoms with their vet.

Expert advice

Expert advice
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recommended. It may help 
to keep ageing pets mentally 
active with opportunities to 
play, adapted to their mobility, 
and to use their brain. 

Keep games simple and 
easy. Searching for food or 
a toy is often recommended. 
As with elderly people, it’s 
probably helpful to stick to a 
routine. If they can’t walk far, 
elderly dogs may enjoy a trip 
by car or a gentle walk – but 
stay close in case they are 
disorientated and need the 
comfort of your presence. 

Speak to your vet if you’re 
worried. Early treatment may 
produce a better result. t

Q&A.indd   51 29/04/2016   19:05



Sarah Spinks, PDSA vet nurse

Dementia is an umbrella term 
that’s used to describe a set of 
symptoms that are caused by a 

gradual loss of brain function. Onset is 
generally associated with old age, and 
symptoms, although varied, can include: 
r Confusion or disorientation – getting 

lost in familiar places or getting 
‘trapped’ in a corner and not being 
able to find their way out

r Loss of toilet training – soiling indoors. 
r Change of sleep patterns – sleeping 

more during the day or less at night 
r Change in social interaction and 

relationships – becoming more 
withdrawn, seeming depressed or 
forgetting members of the family or 
other pets

r Loss of memory – not responding 
to familiar commands, forgetting 
previously learnt behaviours and 
difficulty in learning new tasks

r Changes in activity – reduced levels 
of activity or aimless pacing and 
staring into space

r Changes in vocalisations – howling or 
crying more than usual, often at night 

r Change to appetite – usually a 
decrease, but sometimes an increase 
occurs as the animal appears to 
forget he has already eaten

In order to diagnose it, your vet will 
take a full history from you and do 
a thorough physical examination to 
evaluate the overall health and cognitive 
functions of your dog. Routine blood 
tests, ultrasound and X-rays may also 
be performed to rule out other diseases 
that may lead to behavioural changes 
associated with dementia. 

If your dog is diagnosed with cognitive 
dysfunction syndrome, then your vet may 
prescribe medication, or recommend 
ways of managing the condition, which 
can help your dog to have an improved 
quality of life for some time after the 
original onset of illness. There are also 
special diets available that are thought 
to help with the condition. 

Steps to help your dog include 
avoiding moving things in the house; 
increasing other environmental clues, 
such as keeping the radio on in a 
particular room to help navigation; 
encouraging interaction and retraining. 
The exact causes of cognitive 
dysfunction syndrome aren’t proven, 
but veterinary specialists suggest that 
a good diet, regular mental stimulation 
(exercising and playing outdoors) and 
companionship for social animals like 
dogs can all help to reduce the risks of 
developing the disease. r

Catherine O’Driscoll, Canine Health Concern

If I had an elderly dog with the onset of dementia, 
I’d be giving him a share of my smoothies. Red and 
black berries, such as raspberries, blueberries, and 

so on, contain anthocyanins, which help to prevent 
cancer and diabetes, improve circulation, aid in the 
retention of motor skills, and prevent the loss of 
memory due to ageing.

A diet of species-appropriate food (such as the 
Barf diet) will help to provide the nutrients that keep 
the body and mind in good condition. One Purdue 
University report stated that elderly dogs need more good-quality protein than 
younger dogs (so raw meaty bones will do them the world of good).

CBD oil, from the hemp plant, is causing a lot of excitement. Cannabinoids 
are said to have antioxidant properties. It is available on chcstore.weebly.com/
cbd-oil.html

Coconut oil is a rich source of ‘medium chain triglycerides (MCTs) which 
improve brain energy metabolism and decrease the amyloid protein build-up 
that causes brain lesions. Purdue University found a beneficial effect in dog 
brain health from omega 3 fatty acids, with omega 3s generally regarded as 
neuroprotective. 

Reishi mushrooms have been studied for their effects in slowing the 
progression of Alzheimer’s. Vitamin C supplements (in the form of Ester C) are 
said to reduce damage in the body caused by oxidation. Vitamin C is essentially 
an anti-inflammatory, and inflammation is very much associated with dementia.

Cinnamon is loaded with antioxidants, which protect the body from oxidative 
damage caused by free radicals – so a pinch or two in with your dog’s meals 
will help. It’s also anti-inflammatory, which will benefit the brain and other 
diseases of ageing. 

SAMe (S-adenosyl-L-methionine) has recently been tested for treatment of 
cognitive dysfunction in dogs with promising results.

Expert advice
Expert advice
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In an age when we’re all being encouraged to eat healthier, tastier,
less processed food, why should our dogs miss out?

Nutriment is a multi award-winning, family-owned business whose
uncompromising, small batch mentality demands human grade meat and

vegetables, a dash of metabolism-friendly superfoods and a stubborn refusal
to ever consider any cheap �llers, ropey meat o�cuts or arti�cial nasties.
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   My 
  Dog 
Crush

  

Rottweiler 

Many of us have 
‘dog crushes’ – 

soft spots for breeds 
or types that we 
love but know we’ll 
probably never own 
for lots of terribly 
sensible reasons. 

Maybe you don’t 
have enough hours 
in the day for the 
dog you dream of. 
Perhaps you have a 
wandering eye and 
there are just too 
many dogs to fit into 
a lifetime. Or possibly 
you already have a 
house squashed full 
of adored allsorts  
that chose you.

In this feature we 
go through popular 
dog crushes and take 
a fresh look at what 
it would be like to 
actually live with them.

If you want even 
more detailed info, 
download our Fido 
Facts. But if you just 
want to gaze and 
dream of what might 
have been, this is the 
feature for you!

Syren. Photo by Bridget Davey, Dog Photography Bedfordshire (www.bridgetdavey.com)

Giggs. Photo by Joe Riley, Bounders Dog Photography (www.bounders.co.uk)
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Our survey of 346 Rottweiler owners revealed:

Mighty but surprisingly 
mild-mannered, these 
impressive-looking 
dogs love a cuddle 

and will fill your lap. Although 
often dignified, Rottweilers 
can also turn comedians.
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Sponsored by

Photos by Tim Rose 
(www.timrosephotography.co.uk)
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Does your dog love to scoff?
T U R N  D I N N E R  T I M E  I N T O  A  G A M E  W I T H  A  S L O W  F E E D I N G  B O W L

A V A I L A B L E  I N  A  R A N G E  O F  C O L O U R S ,  S H A P E S  A N D  S I Z E S

S l o w
F e e d i n g

B o w l s

90% 
think their dogs are big softies and 80% are 

lap dogs if 
given the 

chance.

Character...

think their dogs are big softies 
 are 

.

Just 
over 50% 
are serious, 

dignified and 
loyal.

Nearly 50% of our dogs have a reasonably reliable recall and 99% 
can do the 
basics, such 
as ‘sit’ and 
‘down’. 

Ex
er

ci
se

 & training...

‘down’. 

33% 
get an hour’s 

exercise a day and a further 28%get over an hour. Only 8% make do with less than 30 
minutes. 

 

reliable recall and 
can do the 
basics, such 

33%
get an hour’s 

exercise a day and a further 

While 
over 50% 

will play fetch, 20% give a look of disdain if you 
throw them 

a toy. 

12% of 
our owners 

find shedding can be a pain, but 46% say the breed sheds no more or less than any 
other dog.

 12%
our owners 

find shedding can be a pain, but 

40% 
get groomed once a week, with 13% getting a 
daily comb. 

Coat care...

ighty but surprisingly 
mild-mannered, these 
impressive-looking 
dogs love a cuddle 

and will fill your lap. Although 

Dog Crush.indd   55 29/04/2016   19:10



Anthony says he originally went on the 
TV show because Rottweilers “were 
getting a bad press” and he wanted 
 to change the image of the breed. 

Rotties, he says, are very affectionate, 
loyal and can be quite goofy. “They think they 
are much smaller than they are and will try to 
sit on your lap.” Anthony says some people 
cross the road to avoid you when you’ve got 
a Rottweiler by your side, but this reaction is 
undeserved. 

Although they can be stubborn, they need 
the same training and socialisation as any 
other breed, no more and no less. “No dog is 
born aggressive,” he points out. To prove the 
point, Scarlett is a registered therapy dog as 
well as a TV star. “She’s like my shadow; she’s 
my best mate.”
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“He tends to fall off 
the sofa and bed when 
asleep.”

“Lets the cat lick inside 
her ears.”

“Wet himself in fright 
when a rabbit jumped 
out in front of him on 
our walk.”

“She lies on her back 
and fidgets until you 
hold her like a baby.”

“Learnt to play fetch with 
himself down a hill.”

“An old Rottie of mine 
opened and closed 
doors; my current one 
puts her own toys away 
in her own toy box.”

Special memories:

An owner’s view
Anthony Skordis shares his home 
with Scarlett, a seven-year-old 
Rottie who was a finalist on ITV2’s 
Top Dog Model in 2012 and has 
since attracted quite a following 
on social media
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Bob. Photo by Joe Riley, Bounders Dog Photography (www.bounders.co.uk)
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T he Rottweiler we know today 
is from the town of Rottweil, 
in south-west Germany, which 
became an important market 

town in the middle ages. This town of 
butchers and cattle drovers needed a 
strong, versatile dog to keep the herd 
together and deter robbers. Money 
bags were tied to the dogs’ collars - it 
was said that the neck of a Rottweiler 
was more secure than a bank vault.  

The expansion of railways during 
the 19th century put an end to the 
tradition of cattle driving in most 
parts of Europe, and the Rottweiler’s 
future looked very bleak indeed at the 
outset of the 20th century. But the 
efforts of enthusiasts kept the breed 
going and Rottweilers were used as 
messengers, draught and guard dogs 
during the First World War. 

The first Rottweiler to enter the 
UK made an appearance at Crufts 
in 1937 – although the breed was not 
officially recognised by the Kennel 
Club until 1966. 

WWW . P U R R F E C T LY Y A P P Y. CO M
F R E E  U K  D E L I V E R Y  F O R  O R D E R S  O V E R  £ 3 0

Hydration on the go!
H 2 O 4 K 9  W A T E R  B O T T L E S  A R E  D E S I G N E D  T O  L E T  D O G S  D R I N K  

N A T U R A L L Y  W H I L E  O U T  A N D  A B O U T  -  I D E A L  F O R  D A Y S  O U T  &  W A L K S

 ● Loyal

 ● Loving

 ● Affectionate

 ● Soppy 

 ● Placid 

 ● Devoted

Origins:

Traits:
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     Best names:
Terence1
Samson2
Princess Daisy3
Zeus4
Bella5
Doris6
Hagrid7
Pumpkin8
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Health matters:

Marley. Photo by Katrina Wilson (www.katrinawilsonphotography.co.uk)
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 ● Tendency to snore 
loudly 

 ● Can be strongwilled 

 ● Needs experienced 
training 

 ● May encounter 
negative reaction 
from the public 

Downsides:

I 

Love My 

Rottweiler 

B
es

t 
Fa

ce
book groups

Rottweiler 

UK 

Rottweilers 

in Need

UK 

Rottweilers 

in Need

Average life 
expectancy for 
our Rotties is 10
 years. Many of 

our owners recommend 
testing hips and elbows, 
and 40% of our owners 
have experienced some 
problems with their dog’s 
joints. Nearly a quarter 
have also encountered 
bone cancer in the breed. 

T here’s no denying 
that Rottweilers 
don’t always get 
a good press and 

they are often the victims 
of negative stereotyping. 
A staggering 86% of 
our owners feel they 
have experienced 
discrimination on account 
of their dogs. One 
of the most common 
experiences is other 
people crossing the road 
to avoid a Rottweiler.

Reputation:
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people crossing the road 
to avoid a Rottweiler.
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Stay in control!
R U F F W E A R  H A R N E S S E S  A R E  S T R O N G  A N D  D U R A B L E ,  W I T H  A  M A S S I V E  

R A N G E  O F  S T Y L E S  F R O M  E V E R Y D A Y  U S E  T O  I N - C A R  U S E

 Nicole El izabeth 
designs a range of cards 
and gifts, but the memory of 
her beloved Rottweiler rescue, 
Batman, is the inspiration behind 
this one. £2.17 
www.sent-well.com
www.etsy.com/shop/sentwell

Based on 
the artwork 
of Australian 
artist Kylie 
Jackson, 
Wallfry’s 
Rottweiler print 
is available 
in different 
sizes and 
background 
colours. The prints are created using 
ultrachrome pigment inks on archival 
matte paper. From £9.42
www.wallfry.com 
www.etsy.com/shop/Wallfry 

 Remember when you met your first Rottie?
Ceramic mug £8.49
www.supermug.co.uk

Children’s  
author and 
illustrator 
Maggy Brown 
creates different 
breeds from an 
amalgamation 
of materials 
– newspaper, 
wallpaper swatches and 
construction paper – with 
beautiful, unique results.
www.maggybrown.com

Artist Jessica Lennox works in coloured 
pencil to create her incredible portraits, 
like Spike here. Commissions and prints 
available. From £350
www.facebook.com/jessicalennoxuk

 Illustrator Jade Goode works from 
photographs for her portraits, available 
in a range of sizes. From £50
jadegoodeillustrations@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/
jadegoodeillustrations 

wallpaper swatches and 

colours. The prints are created using 

Love the breed? Shop the breed

and gifts, but the memory of 

Love the breed? Shop the breed

 Nicole El izabeth 
designs a range of cards 
and gifts, but the memory of 

Love the breed? Shop the breed

These crochet creations are 
handmade to order, and you can 
immortalise your Rottweiler in 4.5 
inches of adorableness. £12
sittingcrochet@gmail.com 
www.etsy.com/shop/
sittingcrochet
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The best dog 
photographs 
in the world
We think that imaginative and skilful dog 
photography should be celebrated and 
we intend to publish the best images 
we have ever seen on these pages. 

Amazing photographers from every corner 
of the globe have already sent us their 
best canine shots. We hope you enjoy 
them as much as we have...
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Anne Geier e www.annegeier.com

If you think you know the best dog 
photographer in the world, we’d like 
to hear from you, too. Please email 
Beverley@dogstodaymagazine.co.uk 
with ‘Best dog photographer in the 

world’ in the subject line.

If you think you know the best dog 
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Mel Taylor e www.meltaylorphotography.co.uk e www.facebook.com/meltaylorphotographyuk
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grain-free
& potato-free

FORMULA FOR DOGS 
OF ALL BREEDS

CARNILOVE.CO.UK

To find an approved stockist visit: 
Carnilove.co.uk ✂

£5 DISCOUNT OFF ANY 12KG CARNILOVE PRODUCT
VALID UNTIL 31ST JULY 2016.  CODE:  DOGSTODAY1

TO REDEEM YOUR VOUCHER, SIMPLY COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW AND TAKE TO AN APPROVED CARNILOVE STOCKIST

NAME: _________________________________________EMAIL: ___________________________________________                                              

ADDRESS ____________________________________ POST CODE: ___________________________________________

THIS VOUCHER MAY ONLY BE USED AGAINST A PURCHASE OF CARNILOVE AND IS NON-TRANSFERABLE.  LIMITED TO ONE VOUCHER PER PERSON.  VOUCHER VALUE 0.001P. 

TO THE STOCKIST:  PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED VOUCHER TO BSB PRODUCTS, PARK HOUSE, 77-81 BELL STREET, REIGATE, SURREY.  RH2 7AN FOR CREDIT.

STOCKIST:  ___________________________________TELEPHONE: _________________SIGNED: _____________________

FROM TIME TO TIME BSB PRODUCTS WOULD LIKE TO CONTACT YOU WITH UPDATES, SPECIAL OFFERS AND COMPETITIONS.  

IF YOU WOULD NOT LIKE TO RECEIVE THIS INFORMATION PLEASE TICK THIS BOX ■■  BSB PRODUCTS WILL NOT PASS YOUR DETAILS ON TO ANY THIRD PARTY.  BSB PRODUCTS WILL NOT PASS YOUR DETAILS ON TO ANY THIRD PARTY.

NEW 
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CANINE REMEDIAL MASSAGE 
PRACTITIONER DIPLOMA
This unique Level 3 Diploma course is externally 
verified by Ascentis (AptEd) an Ofqual Registered 
Accreditation body.

Graduates can confidently set up as Canine Remedial 
Massage Practitioners working with veterinary 
referrals.

HeadHead West for the Best training in this exciting and 
rewarding career!

Based in the outstanding Dartmoor National Park.

If you wish to download a 
printed prospectus, please visit our website or call us on the number below.

INSTITUTE OF COMPLIMENTARY 
ANIMAL THERAPIES

www.theicat.co.uk | 01647 252085 | info@theicat.co.uk

Natura l
Petcare
Natura l

NATURAL PETCARE PRODUCTS TO HELP KEEP YOUR DOG HAPPY AND HEALTHY

Solutions for:

General Wellbeing | Hygiene
Aches and Pains | Nutrition

Prices from just £5.95

All 100% Natural Products not tested on animals
Products available in UK only

www.natural-petcare.co.uk | 01536 600195

DT0616_064.indd   67 27/04/2016   11:03
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U ntil relatively recently, 
dogs were a pretty low 
priority when it came to 

learning about animal behaviour, 
but, in the last 10 years, the 
study of animal cognition, 
particularly in dogs, has 
exploded. 

Cognition can be defined 
as the way you and your dog 
perceive the world around you, 
and cognition celebrates many 
types of intelligence. The way 
a dog learns is influenced by 
the environment in which he 
is raised. Dogs reared in less 
nurturing environments tend to 
be less reliant on a person’s 
attempts to communicate 
physically or vocally, whereas 
those raised in close contact 

with humans rely much more 
on people to guide and direct 
them. 

The more you understand your 
dog’s cognitive style, the easier 
it will be to teach him. Your dog 
is not stupid if he finds learning 
difficult or is slow to pick up on 
your cues; he might simply learn 
in a way different from what you 
expect.

Every dog can learn, but 
dogs, like humans, learn in 
different ways and at different 
speeds. Some dogs will pick 
up human cues very quickly, 
while others may pay more 
attention to the environment 
around them. The latter are not 
being disrespectful or stubborn; 
rather, they are easily distracted 

or feel the need to keep vigilant 
to ensure survival. This might be 
because they are genetically 
predisposed to be more 
sensitive to the surrounding 
environment or because they 
are so tempted by the smells 
around them that they are too 
distracted to focus.



The two most important cognitive 
skills are reasoning and memory. 
Reasoning is a dog’s ability 
to solve a problem when he 
cannot see an answer and has 
to imagine a solution. Dogs are 
natural-born problem solvers, 
a skill that is vital for tracking 
and finding prey as well as 

Dogs have an incredible ability to learn – in different ways, using 
different senses and a lifetime of memories

For several years, 
Victoria Stilwell 
has been ‘the 
supernanny’ to 
many naughty 
doggies on our 
TV screens - 
rehabilitating 

those with various 
behavioural and 

training difficulties 
and helping families 

to control - and 
enjoy - their four-
legged friends. 

Visit Victoria’s 
website at www.
positively.com for 
news about her 

work and details of 
her books: It’s Me 

or the Dog and  
Fat Dog Slim. 

The
 thinking

 d
o
g
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negotiating the environment. 
Dogs that are more independent 
thinkers tend to be better at 
solving problems because they 
rely less on others to help them. 

Modern dog training has 
certainly helped dogs adapt to 
living with humans, but it has 
also created dogs that think less 
independently and rely more on 
human beings to direct them or 
help them solve a problem. Lack 
of socialisation, punitive handling, 
and anxiety or fear issues also 
compromise a dog’s ability to 
think clearly.



Numerous studies have 
been done to assess canine 
reasoning skills, which usually 
involves setting up problems for 
dogs to solve. For example, food 
is put behind a glass revolving 
door with long barriers on either 
side. After the challenge is 
set, a dog is brought into the 
room and encouraged to find 
the food, and then left to do 
so independently. Reasoning 
skills are assessed based on 
whether the dog solves the 

problem by pushing the door 
with his nose to get to the food 
or by going around the barriers. 
Neither method is judged right 
or wrong; the dog is timed to 
see how quickly he can solve 
the problem. Most dogs are very 
good at working the problem 
and finding a solution without 
being shown.



Memory is crucial for problem 
solving, hunting prey, smell 
recognition, facial recognition, 
and general learning. Dogs need 
to memorise environmental 
landmarks so they can find their 
way around as well as construct 
mental maps of where these 
landmarks are located. Although 
dogs use visual markers to 
navigate their surroundings, 
they rely more heavily on how 
things smell. This mental mapping 
is important for remembering 
territory and territorial boundaries 
as well as being able to reach 
a food source or an area of 
comfort and safety.

Dogs also need a good 
working memory if they have 
to find food for themselves. 
They need to remember that if 
the prey they are chasing goes 
behind a rock and disappears, it 
could still be there even though 
they cannot see it.

It is believed not only that 
dogs have good olfactory 
memory and can remember 
smells for years afterward, but 
also that smell is linked to their 
emotional memory, just as it 
is in humans. The smell of a 
veterinary hospital may always 
elicit negative emotions, whereas 
the odour of a favoured person 
triggers happiness and joy. 

Auditory memory is also 
important and is especially 
useful when it comes to 
remembering the sound, tone 
and pitch of a human vocal 
signal that is linked to a certain 
action or behaviour. 

Dogs can not only recognise 
the voices of people they know, 
but also learn and remember 
that different vocal pitches and 
tones mean different things. 
Their physical reading skills 
can help them determine what 
human vocalisations mean, and 
because people tend to speak 
in higher pitches when they are 

being affectionate and lower 
pitches when they are upset 
or angry, it is easy for dogs to 
learn the difference and respond 
accordingly. 

You can help your dog learn 
by being consistent with your 
vocal pitch as well as being 
aware of how to use tone when 
talking to your dog or giving 
cues. In general, the type of 
cue will determine the type of 
tone and pitch you use. You can 
use high-energy vocalisations 
to excite your dog into playing, 
for example, or to get your dog 
to come back to you when 
you call. Use medium tones for 
everyday cues, such as “wait” 
by the food bowl or “stay” by 
the front door when a guest 
is entering. You can use lower 
tones to tell your dog how you 
feel about a certain behaviour, 
but take care not to frighten 
him into compliance. The canine 
memory is so good that he will 
truly remember and recognise 
the difference! 

Dogs that have been 
raised in positive, stimulating 
environments tend to have 
better memory function than 
dogs that have been raised in 
social isolation, because the 
more pleasant experiences a 
dog has in early life, the more 
chances his brain has to develop. 



You can test your dog’s 
reasoning skills by constructing 
some kind of challenge that he 
has to negotiate like the test 
described above. You can test 
working memory by showing 
your dog where you are hiding 
a treat or toy, taking him out of 
the room for a minute, bringing 
him back and asking him to get 
the treat or toy. Most dogs will 
remember where the lure is 
hidden rather than using their 
sense of smell to find it. Try 
testing your dog’s longer-term 
memory by gradually increasing 
the time he is out of the room.

Learning about your dog’s 
unique cognitive style can help 
you better understand how he 
perceives the world around him, 
and using what you find will make 
training him easier. The more you 
learn about how intelligent your 
dog is, the stronger the bond will 
be between you. r

To find a VSPDT 
trainer, go to  

www.positively 
.com/trainers
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As a central member of the family, your dog’s health is a top priority. Like you, your dog must receive enough
daily micro-nutrients to help stay fit, active and healthy.

SuperDog is from the pet division of Vitabiotics, specialising in premium nutrition for all sizes and breeds of dogs.
From vitality to healthy joints and bones, SuperDog’s comprehensive formulations are scientifically formulated
by nutritional experts to give your dog the latest support available. Providing optimum levels of advanced micro -
nutrients, vitamins, minerals and botanical extracts, SuperDog is your dog’s new best friend to stay in tip-top condition.

vitavet.co.uk
Available from:

Vitavet is the specialist pet division of Vitabiotics Ltd. Vitabiotics’ partnership with Battersea Dogs & Cats Home
includes a donation of 10p from the sale of each pack. For more information please visit www.battersea.org.uk

(Registered Charity No. 206394)
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Please fi nd attached the proof of your advertisement for Your Dog magazine.
Please read this proof carefully and confi rm that it is correct, or if you would like
to make any amendments please call the Studio on 01476 859828 ext 439
or email s.evans@bpgmedia.co.uk
If we do not hear from you, we will assume the proof is ok and ready for press.
We cannot be held responsible for any mistakes once authorisation has been given.

ADVERTISEMENT PROOF

Voted  
1st ‘Your  

Dog Choice’  
headcollars

Dogmatic are extremely proud 
to announce that, thanks to 
Your Dog Readers, we have been
voted Winners of the ‘Product I 
can’t live without’ category of 
the Your Dog Magazine and Pet 
Industry Association Product 
Awards 2015/16.
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Richard Allport 
runs a large vet 
referral centre in 

Hertfordshire,  
offering a range of 
natural therapies 
for pets, including  

homoeopathy, 
herbal medicine, 
acupuncture and 

healing.

For information 
on how natural 
therapies can 
help your pet, 

or for details of 
consultations 
at Richard’s 

referral centre 
visit www.natural 
medicinecentre 

.co.uk
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W hich of these following 
statements are  
true?

 e Of all the treatments carried 
out by PDSA vets last year, 
there was an increase of 
0.00425% in the number of 
pets suspected or confirmed 
as having Lyme disease 
compared with 2009.
 e PDSA vets saw a 560% 
increase in the number of 
pets suspected or confirmed 
as having Lyme disease last 
year compared with 2009.

They are both true. And that’s 
statistics for you. The PDSA 
treats about two million pets 
a year. In 2009, 15 pets were 
diagnosed or suspected as 
having Lyme disease. In 2015, 
the number was 100. As these 
numbers are so small, there 
was indeed a 560% rise over six 
years – or approximately 93% 

a year. However, these figures 
are minuscule compared with 
the total number of conditions 
treated per year, hence the 
actual increase is also 0.00425%.

And the PDSA doesn’t 
specify how many cases were 
definitely diagnosed and not 
merely ‘suspected’. I suspect 
a lot of things, but I’m sure 
they’re not all true. (I’ve always 
suspected that my phone has 
been tapped because I used to 
be a member of CND, but I’m 
probably just paranoid.)



I don’t bring this to your 
attention to accuse the PDSA 
of scaremongering, because 
I do think Lyme disease is, if 
anything, an underdiagnosed  
condition. It’s just a fact that 
you can prove almost anything 
with statistics (hence the old 

saying, ‘There are three kinds 
of lies: lies, damned lies, and 
statistics), and you can spin 
them to get publicity, but 
for that I forgive the PDSA, 
because it is a potentially 
serious condition.

Lyme disease (borreliosis) is 
carried by ticks. It can lead to 
symptoms in pets such as 
fever, pain and swelling in the 
joints, arthritis, nerve damage 
and lethargy. Here’s the 
PDSA’s guidelines to tick 
prevention in dogs:
 e Speak to your vet about 
prevention – as some flea 
treatments can also kill ticks
 e Ticks are often found in 
wooded and moorland areas, 
especially in long grass. If 
Lyme disease is known to 
be a problem where you 
live, avoid letting your dog 
wander in deep undergrowth 
or grass; stick to paths t

Richard Allport gets ticked off with spinning numbers…
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 e Always wear long trousers 
tucked into socks or boots, 
and long sleeves to help 
protect yourself when walking 
in these areas
 e After walking your dog, always 
check for ticks. They can’t 
fly or jump, but they attach 
themselves to the skin of 
people or animals as they 
brush against them 
 e Tick bites don’t hurt, so they 
aren’t always noticed. The 
most common areas for ticks 
on pets are the head, ears, 
legs and underside 
 e Hedgehogs and foxes 
are common tick carriers, 
meaning pets in urban areas 
with high fox populations are 
also at risk 

Lyme disease is treatable 
with antibiotics, but needs to 
be treated early to get good 
results. If you suspect your 
dog has the disease, do go 
to your vet pretty smartish. 
There are blood tests 
available that can be carried 
out to check for the causative 
agent, but – like any blood 
test – they are not always 
completely accurate, and 
treatment tends to be given 
on the symptoms and history 
of tick bites (if known).

Now let’s go back to the 

first point of the PDSA tick 
prevention guidelines: ‘Speak 
to your vet about prevention’. 
If you do, you will very likely 
be advised to use a monthly 
spot-on type treatment, such 
as Advantix (but not Advocate 
– this doesn’t kill ticks) or 
Frontline, or to put on a collar 
such as Scalibor or Seresto.

But these all contain rather 
potent chemicals. For instance, 
these are the stated side 
effects of Advantix (which 
contains two chemicals – 
permethrin and imidacloprid):

Side effects and drug 
reactions 
 e Do not give imidacloprid to 
pregnant or lactating pets 
 e Use caution when 
administering this drug to 
pets with liver disease, 
kidney disease, or heart 
disease. Do not give 
permethrin to cats 
 e Use caution when 
administering this drug to 
ageing or debilitated pets. 
 e Do not bathe or shampoo 
your pet for 48 hours after 
application
 e Please avoid human 
contact with this drug after 
application on your pet

Advantix may result in 
these side effects:
 e Drooling 
 e Irritation at application site 
 e Vomiting 
 e Lethargy 

So your dog may well feel quite 
ill after each application, and 
it doesn’t sound very safe for 
older dogs or those with any 
chronic health problem either. 
I also suspect that regular 
use of such products leads to 
immune system damage (but 
be aware of my caveat about 
‘suspicions’ earlier!).

Is there anything else that 
can be done, apart from using 
chemical spot-ons or collars?

Yes, there is. Firstly, it has 
been shown that ticks do 
not pass on any disease for 
the first 24 hours and almost 
certainly the first 48 hours. So 
you have a couple of days to 
find and remove ticks. Check 
your dog carefully after each 
walk, and keep checking. If 
you find a tick, make sure you 

have a proper tick remover 
to hand and learn how to 
remove ticks safely (your vet 
or veterinary nurse will show 
you how).

There may be a case for 
using chemical tick prevention 
products during late spring 
and summer if your dog has 
been known to pick up ticks. 
At other times I recommend 
using natural tick repellents. 
I see good results with the 
following…

Alamo
This is a natural spot-on, based 
on geraniol oil, which does seem 
to really help keep dogs free 
of external parasites, including 
fleas and ticks.
(www.alamopetcare.co.uk)

Phyt for Dogs, Flea and  
Tick Defence Drops
Also applied to the skin directly, 
these drops contain a range 
of essential oils, including 
eucalyptus, lavender, lemon and 
cedarwood, amongst others, 
which have a very powerful 
repellent action against fleas 
and ticks. Highly recommended. 
(www.diet-dog.co.uk) 

Phyt for Dogs, Go Away! 
Fleas and Ticks
It’s advisable to give something 
both from the outside and 
the inside when repelling ticks 
naturally. This product comes 
as granules, which are added 
to the food (for 10 days each 
month) and contain herbs 
such as lemongrass, nutmeg, 
basil and garlic, which are real 
parasite deterrents.  
(www.diet-dog.co.uk)

It’s important to remember 
that these products are 
repellents and may not kill 
ticks, but prevention is better 
than cure and repelling 
naturally is better than killing 
chemically, in my view.

I’m glad I’m not the 
spokesperson for ticks. All bad 
publicity recently. Babesiosis in 
Harlow, Lyme disease up and 
down the country… All caused 
by ticks. It’s a PR disaster. But 
I really can’t summon up any 
serious sympathy for them. In 
fact – and please don’t tick me 
off for saying this – they tick all 
the wrong boxes! r

Illustrations:  
Kevin Brockbank
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眀眀眀⸀戀漀琀愀渀椀挀愀⸀椀攀

䈀伀吀䄀一䤀䌀䄀 䤀渀琀攀爀渀愀琀椀漀渀愀氀 䰀琀搀⸀
㜀 䌀栀攀爀爀礀 䠀椀氀氀Ⰰ 刀漀猀琀爀攀瘀漀爀Ⰰ
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For all 

life stages
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Crystal chandeliers, 
French rococo-
style furniture and 

art deco mirrors aren’t 
normally associated with 
dog shelters, but for 
Dog Tales Rescue and 

Sanctuary such décor 
is considered essential 
to its message. This 
shelter, set in 50 acres 
of rolling green fields in 
Ontario, Canada, has a 
very different idea about 

the image rescue dogs 
should project.

Clare Forndran from 
the shelter told us, “When 
Dog Tales was created, 
our aim was to create 
a luxurious environment 

In this section we look at rescue charities and highlight remarkable  individual efforts. We also tell special stories of precious rescue dogs. 
If you have a rescue story to share, please write to ‘Rescue Me’ at the  address on page 6, or email editorial@dogstodaymagazine.co.uk

Looking for a new best friend?
Our Adopt Me listings are now online 

at: http://dogstoday-adoptme
.blogspot.co.uk

www.animal-health.co.uk
Tel: 01787 476400

Committed to Animal Care

Family run business
with 25 years experience.

We make our own 
products here in the UK.

Visit our Website

Request a Catalogue

Or call us direct.

Sponsored by www.animal-health.co.uk

In this section we look at rescue charities and highlight remarkable  individual efforts. We also tell special stories of
If you have a rescue story to share,

Sponsored by www.animal-health.co.uk

Rescue Me!

Rescue shelter chic
Is this the most beautiful rescue centre in the world? 

Dog Tales is a dog rescue 
with a (rather fabulous) 

difference
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that contrasted to the idea 
of the cold, stark shelter 
that we have all grown so 
accustomed to. We believe 
that all dogs deserve 
nothing but the best, and 
we want them to be as 
comfortable as possible 
while they wait for forever 
homes.”

There is a practical 
element too, she tells us.

“Each room is decorated 
differently, and each with 
its own purpose - the 
modified dressers give 
shy dogs a place to hide, 
the iron bed frames are 
perfect for dogs who 
would otherwise try to 
chew their furniture.”

But, as with any dog 
rescue, cost is always a 
consideration, and Dog 
Tales finds nifty ways to 
keep the kennels looking 
chic on a budget.

“Much of the furniture 
and décor in our shelter 
is antique, found at flea 

markets or online,” Clare 
continues. “The dog beds 
were designed by the 
founder of our shelter, 
Danielle Eden, and were 
custom made. The entire 
space was decorated 
exclusively by Danielle, who 
has an incredible eye for 
design.”

As it turns out, humans 
and dogs alike can 
appreciate this extra effort. 

“Many of our dogs come 
to us from shelters with 
extremely poor conditions,” 
says Clare. “When the 
dogs arrive at our shelter, 
you can instantly see that 
they feel comfortable, safe. 
As they settle into their 
new rooms, there is also 
a collective sigh of relief. 
Dogs that are surrendered 
to our shelter directly from 
a home have an easier and 
less stressful transition, 
as the rooms are meant 
to simulate a home. All of 

our dogs are walked eight 
times a day, have access 
to kilometres of hiking 
trails, therapy pools, and a 
grooming spa, and receive 
constant love and attention 
from our dedicated staff 
and volunteers. 

“Our decorated 
environment gives visitors 
a more positive shelter 
experience that allows 
them to spend the time 
that is needed to find 
the right match without 
feeling emotionally drained. 
By seeing happy dogs in 
comfortable kennels, they 
are more likely to adopt for 
the right reasons, rather 
than simply feeling sorry 
for the dogs and wanting 
to remove them from the 
environment. 

“Our goal is to make 
rescuing a fun, and even 
glamorous, experience so 
that it becomes a more 
common practice.”

In this section we look at rescue charities and highlight remarkable  individual efforts. We also tell special stories of precious rescue dogs. 
If you have a rescue story to share, please write to ‘Rescue Me’ at the  address on page 6, or email editorial@dogstodaymagazine.co.uk
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www.animal-health.co.uk
Tel: 01787 476400

Committed to Animal 
Care 

We make our own
products in the UK.

Health & Herbal
Supplements

Grooming

Cleaning & Disinfecting

For Your Dogs, Horses, 
Cats, Chickens & other 

pets.

THE ANIMAL
HEALTH COMPANY
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Sadly, there are lots 
of terribly sensible 
reasons why people 

may avoid taking on a 
giant breed; the colossal 
strength at the end of 
the lead, the masses 
of food they eat, the 
need for a bigger car, 
bed, sofa, everything! 
And they are unlikely to 
live as long as smaller 

dogs, so that inevitable 
heartbreak comes far too 
soon – eight or 10 years 
old is considered a good 
age for a Great Dane or 
Newfoundland. 

But saddest of 
all is when owners 
don't consider these 
downsides, and can't 
commit to the drool, the 
fluff or the training, and 

give up the oversized 
puppy that became a 
giant, uncontrollable, 
expensive dog.

Big dogs can be 
bought with the worst 
of intentions too, and 
that’s a story Sharon 
Farringdon, founder of 
Large Breed Dog Rescue, 
has heard time and time 
again. The Kent-based 

Looking for a new best friend?
Our Adopt Me listings are now online 

at: http://dogstoday-adoptme
.blogspot.co.uk

www.animal-health.co.uk
Tel: 01787 476400

Adult Complete £36 for 12kg
Puppy Complete on offer

at £25 for 12kg

Sponsored by www.animal-health.co.ukSponsored by www.animal-health.co.uk

Rescue Me!

Dogs Today meets some 
gentle giants, and the people 
trying to squeeze them into 

new homes…

Bullmastiffs for rehoming

More to love!

As smaller breeds increase in popularity, writes Victoria 
Heywood, it's the big dogs, often at the other end of the scale, 
that are languishing in rescue

Bruce.

www.largebreeddogrescue.co.uk

Tucker.

Cassie.

Barney.

Banjo is looking 
for a new home.
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charity specialises in 
very big dogs, often 
the ‘scary’ breeds that 
are shied away from by 
other rescues. Many of 
the dogs that come to 
Sharon have been bought 
as status dogs, by people 
who want to show off 
what they can control at 
the end of a chain. When 
this doesn't work out for 
whatever reason, the 
dogs are dumped. 

But it’s the mainstream 

media that is Sharon’s 
biggest nemesis, as she 
can always see a direct 
correlation between the 
misinformation spread 
about certain breeds, and 
increased surrenders at 
her rescue. Whenever 
there is a dog attack in the 
news, media outlets will 
pull out their stock images 
of what sort of breed the 
public expect to see.

“Often they’ll use 
pictures of dogs that 

are playing, but take 
them completely out of 
context,” says Sharon. 
“And I often wonder if 
they think, ‘We’ve used Pit 
Bulls quite a bit recently; 
why not use a picture 
of a Bullmastiff?’ And 
then I’ll have someone 
wanting to give up their 
Bullmastiff because 
they’re worried about 
their kids, and the dog 
hasn't even done anything 
wrong. I’ll suggest they 
hire a behaviourist just to 
put their mind at rest, but 
they won't do it.”

Sadly, Bullmastiffs are 
flavour of the month at 
Large Breed Dog Rescue; 
the charity has a number 
currently awaiting new 
homes. Potential owners 
are advised to do their 
breed research to show 
that they are serious.

“We are happy to give 
all the information we 
have,” says Sharon. “But 
owners need to show 
willing by taking that first 
step.”

t

www.animal-health.co.uk
Tel: 01787 476400

Available for Adult & Puppy

Sensitive on Tummy

Hypo-Allergenic

Pro-Biotic

Joint Care

Great for skin & Coat

Contains our own
HyperCoat Prime

      (87%Omega Oils)

No Wheat

No Soya

Great Quality food

Available from us direct

Awesome foursome
The RSPCA had a real challenge ahead when they 
took on four hefty, hairy hounds to be rehomed. 
Nelson, Fern, Sprite and Beano were part of a 
cruelty case, discovered living on a farm in terrible 
conditions late last year. With this behind them, the 
RSPCA set about finding them new families; lucky 
Nelson is reserved, but the other three are still 
waiting.

Fern, Sprite and Beano are currently calling 
the RSPCA’s Sussex, Brighton and East Grinstead 
rehoming branch in Patcham home, but would love the 
chance to start anew. 

The centre’s branch manager, Jenny Wells, said 
of the pack, “They have been through a great deal in 
the last few months and are very shy, so each one 
will take a little while to come out of his or her shell. 
Once they know you, they are so friendly and loving, 
and very cuddly.

“We are looking for owners with time and 
patience, and an experience of large-breed dogs 
to come and meet this lovely bunch, so we can 
hopefully find a home for each of them.

“They are all good with other dogs, but they will 
all need a home without cats or young children.

“If you have a passion for large breeds and are 
currently looking to adopt a rescue dog, we would 
really encourage you to come and meet this lovely 
bunch – you may just find your perfect companion.”
www.rspca-brighton.org.uk
01273 554218

Big boy
Banjo is a stunning dog – 
perhaps a cross between 
a Rhodesian Ridgeback 
and a type of mastiff, 
although your guess is 
as good as ours! He was 
taken to Dogs Trust’s 
Merseyside centre when 
his owner couldn’t cope 
with Banjo’s size and strength. Banjo is now five, 
and is sociable and bright. But he needs a home 
with people who understand how to handle a giant!
www.dogstrust.org.uk 
0151 480 0660

Nelson.

Fern.

Sprite.

Beano.
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SUPPLEMENTS FOR
THE MIND

A liquid infusion of valarian
can be used daily.

For dogs with excessive high 
spirits.

A powder designed to be given
at times of stress for your dog.

Fireworks, travelling etc.
Fast acting

TRANQUIL

SETTLEZE
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Rescue Me!

N icky is my 
beautiful 
tripawd 

Saluki-Greyhound 
cross, who came 
into my life four 
years ago. I was 
looking at Lurcher 
Link’s website 
and saw that he 
needed an urgent 
foster home. 

The Sunday saw 
a car arrive, and, 
as the boot was 
opened, I saw a sad-looking dog wearing a vet T-shirt. He was at that stage called 
Norman. He came out of the car and greeted me with a tail wag. He came into the 
house and just seemed to know where he was. It did not take long to realise the 
foster would become an adoption. His named changed to Nicky and he went from 
strength to strength. He taught me how to live with my disability.

Bradley is a Greyhound-Whippet boy who also arrived through Lurcher Link. 
Again, he was a foster who arrived in poor condition. He was very underweight, 
covered in 53 bite wounds, food- and nerve-aggressive, and suffered severe 
separation anxiety. He was only staying for a few days, but charmed his way into 
our lives, more particularly my son. He needed lots of care, but him being vulnerable 
made him special. He was adopted in January 2013.

Finally, comes my new dog, a beautiful crossbreed originally named Sam. I was 
looking for a dog to train for assistance work and my sister sent me a photo from 
Facebook with his details. His eyes won my heart and I made enquiries. I had a home-
check and waited to find out if I could adopt him. I had many chats with his foster 
mum and finally was told it was a yes. He was transported from Lincolnshire to me but 
had originally been imported from the Balkans. He is a year old and I have changed his 
name to Frodo. When I saw him in the car, I loved him even more, and when I spoke to 
him, his tail waved. He has settled in really well and is a very clever dog.

I love my rescue boys.
Michaela Walker, by email

Gotcha! 
Send your Gotcha stories and 
photos (minimum size 200kb 

when saved as a jpeg) to us via 
email with ‘Gotcha’ in the subject 

line to editorial@dogstoday 
magazine.co.uk or write in to 

Dogs Today, The Old Print House, 
62 The High Street, Chobham, 

Surrey GU24 8AA, marking 
your envelope ‘Gotcha’. 

Nicky

Many rescue dogs miss out on their birthdays, as no one knows when  they were born exactly. People are now celebrating a very special 
anniversary, the day their dog’s new life began – their ‘Gotcha’ day!  See the panel on the left for how to send us your Gotcha stories... 

We rescued Holly, a yellow Lab, 
on 7 April 2012. She was aged 
seven when we adopted her to 

be a little sister to our then nine-year-old 
yellow Labrador called Jess, whom we 
have had since a puppy. Our Jess was 
slowing down and I wanted another dog, 
as we thought Jess might not be with 
us much longer. Holly has given Jess a 
new lease of life – she will be 13 in two 
weeks’ time and they are so much like 
sisters.

We adopted Holly from Four Paws. Her 
previous owners had to be rehoused to 
a flat and could not take Holly with them. 
She took about six months to settle fully. 
She suffers with colitis and it has taken 
us three years to find a food to agree 
with her. She is such a loving dog. We 
never thought we would love another dog 

as much as Jess. How wrong we were!
I would never have a puppy again. Holly was so easy: no toilet training, chewing 

and sleepless nights – she just fitted straight in.
We would have another rescue tomorrow, and I am constantly looking!

Alison Preston, by email

Holly
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This is Bella, a miniature Border Collie. Our 
gotcha day was very emotional. She was 
rescued from a 'perrera' – a killing station in 

southern Spain. Dogs that are found wandering 
the streets (or any abandoned animals, in fact – 
they also have cats, pigs, horses, and ducks) are 
collected and taken here. They will stay in the 
kennels for a short time, and if no one adopts 
them, they are put to sleep.

She was eight weeks old, tiny, cold and dirty. 
She was in a small cage, stacked with four other cages that also contained puppies. 
You can imagine what happens when one goes to the toilet (the one on the bottom 
has the worse luck!). A rescue charity collected and cleaned her for us and we went to 
collect this ball of fluff that fitted into our hands.

Bella is now two years old, still very wary but very intelligent. I completed a course 
to become a qualified dog trainer last year and she was the dog who passed all the 
practical exams with me. She has since helped to rescue other dogs off the street.

Oh and she has no tail, somebody cut that off! Attached is the photo of her on our 
gotcha day.

Emma Stuart -Cook, by email

F ive years ago, we were reeling from 
the loss of our sweet giant, Abby, 
a long-haired Rottie, who tipped 

the scales at about 120lb. Thinking there 
was no way ever to move on after her 
death, my adult daughter and I were 
remembering her fondly while drinking 
some delicious sangria. After the second 
glass, we started looking – just for fun – 
at dogs available for adoption. 

We stumbled upon Big Fluffy Dog 
Rescue's website and were immediately 
enamoured by the name of the rescue. 
The name fit our family to a T: we love 
dogs – and the bigger and fluffier the 
better! Within seconds a giant, smiling 
boy named Moose caught our eye. It wasn't that he was perhaps the most gorgeous 
dog we'd ever seen – it was the smile in his eyes and on his face that drew us in. His 
spirit reminded us so much of Abby. 

Now, about three glasses of sangria in, my daughter suggested that I fill out an 
application for Moose, "Just for the heck of it." Knowing the kind of response this 
gorgeous boy was likely to get, I had no assumptions that our application would even 
be looked at. Nonetheless, we filled it out and sent it on.  

The next day, I was teaching when my phone rang. On the other end was a 
representative from Big Fluffy who said, "We have your application and we think you 
are the perfect family for Moose." I nearly fell over among 25 five-year-olds! 

Within a couple of days, my husband and daughter travelled from our home in 
Connecticut to Pennsylvania to bring our big boy home. From the minute he jumped 
out of the back of the SUV, all 165 shaggy pounds of him, I knew he was meant to be 
ours. He immediately got along wonderfully with our two resident dogs, found a place 
to snuggle at my feet, and has basically never left. In fact, he is keeping my toes warm 
as I write this! 

Moose embodies everything wonderful about owning a big dog. He is gentle, 
wonderful with children, a head-turner wherever he goes, a big mama's boy, and loved 
by everyone who meets him. We cannot imagine our world without Moose in it. 

I have no doubt that our sweet angel Abby was responsible for the sangria that 
brought Moose to us. She knew he was the perfect dog for our family even as we 
grieved – and continue to mourn – her loss. 

Moose has been with us for five years now, and is just about as perfect a dog as 
anyone could want!

Wendy Cushing

www.animal-health.co.uk
Tel:  01787 476400

JOINT CARE
SUPPLEMENTS

A liquid supplement
to  attain & maintain

healthy joints
the natural way.

DEVILS CLAW

CANI-FLEX

Devils Claw with added
Vitamin C, MSM &

Glucosamine.
For joints & cartilige.

Available in sizes 250ml, 
1 Litre, 2.5 Litre & 5 Litre.

Many rescue dogs miss out on their birthdays, as no one knows when  they were born exactly. People are now celebrating a very special 
anniversary, the day their dog’s new life began – their ‘Gotcha’ day!  See the panel on the left for how to send us your Gotcha stories... 

Bella

Moose

Rescue Me June.indd   77 29/04/2016   19:30



78  Dogs Today June 2016

Sarah Whitehead 
is a pet behaviour 

counsellor who 
runs puppy 
socialisation 

classes, courses in 
animal behaviour

and tackles 
behaviour 

problems in the 
south of England

www.hilifepet.co.uk

Sarah Whitehead’s 

Best behaviour

Remote control

I n the last issue, I discussed 
how important it is for our 
dogs to be able to exercise 

self-control in a multitude of 
different situations. This is quite 
different from us enforcing 
control upon them!

On the whole, dogs need to 
learn impulse control in situations 
where they can become excited 
or aroused – such as during 
greetings, around food and 
toys, or when exciting activity 
or movement might tempt 
them from the path of sensible 
behaviour (kids running in the 
park or another dog barking at 
them from across the street). 

Just like all behavioural 
issues, you need to work on 
your dog’s level of impulse 
control away from these 
challenging situations first, to 
ensure that your dog has had 
sufficient practice to be able 
to maintain composure when 
those times actually happen. 
I find that little-and-often 
practise works best, especially 
when it’s slotted into an 
everyday routine.

Keeping still
OK, so your dog knows how to 
lie down on cue. Easy enough! 
Now you are going to teach him 
to stay there, even when there 
are lots of distractions going on. 
These distractions need to be 
started at a low level and then 
increased as your dog gets the 
idea – there is a risk here that 
we get carried away and do too 
much too soon. 

Begin by asking your dog to 
lie down on cue. Now you are 
going to make sure that he can 
maintain this position for 30 
seconds before you click (or use 
a clicker word, such as “Yes” or 
“Click”) and then treat. 

Once this is secure, you can 
start to add in mild distractions. 
Stand on one leg, put your 
hands on your head, or bend 
your knees as if you are going to 
kneel down. If your dog stays in 
position, click and treat. 

Now you can add in more 
movement and some noise. For 
example, clap your hands, jog on 
the spot or kneel down on the 
floor and get up again. Again, 

reward your dog for resisting the 
impulse to get up and join you. If 
he fails, you know you have done 
too much – go back a stage and 
help him get it right. 

Once your dog’s ‘parked 
position’ is reliable, you can invite 
others to help. For example, if your 
dog gets over-excited around 
children, keep him on the lead and 
at some distance from the kids 
to start with. Ask for a down and 
keep his concentration on you. If 
the kids are moving around and 
your dog moves, quickly shift your 
body to ‘block’ his view and to act 
as a physical reminder to control 
himself. Don’t forget, he needs big 
rewards for big impulse control 
when he gets it right. 

Toy control
Dogs who are obsessed with 
toys present a double-edged 
sword in terms of impulse control 
training. Their obsession with play 
and chasing means that their 
motivation in training is likely to be 
strong, as they will work hard to 
get their reward. However, it can 
also mean that watching children 

If your control of your dog is remote, and his own self-control 
is non-existent, impulse training is essential… 

Words:
Sarah Whitehead

Illustration:
Kevin Brockbank
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play in the garden or run in 
the park may be more than 
they can resist – especially if 
the kids also have a football! 

To increase your dog’s 
self-control when toys are 
around, it is usually best to 
ensure that both the sit and 
down positions are solid and 
reliable. Then, with your dog 
in a sit or down and on a 
lead, you can gently pretend 
to throw a toy. Faking this 
in the initial stages helps, 
because if your dog does fly 
off to fetch the toy, he won’t 
accidentally be rewarded by 
getting it. Reward generously 
for him staying in position. 

Build your body 
movements until you finally 
can toss the toy to one side, 
while he stays. To reward this 
self-controlled behaviour, 
throw another toy in the 
opposite direction, and then 
allow the dog to chase that 
one instead – this helps to 
teach the dog to look for the 
rewarding toy in the opposite 
direction to the one that he 
initially wanted to chase. 

Food restraint
Teaching a dog to wait for 
his food politely used to be 
on the trainers’ list of rules 
that would mean the owner 
was boss. We no longer 
believe this philosophy, but 
waiting to be fed in a calm 
and quiet manner is very 
definitely going to challenge 
some dogs’ impulse control. If 
your dog dives into his food 
before the dish even hits the 
ground, teaching him to be a 
little more patient can have 
positive knock-on effects in 
other areas of training. 

However, one word of 
warning – do not attempt to 
teach this exercise to a dog 
with food-guarding issues, 
as it may well increase his 
frustration and could make 
his aggression worse.

Ask your dog to sit while 
you make up his food. Most 
dogs will happily do this, as 
they know what’s coming. 
Next, with the food dish in 
your hand, bend slightly, as 
if you are going to place 
the food on the floor. If your 
dog moves, simply stand up 
again with the dish still in your 
hand and quietly ask for a 
sit. Repeat this until he stays 
sitting and you can place the 

food on the floor, then release 
him quietly to eat with a cue. 

Most dogs take a few 
repetitions to understand 
and get this right – but if 
you have a dog that wants 
to scavenge bits from the 
gutter as you walk, you will 
know it’s worth practising. 

After you!
Doorway training is a 
wonderful way of teaching 
dogs to control themselves 
in exciting situations. It is also 
a sensible safety precaution, 
as it prevents dogs from 
rushing out on to roads or to 
greet strangers when risks 
are present. 

Start by using an interior 
door. Walk towards the door 
with your dog on a lead, 
and open it just one inch. 
Watch your dog carefully. 
Being careful not to trap 
your dog’s nose, close the 
door immediately if he tries 
to push past you through the 
door. Then wait. Watch your 
dog for an acknowledgement 
of eye contact or a tiny step 
back. Open it again, just a 
tiny amount. Close it again 
if your dog moves forward, 
open it a little more if he 
steps back. 

For most bright dogs, this 
exercise only needs to be 
repeated a few times before 
they realise that actually they 
are in control of whether the 
door opens or closes – with 
the added advantage that 
you can walk through when 
you are ready without being 
pulled. 

Once you have mastered 
this on interior doors, do the 
same at your front door. This 
helps greatly with meeting 
and greeting visitors and 
could save your dog from 
rushing out on to a road or 
into danger. 

 
As humans, we know that 
mastering self-control can 
be far more challenging 
than having control imposed 
upon us. Just think about 
the difficulty that we can 
have giving up smoking, 
losing weight or resisting 
just one more chocolate 
biscuit! Impulse control takes 
willpower, practice and the 
belief that the end result of 
being patient will, in fact, be 
more rewarding. r

FOLLOW 
  US ON...IS YOUR DOG A HILIFE DOG?

www.hilifepet.co.uk

Take the first step to a new career 
with dogs… with Sarah Whitehead and 
the Think Dog! Certificate Course
This six-month education course is fully accredited by 
the Open College Network and represents the cutting 
edge of modern behaviour and training – presented in 
an accessible and enjoyable way. 

The course is home-study based, allowing you to work at 
your own pace, and features practical and field-based 
research that fits with your interests. 

If you want to become proficient in helping others train 
their dogs and design a future for yourself that is both 
compelling and achievable, there’s no better place to start.

Unique course features: 

• Illustrated, up-to-the-minute course notes 

• DVD material – demonstrating a real case history 

• Experienced and professional tutors – who are active 
practitioners in the field

• Friendly, personal support from tutors via email and 
phone

• Course designed to be a part of a progressive education 
programme in line with proposed requirements for dog 
training instructors

Call or click! Visit www.thinkdog.org or call 01753 856780  
to enrol or for a chat about our courses

Study at hom
e
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Across
1  Terrier involved in 

historical tea party? (6)

4  This terrier would wear a 
dog collar (6)

9  Employees on ring roads 
hire a home for bull 
terriers (13)

10  Former wife joins Italian 
to go out (4)

11  Find tailless terrier 
trembling in front of vet, 
mostly (8)

13  Lots of dried fruit for the 
man in charge (6)

14  Having something to 
wag? (6)

18  Gazza sacrifices nothing 
to provide a home for a 
big, blue, French breed 
(8)

20  Catch in a Greyhound’s 
stall (4)

22  F-French spaniel, tailless 
variety? Wrong, a dog of 
German origin (13)

23  Laugh at some rude 
riders (6)

24  Dogs made from stones? 
(6)

Down
1  Male singer captures 

group of hounds (7)

2  Hunting dog, one trapped 
by rickety panels (7)

3  Stupid types tucking into 
loaf sugar (4)

5  Train a US variety from 
Vienna? (8)

6  Type of card for 
machines? Blow that! 
(5)

7  It’s pleasant to entertain 
English member of the 
family (5)

8  Group of dogs about to 
get into bed (5)

12  Red journalist on a desert 
island? (8)

15  Hunting dog that pitches 
to one side (7)

16  Goes off from French 
areas (7)

17  Slowcoach is to go 
cruising around the north 
(5)

18  Billy the dog is so 
imposing (5)

19  It’s less risky, adjusting 
fares (5)

21  Afghan’s continent, as I 
initially assumed (4)

May solution

Across: 
7 Japanese Spitz; 
8 Samoyeds; 
10 At last; 11 
Norway; 13 Border; 
15 Ossify; 17 
Siberian; 19 Mudi; 
20 Pedigree breed

Down: 
1 Basket; 2 
Lakeland; 3 Welsh 
Terriers; 4 German 
Pointer; 5 Spay; 
6 Stadia; 12 
Rosemary; 14 
Oliver; 16 Fidget; 
18 Exit

Name:  _____________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________

____________________________________________

__________________  Postcode: _______________

Telephone:  _________________________________

Email address: ______________________________

Breed/type of dog: _________________________
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How to enter
Send your entry 
to arrive by 9 June 
2016 to: June 
Crossword, Dogs 
Today, The Old Print 
House, 62 The High 
St, Chobham, Surrey 
GU24 8AA.

The first correct 
entry pulled out 
of the hat after 
the closing date 
will win the prize. 
The judge’s 
decision is final.

We occasionally 
loan our address 
list to charities 
and companies 
we feel may be 
of interest to 
you. Please tick 
if you do not 
wish to receive 
this info. Q

Gyles Brandreth’s 
Prize crossword

Across
1  Small American bull breed (6)

4  _____ Russell Terrier (6)

9  English breed of bull terrier 
(13)

10  Leave the stage (4)

11  Hunter’s order to his dog? (8)

13  Middle Eastern ruler (6)

14  Undocked (6)

18  See 18 down

20  Snare (4)

22  German breed (13)

23  Mock (6)

24  Rough-haired Scottish 
terriers (6)

Down
1  Long, low hounds (7)

2  King Charles, for example (7)

3  Louts (4)

5  Short-haired Pinscher’s nationality (8)

6  Hit hard (5)

7  Female relative (5)

8  Reproduce canines, for instance (5)

12  Left ashore and abandoned (8)

15  Crossbred hunting dog (7)

16  Leaves (7)

17  Slimy garden pest – or culinary delicacy! (5)

18  (And 18 Across) ___ Bleu de ___, French breed (5,8)

19  More secure (5)

21  Continent (4)

Cryptic clues

The winner of this month’s crossword competition 
will receive this Best in Show ceramic treat jar – a 
great place for safely stashing away all your pet’s 
favourite treats – as well as this ‘top dog’ mug, 
perfect for a warm cuppa after walks. 

www.bestinshow.co.uk or @BestinShowuk on Twitter and Instagram.

Quick clues

perfect for a warm cuppa after walks. perfect for a warm cuppa after walks. 

eeeeWIN!
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Words by 
Colin Jeffery 
& Paul Dunn

Bryn’s parents are a Labrador and a Springer Spaniel. 
The first correct entry came from Gerri Hickman, who 

wins Brain Games 
for Dogs book from 
Interpet Publishing 
(01306 873822) 
www.interpet.co.uk

Fun page
The winner of this 
month’s caption 
competition gets 
a PoopPot, an 
expandable, 
airtight pop-out 
poo-bag container. 
It is odour-free 
and can be 
attached to your 
belt, bag or lead 
using the handy 
dog-shaped clip. 
Order yours from 
www.PoopPot
.co.uk

Can you guess 
which breeds 
Missy’s parents are? 
The first correct entry will win 
either a specific breed book 
or a general book on dogs 
courtesy of Interpet Publishing. 

Please state your preferred 
choice of book.

I said fetch 
the ball… 

Wendy Beechy

RUNNERS-UP:
Sausages! 

Stephen Fowler 

I wonder if it 
squeaks

Penny Gerber

You must be a 
Cocker Spaniel

Gerri Hickman

His tail is on 
backwards? 

Lin Hawkins

Oh, a new tug toy! 
Tracy Ridgway

How to enter both competitions:
Send your entries together with your contact 
details via email to comps@dogstodaymagazine

.co.uk or post to: June Competitions, Dogs Today, The Old Print House, 
62 The High St, Chobham, Surrey GU24 8AA, to arrive by 9 June 2016

Missy’s parents are? 
The first correct entry will win 

Cross 
question

April cross question winner
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Strange but 

True!

e Jean Howard’s husband, Richard, 
was about to take a bath in their home 
in Caterham, Surrey, and she told him 
to leave the water afterwards so the 
family Great Dane, Dolly, could be 
washed. He was taking such a long 
time in the bath that Jean looked 
around the bathroom door to check on 
him – and to her amusement she found 
Richard sitting at one end of the bath 
and Dolly at the other! 

e A jokey notice asks callers to 
knock loudly at Carol Cooper’s home 
in Deal, Kent, because her guard dog, 
Lucy, is going deaf.

e A stray dog rescued by Charles 
Howard rewarded him by locking him 
out of his car for two hours. The stray 
accidentally pushed the door lock 
down when Charles nipped out to get 
money from a cashpoint in Redhill, 
Surrey, leaving his keys in the car. 
When Charles got back to the car, the 
pooch was asleep on the back seat, 
and Charles was stranded on a double 
yellow-line. He was rescued by his wife, 
who arrived with spare keys. 

The stray dog, now called Keys, 
has been given a permanent home 
by Charles after his owner couldn’t 
be traced.

e A five-year-old boy was saved from 
certain death when his grandmother’s 
dog leapt into the road to save him. 
Harry, a five-year-old Boxer, pulled 
Clive Murray out of the way of a car 
in Chichester, Suffolk. 

“Harry dashed after Clive when he 
rushed out into the road and grabbed 
his arm and pulled him back out of 
danger,” explained grandma Freda 
Shepherd. “It happened so quickly and 
thank God that Harry was there with 
me to save Clive.” 

e Fussy pooch Robbie, a three-year-
old mongrel, will only eat tinned food if 
owner Clive Rollands mixes it with 
baked beans first. 

“He’s liked baked beans ever since 
he was a puppy,” said Clive, “and he 
can’t get enough of them.”

e Dogs fouling Amsterdam pavements 
land their owners with a £50 fine – £10 
more than the penalty for humans 
doing the same thing.

April caption winners

Wendy Beechy

Stephen Fowler 

Penny Gerber

Gerri Hickman

April caption winners
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How to enter both competitions:
Send your entries together with your contact 
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Your dog might enjoy being stroked, but that’s not the same as all-over 
handling. Help him overcome having ticklish toes and shying away from 
having his nails clipped and teeth brushed with these exercises…

Paws, claws and jaws1

Your dog must become familiar with being 
handled closely by people he does not 
know. Look out for signs that he does not 

feel comfortable with you, his best friend, handling 
his feet. If you cannot touch them, there’s a 
strong chance he will not let anyone else do it.

To begin, plan to take several days over this 
exercise. You may need weeks if your dog is 
sensitive to touch. Above all, go at your dog’s 
pace and do a little each day. A good time is 
when you would normally sit with your dog in a 
relaxed way, such as when you are watching TV.

r Treats your dog loves, 
cut into small pieces

r Treat pot that you will 
always use for this fun 
exercise

r Nail clippers (you do 
not need to use them, 
first ensure your dog 
becomes accustomed to 
them being around him)

You will need

1    
 While your dog is 
settled, stroke him very 
gently and go over each 
part of his body. Check 
for signs that he is 
pulling away. If he gets 
up and moves, perhaps 
you have been a little 
too vigorous or gone 
on for too long. Make a 
note of which areas he 
is uncertain about being 
touched. Work on these 
last of all.

2    
 Choose a non-sensitive 
area (one he does not 
react to, such as a front 
paw, although this area 
may differ for each 
dog). Simply handle it 
gently, then praise and 
give your dog a small 
treat. Repeat, allowing 
your dog to ‘offer’ his 
paw and withdraw it 
when he wishes.

3    
 Start to handle this 
paw a little more firmly, 
examining each claw in 
turn. Each time, praise 
while the paw is in your 
hand. Then give the 
treat.

Paw check and claw clip

84  Dogs Today June 2016

Karen Wild.indd   84 29/04/2016   19:38



Paws, claws and jaws
Teeth4    

 Progress to holding the clippers towards his paw. 
Take time and allow your dog to move away if he 
wishes; if this happens, stop immediately until the 
next session. 

5    
 Practise squeezing the clippers shut away from the 
dog’s paw, so that he gets used to the sound. If he 
reacts to them, move them away a little. Each time 
the clippers are squeezed, praise calm behaviour 
and give a treat.

6    
 Only when your dog stays relaxed at the above 
stages should you attempt to clip the claw. Be 
careful not to clip it too short, as this can be very 
painful for the dog and can cause bleeding. If you 
prefer, your vet can do the actual clipping for you. 
In this case, simply practise ’holding’ the claw within 
the clippers. Praise and treat as before.

Remember that you do not need to examine all four paws 
or clip all claws in a single session. Take your time and 
work over a number of days or weeks. They will not grow 
back that quickly, so one claw a week might work out best!

Many products exist that do not require you to physically 
brush your dog’s teeth. Check with your vet which ones 
might be most suitable for your dog. Nonetheless, it is 
important that your dog allows his teeth to be closely 
examined, either for cleaning or simply to check inside 
his mouth.

1    
 As before, when relaxing with your dog, gently 
handle him and observe his reactions to this 
touch, especially around his head and mouth. 
Allow him to move away whenever he wishes. 
If he is calm, praise and give him a treat. If he 
is unsure, stop and only handle the ’enjoyable’ 
areas first, gradually moving towards the trickier 
areas over a few days or weeks.

2    
 If he remains relaxed, work a little more around 
his mouth area, touching it gently, and then 
praising for calmness and offering a treat. Ideally, 
he should happily start poking his face towards 
you, asking for more touch. If he withdraws his 
head, leave him be for another day.

3    
 Slowly progress to handling his lips and lifting 
one side very gently to expose his teeth. Praise 
each time, stop and give him a treat. Pause, to 
see if he is offering to stay there for more. If 
so, examine the other side of his mouth, praise 
and treat. Have a break until the next practice 
session.

4    
 Work your way through the above stages at the 
next session, and if your dog is comfortable, 
progress to lifting the front of his lips for upper 
and lower teeth and gums. Praise and treat. 
Take it in simple stages so that he learns this 
touch-praise-treat game.

5    
 Next session, work up to gently opening  
his mouth for a very brief period.  t
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Words & photos: Karen Wild

Karen Wild, CCAB, ABIPDT and APBC member has been training dogs for over 16 years. Her behaviour and 
training practice has helped many celebs with their dogs. She works with families and their dogs on vet referral  

and gives online advice via www.karenwild.co.uk or call her on 01778 560465. Karen’s book 21 Days To The 
Perfect Dog: The friendly boot camp for your imperfect pet is available now from all good booksellers.

If your dog has a history of aggressive 
behaviour when being handled, do not attempt 
these exercises without consulting a qualified 
professional. If your dog shows any early signs of 
nervous behaviour such as going very still, licking 
or panting, and trying to move away, allow him this 
choice. Stop immediately. Always heed any warnings 
as your dog is telling you he feels uncomfortable.

6    
 At this point you might want to 
begin teaching the toothbrush. 
Most dog toothpaste is a tasty 
meat flavour! Allow your dog 
to lick it from the brush for the 
first few practice sessions so 
that you can see if he likes the 
taste. If he does not, you may 
need to shop around!

7    
 Once he is enjoying the brush’s 
toothpaste taste, begin lifting 
the lip as you have already 
practised, and gently brush the 
exposed teeth. Only aim for 
one tooth per session at this 
point, as your dog needs to 
enjoy it and to trust you.

8    
 Progress to the other teeth, then the front of 
the mouth, and finally, over several sessions, 
open his mouth and clean the inside teeth. 
Each time, stop and allow him to move away 
at any point he chooses. 
Say cheese!

Important
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DOGS GO 

FREE

Hostedby Channel 4Supervetprofessor NoelFitzpatrick

TO BOOK VISIT DOG-FEST.CO.UK OR CALLOR CALLOR CALLOR CALLOR CALLOR CALLOR CALL 08716 207 058*

The best day out for you and your dog! *calls cost 10p per minute *calls cost 10p per minute 
plus network extras

18 & 19 JUNE

CHESHIRE
ARLEY HALL

25 & 26 JUNE
WINDSOR

GREAT PARK

THE ULTIMATE SUMMER FESTIVAL FOR DOGS!

 Featuring: The Great Dog Walk, agility displays,  
fun dog competitions, have-a-go sessions and dog diving! 
PLUS: Food, drink, shopping and music for the humans too!
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Peter Neville is 
Adjunct Professor 
in Animal Behaviour 

at the Dept of 
Animal Sciences, 
The Ohio State 

University, USA, and 
a Founding Director 

of the Centre 
of Applied Pet 

Ethology (Coape) 
in the UK. He has 

been a contributor 
to Dogs Today 

since the very first 
issue, and takes a 
True Case History 

for us from his files 
each month.

For details of the 
first regulated, 

dedicated Diploma 
in Companion 

Animal Behaviour 
and Training to 
degree level in 

the UK that Peter 
teaches with his 

Coape colleagues, 
Coape’s distance-
learning courses, 

help with behaviour 
problems, and info 
about Peter’s other 
doggie activities, 

visit www.coape.org  

Words: 
Peter Neville

Peter Neville’s 

True Case History

The unusual case of the blind dog and his wonderful guide!

The client

Owner:  Caroline Kelly  

Address:  Poole, Dorset

Name:  Billy

Breed:  Mixed breed

Age:  2 years 

Sex:  Neutered male

in Animal Behaviour 

University, USA, and 
a Founding Director 

since the very first 

The unusual case of the blind dog and his wonderful guide!

Owner:

Address:

Name:

Breed:

Age:

Sex:Sex:

Hi Peter

My dog-mad sister fi nally talked me into 

adopting a rescue dog recently, but with a twist… 

the dog is blind. 

Billy is coming home next week and I need to 

prepare for his arrival. I’ve never had a dog 

before, let alone a blind one, and I have no real 

idea what to expect. I hope you can help me. 

Kind regards,

Caroline Kelly
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When I first met 
Caroline, she 
was a mixture of 

terrified and excited about 
the arrival of her new dog. 
Billy, a two-year-old mixed 
breed, had been found 
wandering next to a road 
in the Dorset countryside. 
He was completely blind 
in both eyes, and no one 
knew how he had survived 
or for how long on his own. 
He had no ID or microchip, 
so no one knew anything 
about him. 

Billy was quite stressed 
when he was picked up by 
a dog lover, but he was still 
an absolute sweetheart. 
He spent three weeks 
at a local animal shelter, 
as they tried to find his 
owner, but when nobody 
claimed him, he was put 
up for adoption. Caroline’s 
sister, Jamie, worked at 
the shelter as a volunteer, 
and she noticed how 
potential adopters always 
walked past Billy’s kennel 
because of his blindness. 
Billy wasn’t doing well and 
as his mood continued to 
deteriorate in confinement, 
Jamie decided to focus on 
him and find him a home as 
soon as possible. 

Jamie wanted to take 
Billy herself, but she 
already had five dogs and 
didn’t think Billy would cope 
in a home with so many 
others. So she went to 
Caroline’s house for tea 
one day and told her all 
about Billy. Caroline had 
always half wanted a dog 
and, under Jamie’s gentle 
persuasion, felt that she 
could probably offer him 
a safe, quiet home. Her 
home-check was approved 
and Billy was duly booked 
in to be castrated before 
he could go to his new 
home. That’s when she 
called me for help. 

Meet and greet
Caroline and I went to the 
shelter to meet Billy. I spent 
two hours in his company 
and could see why Jamie 
liked him. He was a very 
gentle dog, who moved with 
care and thoroughly loved 
any attention lavished on 
him. It was obvious that he 
was not happy in his current 
environment, and I knew 
that it was very important to 
help Caroline be successful 
as his new adoptive owner 
for Billy’s sake as much as 
Caroline’s. 

W e returned to Caroline’s 
home to evaluate what Billy 
would need. First, I asked 

Caroline to move all small obstacles 
out of the way in the general living 
area, as Billy would need to first 
learn about the rooms without falling 
over small things like footstools. We 
also made sure that there were no 
electrical cables lying around, and I 
suggested applying scented oil to the 
back door that led to the grass where 
he would eliminate, as this would help 
him to identify the route ‘out’ in case 
he needed to relieve himself. 

Caroline bought three dog beds for 
him, and we decided to place these 
throughout the house. The first one 
went into her bedroom next to her 
bed, where Billy would sleep during 
the night. The second went on to the 
covered patio for when he wanted to 
relax outside, and the third went into 
the lounge where Caroline spent most 
of her time during the day and in the 
evenings. 

Billy would need to have large, safe 
chew toys, and Caroline was happy to 
purchase the selection I recommended. 
We initially placed some chew toys in 
each bed to help him find the bed more 
easily. His food and water bowls were 
placed in a convenient, easy to reach 
space in the kitchen and we moved 
the dustbin so he wouldn’t need to 
navigate around it to find his bowls.  

Tackling the problem

t

B
ackground to the problem
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Billy was already comfortable 
walking on a lead, which was a 
big bonus. When Caroline went 
to collect him, she asked me to 
accompany her, which I did most 
happily. Billy recognised us by 
sound and scent, and was quite 
willing to get into Caroline’s car. 
He settled on the back seat, in his 
seat belt, during the drive home, 
and when Caroline brought him 
into the garden he immediately 
started sniffing around. 

On the nose
It was amazing to observe the way 
he had adjusted to his disability. 
Billy would walk forward by first 
sniffing and then carefully placing 
one foot in front of the other, 
almost feeling his way about. 
Once he’d covered a particular 
area, his walking became more 
confident and he started to be less 
cautious; clearly, he was mapping 
his environment. His sense of smell 
was fantastic – he found his chew 
toys and his bed within minutes and 
settled to have a good chew after 
the initial exploration was over.

I left Caroline with some advice 

about introducing him to the house 
room by room under supervision, 
and promised to visit her again in 
two days’ time. When I returned 
for my follow-up visit, I was thrilled 
to see Billy standing at the gate, 
barking at me. He was quite 
friendly once I said hello, and he 
bounded next to me as I went into 
the house. 

Caroline told me that he had 
settled quickly and spent most of 
the first two days exploring. The 
first night was a little tricky, as 
she had to take him out twice to 
eliminate (she also mentioned that 
he sniffed at the door both times), 
but after that, he could find his 
way out by himself. There had 
been no accidents thus far, and 
he even started to go outside into 
the garden by himself to lie in the 
sun or explore. 

Caroline wanted to know if she 
would ever be able to take Billy 
for a walk. I didn’t see why not; 
he was clearly a very adaptable 
dog. We put his lead on to see if 
he would be OK with it, and, much 
to Caroline’s delight, he went and 
stood by the gate. We couldn’t not 

take him now, so we took a deep 
breath and went for it…

Billy walked beautifully on the 
lead. He stuck next to Caroline and 
didn’t walk ahead of her once. She 
said she was completely surprised 
by his perfect ‘heel’ and I realised 
that Billy was actually using her 
as his ‘guide person’ – he knew 
he could safely walk forward if 
he stuck next to her legs! Given 
this discovery, I suggested that 
Caroline stop every now and then 
to allow him to have a good sniff 
about. Billy loved these pit-stops 
and would thoroughly explore 
every inch of the space before 
coming back to Caroline’s legs. 
It really was amazing to witness 
the bond and trust that was rapidly 
being established between the 
two of them. 

Confi dence boost
Given his enthusiasm to engage in 
new activities, I suggested some 
basic training for Caroline to do with 
him. It seemed like a good idea to 
teach him to leave things, to stop 
and stand still on cue, to know the 
difference between ‘go left’ and ‘go 
right’, and to back it up. We also 
decided to teach him to step ‘over’ 
and to duck his head for ‘under’. 
By teaching Billy these basic cues, 
Caroline could guide him without 
him relying only on her legs! I also 
suggested training him how to do an 
emergency ‘down’ cue, just in case!

I spent the next five weeks 
working with Caroline and Billy to 
help with the training. I enjoyed 
every moment that I got to spend 
with this amazing dog and owner. 
Caroline’s confidence grew as her 
dog’s confidence grew. 

I finally said my goodbyes to them two months after our initial 
meeting. I received an email from Caroline a few weeks later, 
saying, “Peter, just an update on our progress. Billy has become 

my best friend, and I am so thankful for your help. He loves the 
training and we’ve actually enrolled for a clicker training class near 
us, can you believe? I will see how he does, but the trainer is quite 
keen to work with him and says that she knows you, having studied 
with Coape! We are very excited about the training and I am sure 
that Billy will love it too. Once again, thank you so much!” 

I
The result...

Tackling the problem
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T: 020 8658 0002

E: info@safedog.co.uk

W: www.safedog.co.uk

We have showrooms in Kent, Norfolk, 

Hertfordshire, Hampshire, Lancashire*,

Devon, Cornwall* and West Midlands. 

We also ship crates fl atpacked.

Hope to see you at Dogfest!
All show dates are on our website.

*new fi tting centres opened March & April 2016

FRENCH BY NATURE

JACK RUSSELL PARIS

W W W . P U R R F E C T L Y Y A P P Y . C O M
-  W H E R E  C A R I N G  P E T  O W N E R S  L O V E  T O  S H O P  -

BRITISH BY NAME

AN INSPIRED RANGE OF LUXURY PET 
CARRIERS MADE FROM HIGH QUALITY 
MATERIALS AND BUILT TO LAST.

p61_DogsMonthlyJun16.indd   55 22/04/2016   15:20
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Smokey Paws provides pet oxygen 
masks to the fi re service. 

But many more masks are needed. 

You can donate via 
www.smokeypaws.co.uk 

or email info@smokeypaws.co.uk

Labrador Lifeline Trust  
Need help rehoming your Labrador? Looking 
for a Labrador? Then look no further as we  

know and understand the breed.

01256 884027      07860 691251
www.labrador-lifeline.co.uk

selabres@btconnect.com

Reg. Charity No. 1076061

Helping Springers, Helping Owners
Charity No 1015587

•  become a member of the charity 
•  assist us with fund-raising, fostering/kennelling 

or dog transport
•  becoming a helper or  

rehoming co-ordinator 
•  apply to adopt an English  

Springer looking for a new home

English Springer Spaniel Welfare

For more details please visit our website

www.essw.co.uk

If you have an interest in this lovely 
breed here’s how you can help

Welcome to Charity Spotlight - a handy reference point for 
good folk doing great work. We’re helping to raise the profi le 
of this diverse group of people and we encourage you to get 
involved with them, be it fundraising or even volunteering.

We would like to include all charities – large and small – that 
have anything at all to do with the world of dogs. If you’d like to 
see your organisation featured in these pages, please call Mike 
McGlynn on 01276 858880 for more details. And if you’ve not yet 
got charity status but are still doing great work, have a chat with 
Mike – we may still be able to include you!
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Reg. Charity No. 1161554

The fi rst UK Assistance Dog charity
 to help improve the quality of life for 

Veterans who suffer from PTSD

www.veteranswithdogs.org.uk
Veterans With Dogs, Hannahs at Seale-Hayne, 
Howton Lane, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 6NQ. 

01626 374041 ● 0843 289 8899

‘A relationship based on respect, 
care and compassion’

The next pet saved could be yours

The Labrador Lifeline Trust is in its 
18th year, is a full member of the ADCH, and a 
KC-approved breed rescue, and as such, adheres 
to a strict code of conduct. We do not use home- 
or dog-checkers from forums; all assessments are 
carried out by our own experienced helpers, who 
know the Labrador inside out.

Lifeline helps any Labrador in need, regardless 
of age or infirmity, as we feel they all deserve a 

chance of happiness. We do not have a kennel full of stressed dogs 
to view, but prefer to use our wonderful foster homes, where dogs are 
happier and enjoy continuity of care. Should we need to use a kennel, 
it will be one we have approved and used before.

Many dogs pass through our hands, but there is always one that will 
steal our hearts and make the 24/7 work we do worthwhile. Recently, a 
beautiful boy came in as an emergency, thin, flea-ridden, with engine oil 
in his coat; he was stressed and totally disorientated. Very quickly he 
blossomed into a gentle, affectionate and grateful dog, and is now in 
his forever home. He is just one of a long list, but we mend them all 
and send them on their merry way to happiness.

If you are looking to adopt a Labrador, have a dog you can 
no longer keep, or just want some advice, please call or email us: 

info@labrador-lifeline.com or 01256 884027.
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The 

Labrador 

Lifeline Trust

(Reg. Charity No 

1076061)
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Rescuing and rehoming
greyhounds and lurchers

throughout the UK

Registered charity 1131399

Labrador Retriever Rescue Southern England 
Registered Charity No: 

Dedicated to the  the rescue of Labrador & Labrador crosses 
 

 
 

 
 

Could you offer a  FOREVER HOME 
by ADOPTING a Labrador 

FOSTER HOMES & HELPERS   
always needed 

 
Tel: 07768130418 

WWW.LABRADOR-RESCUE.ORG.UK 

Labrador Retriever Rescue Southern England 
Registered Charity No:  1105955 

Dedicated to the  the rescue of Labrador & Labrador crosses 
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Could you offer a  FOREVER HOME 
by ADOPTING a Labrador 

FOSTER HOMES & HELPERS   
always needed 
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WWW.LABRADOR-RESCUE.ORG.UK 

Labrador Retriever Rescue 
Southern England

Dedicated to the rescue of Labrador  
& Labrador crosses

Registered Charity No: 1105955

Tel: 07768 130418
WWW.LABRADOR-RESCUE.ORG.UK

Save Our Strays 
give them Hope
We save dogs from destruction or emergency 

situations, irrespective of breed, age or 
medical condition, finding them spaces with 
reputable rescues or rehoming them through 

our network of foster homes.
07545 822919  

enquiries@hoperescue.org.uk 
www.hoperescue.org.uk

Registered Charity No 1129629

4x1 Hope Rescue.indd   1 1/2/12   09:48:42

Often in rescue through no fault of their 
own, Staffi es make great family pets.

Can you offer a home?
Could you help us to raise 
funds or make a donation 
to help save more lives? 

Please visit our website to 
fi nd your nearest affi liated 
regional group

www.staffordwelfare.com
Reg. Charity No. 1058627 

STAFFORDSHIRE BULL 
TERRIER WELFARE 

PRIORY ROAD ASCOT 
BERKSHIRE SL5 8RJ

01344 882689

We are a non-destruction 
sanctuary for abandoned 

& unwanted dogs

Registered Charity No. 256728

established 1958

REGISTERED CHARITY No: 1150320

Irish
Retriever
Rescue

Safeguarding the futures of abused, abandoned,
neglected or simply unwanted Golden Retrievers.
We always welcome volunteers who will act as
loving and understanding adopters, transporters,
fosterers or homecheckers.
If you are interested in lending a 
hand or simply wish to make 
a donation please visit our website....

REGISTERED CHARITY No: 1150320

Irish Retriever Rescue 
is committed to
safeguarding the 
futures of abused,
abandoned,
neglected or simply
unwanted Golden
Retrievers.
If you are interested 
in lending a hand or
simply wish to make 
a donation please 
visit our website...

irishretrieverrescue.com

irishretrieverrescue.com

Dogs Today
Charity Spotlight 
Version A
43 x 43 mm

Dogs Today
Charity Spotlight 
Version B 
43 x 43 mm

www.dogshelpingkids.co.uk

Registered Charity No. 1148913

We are dedicated to training 
carefully selected dogs to work

as educational & therapeutic 
aids in the school, college & 

library environment.Registered Charity No. 1148913

We are dedicated to training 
carefully selected dogs to work

as educational & therapeutic 
aids in the school, college & 

library environment.

Provides Assistant Dog training for 
people with physical disabilities 

who have their own dog. 

www.dogaid.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 1098619 

Make A Difference 
By making a Donation on-line. 

As a Dog Trainer could you 
volunteer to be an Instructor? 

Visit our website for more 
information. 

Dog A. I. D. 

0870 9917382 or 01237 477993
www.loveyourlabrador.co.uk

Registered Charity No. 1059122

Labrador Rescue 
South East & Central

Responsible for regional Labrador welfare 
since 1996, rehoming over 400 dogs a year. 
Please contact us if you can volunteer 
for vetting, fundraising 
fostering or offer a 
permanent loving home.

Lab Rescue.indd   1 26/11/09   12:09:28

Please contact us or visit our website for more information.
Heathway, Colton, Rugeley,  
Staffs WS15 3LY 
Tel 0871 560 2282
www.bordercollietrustgb.org.uk

Reg Charity No 1053585 
Rescue centre open daily 9-11 am 2-4 pm 

We rescue and rehome 
collies and collie crosses 
throughout the UK. Why not 
subscribe to our ’Border 
Collie World’ quarterly 
magazine? Only £10.00 pa.

BORDER COLLIE TRUST GB

BCT_0310.4x1.indd   1 4/1/10   16:55:42

Charity No: SCO43486

Spanish Stray Dogs

Working tirelessly to help the 
abandoned & neglected dogs of s. Spain

SpanishStrayDogs.ORG.UK

Adopt
friend

a

Founded in 1978. 
Valgrays pride themselves on 

caring for many unwanted dogs 
and rehab work is undertaken. All 
dogs are spayed and castrated - 

homes are checked out.
Val Phillips 01883 624513
 valgrays@hotmail.co.uk

Charity No. 1088503

Valgrays.indd   1 15/3/13   10:16:14

Birch Hill Dog Rescue
Reg. Charity No. 1136306

We are an independent 
registered charity 
with a non-destruction 
policy based in South 
Shropshire. We rescue 

dogs of all breeds and give them a second 
chance of a loving new life. 

If you can offer a home, or would like to 
help, we’d love to hear from you!

01299 270406
www.birchhilldogrescue.org.uk
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If you have to breed – and we 
wish you wouldn’t as there are 
too many unwanted – then 
please avoid breeds regularly 
seen in rescues

Rehoming ex-racing 
greyhounds in the 
North West

07960561988

Registered Charity 
No. 1161079

www.makantsgreyhoundrescue.co.uk
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• FREE Woof Guide
• FREE Pet Pack

• Superb Facilities

Right next to three miles of golden sandy beach

Pet friendly family holidays
   from just£99

Call 0844 7700 406
woolacombe.com/dog

Calls to this number cost 5p per minute plus
your phone company’s access charge.
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Our guide to Dog-Friendly 
accommodation
If you are looking for the perfect holiday venue where 
both you and your dog(s) can unwind, look no furthter. 
To advertise your Dog-Friendly Accommodation please contact 
James on 01276 858880 or email James@petsubjects.co.uk

Holidays with a Personal Touch
Stay in a Coast or Country Cottage and 

enjoy the best of both worlds!

Tel: 0191 231 3020
Email: enquiries@cottagesinnorthumberland.co.uk

www.cottagesinnorthumberland.co.uk

Dog 
Fri

end
ly

CottagesInNorthumbria_B637159_2RS.indd   1 07/07/2015   09:28

Kates Boats
Whether you’re looking for a family holiday with a
difference or just want to unwind and take life 
at a more tranquil pace, based in the heart of 
Warwickshire each boat in our luxury narrowboat 
holiday fleet provides a level of comfort and 
convenience that is normally associated with privately 
owned narrowboats. We get a whole range of pets 
coming along on holiday, including budgies, hampsters 
and the occasional cat. The most popular pet that 
comes on holiday are the dogs, who can join in and 
really be part of the fun, we reckon if dogs could 
design holidays this would be it!

Contact Cheryl or Rebecca on - 01926 492968
Email - enquiries@kateboats.co.uk
Web - www.kateboats.co.uk

WINTERTON HOLIDAYS in NORFOLK 
offer a selection of superb, dog friendly 
self catering chalets located at Winterton 
on Sea.  
A picturesque holiday park by the sea and 
close to the Norfolk Broads. Miles of 
walks along the valley, dunes and beach. 
www.wintertonholidays.com 
Telephone 01493 444700 
 Email admin@wintertonholidays.com

 
- Holiday Of The Month -

DTM0616_Classi.indd   2 27/04/2016   16:00
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Holidays Holidays - Cornwall

Holidays - Cumbria

Holidays

 Tremaine Green Country Cottages 
Nr Looe/Polperro/Fowey/Eden Product 

 Romantic stone cottages set round their own green with fields all around. Lots 
of coastal walks nearby.  Family and Dogs welcome and made to feel at home. 

(Late deals available).  Brochure available. 

www.tremainegreen.co.uk | Tel: 01503 220333  

Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 2DS  T: 01548 853055 
E: info@bucklandtoutsaints.co.uk   www.tout-saints.co.uk

/toutsaints
@tout_saints

We welcome all well behaved dogs here at Buckland and 
offer them a free one night stay. There’s lots of walks and an 

exclusive treat for your ‘best friend’ on arrival. 

Visit our website or call for latest special doggy breaks.

Bring your dog to Devon and stay with us at 
Buckland Tout-Saints Hotel. 

Quote ‘Dogs Today’
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Study at home -  
canine courses  
for dog enthusiasts

  Canine Psychology and Behaviour
  Canine Anatomy and Physiology
  Managing a Small Canine Business

  Canine Care and Welfare
  Canine Nutrition
  Dog Training Theory

Reaseheath College, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 6DF

hazels@reaseheath.ac.uk
www.reaseheath.ac.uk/caninestudies

          01270 613166 

To find out more about our level 3 
accredited courses contact

D e s i g n e rs  o f  b ea u t i fu l  L i b e r t y  p r i n t  co l l a rs ,  co l o u r fu l
ro p e  l ea d s ,  b o n e  s h a p e d  to y s  w i t h  a n i s e e d  &

l u x u r i o u s  p et  b l a n ket s ,  a l l  h a n d  m a d e  i n  E n g l a n d .
Fo r  e v e r y  s t y l i s h  p et

www.naturalpet-toy.co.uk
Mail order: 01275 370 935

　㠀　　 㔀 ㌀㠀㠀 

ⴀ 䌀栀漀椀挀攀 漀昀 䈀☀䈀 漀爀 猀攀氀昀 挀愀琀攀爀攀搀 愀挀挀漀洀洀漀搀愀琀椀漀渀

ⴀ 䄀氀氀 爀漀漀洀猀 挀漀洀瀀氀攀琀攀 眀椀琀栀 愀渀 攀渀ⴀ猀甀椀琀攀 戀愀琀栀爀漀漀洀

ⴀ 䌀漀琀琀愀最攀猀 愀氀猀漀 愀瘀愀椀氀愀戀氀攀 昀漀爀 甀瀀 琀漀 㐀 最甀攀猀琀猀

ⴀ 倀攀愀欀 搀椀猀琀爀椀挀琀 氀漀挀愀琀椀漀渀Ⰰ 最爀攀愀琀 昀漀爀 眀愀氀欀攀爀猀

刀攀猀琀愀甀爀愀渀琀 愀渀搀 戀愀爀 猀攀爀瘀椀渀最 
愀 猀攀氀攀挀琀椀漀渀 漀昀 氀漀挀愀氀 最甀攀猀琀 䄀氀攀猀

吀眀椀渀 愀渀搀 搀漀甀戀氀攀 爀漀漀洀猀

䐀漀最 䘀爀椀攀渀搀氀礀 簀 䘀爀攀攀 圀椀䘀椀 簀 䘀爀攀攀 倀愀爀欀椀渀最 　㐀㌀ ㌀㘀㔀 　㈀㈀㔀

䔀洀愀椀氀㨀 氀椀琀琀氀攀樀漀栀渀栀漀琀攀氀䀀戀琀挀漀渀渀攀挀琀⸀挀漀洀
䄀搀搀爀攀猀猀㨀 匀琀愀琀椀漀渀 刀漀愀搀Ⰰ 䠀愀琀栀攀爀猀愀最攀Ⰰ 
䠀漀瀀攀 嘀愀氀氀攀礀Ⰰ 匀㌀㈀ 䐀䐀

䌀漀洀昀漀爀琀愀戀氀攀Ⰰ 
瀀攀愀挀攀昀甀氀 挀漀琀琀愀最攀猀

猀氀攀攀瀀椀渀最 ㈀ⴀ㠀⸀

䄀瘀愀椀氀愀戀氀攀 琀栀爀漀甀最栀漀甀琀 
琀栀攀 礀攀愀爀⸀

吀㨀 　㌀㈀㘀 ㌀㜀㔀㤀㜀㈀
眀眀眀⸀挀爀攀攀欀猀椀搀攀挀漀琀琀愀最攀猀⸀挀漀⸀甀欀

䌀刀䔀䔀䬀匀䤀䐀䔀 䌀伀吀吀䄀䜀䔀匀
一爀⸀ 䘀愀氀洀漀甀琀栀 椀渀 䌀漀爀渀眀愀氀氀

䐀漀最
䘀爀椀攀渀搀氀礀

一䄀匀䠀 䴀伀唀一吀䄀䤀一 䘀䄀刀䴀

刀攀氀愀砀 椀渀 挀漀洀昀漀爀琀愀戀氀攀Ⰰ 搀漀甀戀氀攀ⴀ最氀愀稀攀搀 
挀攀渀琀爀愀氀氀礀 栀攀愀琀攀搀 挀愀爀愀瘀愀渀猀 眀椀琀栀 
猀攀挀甀爀攀 栀椀最栀ⴀ昀攀渀挀攀搀 最愀爀搀攀渀猀

　㜀㤀㠀㤀 　㤀　㤀㤀
眀眀眀⸀渀愀猀栀洀漀甀渀琀愀椀渀⸀挀漀⸀甀欀

䜀攀渀甀椀渀氀礀 搀漀最 昀爀椀攀渀搀氀礀 栀漀氀椀搀愀礀猀 椀渀 戀攀愀甀琀椀昀甀氀 倀攀洀戀爀漀欀攀猀栀椀爀攀

一漀 氀椀洀椀琀 琀漀 渀甀洀戀攀爀 漀昀 搀漀最猀

䐀漀最猀 昀爀攀攀 漀昀 挀栀愀爀最攀

眀眀眀⸀最爀攀攀渀栀漀眀攀⸀挀漀洀

䰀䄀一䜀䐀䄀䰀䔀 嘀䄀䰀䰀䔀夀
䰀甀砀甀爀礀 䠀漀氀椀搀愀礀 䌀愀爀愀瘀愀渀猀 昀漀爀 䠀椀爀攀

倀攀琀猀 圀攀氀挀漀洀攀
䈀攀氀氀愀渀礀 匀椀氀瘀攀爀 䄀眀愀爀搀

䌀愀氀氀 昀漀爀 愀 昀爀攀攀 挀漀氀漀甀爀 戀爀漀挀栀甀爀攀

　㔀　㤀 㐀㌀㜀㈀㌀

䜀爀攀攀渀栀漀眀攀 䌀愀爀愀瘀愀渀 倀愀爀欀Ⰰ 䜀爀攀愀琀 䰀愀渀最搀愀氀攀Ⰰ 䄀洀戀氀攀猀椀搀攀Ⰰ 
䌀甀洀戀爀椀愀 䰀䄀㈀㈀ 㤀䨀唀Ⰰ 䜀爀攀愀琀 䈀爀椀琀愀椀渀

Please mention Dogs Today 
when you book
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Shopping

Education

Pet MemorialsGrooming

Time for a  
complete  
makeover

Right now, we are looking for colleagues to 
join the UK’s biggest grooming salon network.

www.petsathomejobs.com

Grooming Opportunities 
Salon Managers, Stylists, Assistant Stylists  
Various locations around the UK

£Attractive 

       Tel: 01491 641788      info@bigdogbedcompany.co.uk 
www.bigdogbedcompany.co.uk

Wide choice of styles and colours 
Pressure relief foams for older dogs  

Bespoke available

• Easy Clean

• Waterproof

• Antibacterial

• Odour Minimising

• Superb support 

Making 

dog beds 

better!

big dog bed.indd   1 14/08/2015   15:33

Pet MemorialsShopping
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hen I adopted Gin 
from Battersea, 
they warned me 
not to treat him 
like a Faberge 

egg, a mistake many inexperienced 
owners like myself make with dogs 
that have been badly treated in 
the past. We want to lavish them 
with love and coddle them; make 
up for past cruelties inflicted by 
our species. I read loads of books, 
was determined to be The Best 
Dog Owner Ever. But those limpid, 
liquid eyes made me forget all the 
good intentions, and Gin was soon 
snoring happily across my kingsize 
bed, while I clung to the edge, 
relegated to the cold side by 
the window

It’s tough being in a 
relationship with Gin around, 
not that I’d swap him for 
Gerard Butler. My boyfriend 
didn’t take kindly to being 
told, “That’s Gin’s side.” He thought 
I was joking at first.

“Shall I take the basket then?” he 
once asked. As the basket is actually 
big enough for a Great Dane, I just 
said, “Sure, if you don’t mind.”

Gin has me wrapped around his 
paw claw. 

My problem now is separation 
anxiety. Mine, not his. I recently enjoyed 
a period of ‘working from home’, 
which for me, a person lacking in self-

discipline, involved lots of walks with 
Gin, jogs through the park with Gin, 
watching box-sets with Gin, and 
lingering in coffee shops with Gin.

I was supposed to go to a 
friend’s wedding recently, but the 
‘plus one’ didn’t cover Gin, so I made 
a really lame excuse and didn’t go. 

But I couldn’t worm out of a work 
trip. Usually, I’d have been thrilled 
at the prospect of four days in 
New York. But I was dreading it. I 
got choked up on the plane journey 
after I found a white dog hair on my 
top. Had it been my own private jet, 
I might have said, “Turn this thing 
around!”

So I had a good time, did some 
work, but was counting the hours, 

and spent a ridiculous 
amount of money in The 
Jumping Bulldog on 23rd 
Avenue Astoria, assuaging 
my guilt at leaving my 
beloved.

I was expecting a rapturous 
welcome and a face full of licks. What 
I got was an empty house, and a 
post-it note on the dog bowl, saying, 
“Gone to pub with Woody and Rocky 
(and your boyfriend). Don’t wait up.” r

Must love Gin

98  Dogs Today June 2016 

Lisa Reich is a contributing editor of Elle magazine. Staffordshire Bull Terrier Gin is a graduate of Battersea Dogs and Cats 
Home. Follow @GinTheStaffie on Twitter
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A glossy fash-mag editor’s quest 
to fi nd her happy-ever-after with 
a very doggie Prince Charming

W
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Charity numbers: 269668 & SC044047

www.retiredgreyhounds.co.uk/adopt-a-greyhound

“I’ve been involved with greyhounds since I was just 21, and it’s 
heart-breaking to see so many of these lovely animals waiting for a 
home. Greyhounds make fantastic pets - they’re actually very lazy 
dogs and love nothing more than a quiet night in with lots of fuss!  
Despite their racing pedigree, at heart they are really dopey couch 

potatoes, who are happy with two twenty minute walks a day.”

To find out how you can help, please visit:

D
T 8 2015

“Please consider adopting a greyhound, as 
there are hundreds patiently waiting for their 

chance at a good home.”

Johanna Beumer MBE

Follow us on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/rgt_uk
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/rgtrust
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