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Hi PETS readers,
It’s fi tting for me that 

this is my fi nal issue as 
the welfare of animals 
and helping the plight 
of those in need are 
some of my life’s main motivators. All my current pets (my dog, 
Max, and my two cats, Mitso and Charlie) are rescues and I 
couldn’t recommend it more. I’d say it’s a true act of altruism, but 
an altruistic act contains no benefi t to you, and the happiness 
you feel when you’ve given an animal in need a loving home is 
defi nitely a reward in itself.

We have a stack of interesting and insightful info in this Rescue 
and Rehoming issue in store for you so let’s leap into it tail fi rst!

Greyhound racing has been a hot topic of debate recently and 
we discover what happens to these dogs after they’re no longer 
useful on the track and fi nd out how you can adopt one in need. 
We also chat to three diff erent organisations who share some 
of their heart-warming rescue success stories, plus speak to the 
Cat Protection Society of NSW to learn what you should do if you 
fi nd a stray litter and why it’s so important young kitties be with 
their mothers. And as distressing as it sounds, puppy factories 
do exist and although these adorable pups are living beings, 
they are often churned out like commodities in a production 
line. We discover more about this devastating practice, learn the 
consequences it has for animal welfare and rescue shelters, and 
fi nd out what’s being done about it.

Plus, we fi nd out how you can tell if your four-legged friend is 
actually a playground bully and, as icky as it may sound, discover 
why it’s so important you keep an eye on your pets’ toileting 
habits for their overall health.

We also feature the lovable German Shepherd Dog, the larger-
than-life yet friendly Clydesdale horse, the teeny-tiny mini goat 
and much, much more.

So thank you for allowing me to deliver you this wonderful 
magazine for the last few issues and I can’t wait for Lauren to tell 
you all about her new two-legged family member. 

Hugs and pats!

t pets (my dog

PETSPETS

PETS is a proud supporter and partner of:
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Anastasia, Acting Editor
pets@universalmagazines.com.au
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Check out the events the PETS team are looking forward to this month. 

Got a pet-related event coming up? Email pets@universalmagazines.com.au 
and let us know. We’d love to hear about it.

MAY 21 
Million Paws Walk

MAY 5-7 
Dog Lovers Show, 
Melbourne
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CRITTER CALENDAR

Celebrate your love of all things 
canine at the Melbourne Dog Lovers 
Show. Sponsored by friends of PETS 
magazine KONG, this event has 
quickly established itself as one not to 
miss on the canine calendar.

You will be provided with a range 
of pooch-based entertainment 
bound to leave you speechless as 
you marvel at the talent on off er. You 
can also learn more about diff erent 
breeds, get some great health tips at the 
KONG Celebrity Vet stage, be amazed by some 
of our awesome working dogs’ skills and visit 
a variety of stalls with dog-themed products 
to help make your pet ownership journey 
simpler (and more fun!). 

Not only that, but 2017 will see the popular 
dock diving event from last year’s Sydney 
show make its Melbourne debut. Get excited, 
readers! This is truly something spectacular 
to watch.

So what are you waiting for? Get your 
tickets now from dogloversshow.com.au

The Million Paws Walk is one of the biggest 
events on the pet-owning calendar. This 
fabulous event is a fundraiser for the 
RSPCA, one of the biggest animal rescue 
organisations in the country, and is held at 
multiple locations Australia-wide. You and 
your dog can join in one of the organised 
walks near you on a great doggy social day 
out that also raises money for a good cause.

To register, visit millionpawswalk.com.au

ill th popular
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In NZ, cats are very cute,
Unlike dogs that chew my boot!
Tim and Coco want their tea,
All day, every day, believe me!
I love hearing kitties purr,
And I know that ones with fur,
Would be the purr-fect pets for me.
Amber H, via email

Ed: Hi Amber, what a talented 
rhythmist you are! We thoroughly 
enjoyed your poem and we also love 
hearing kitties purr. It sounds like you 
love your cats very much and we don’t 
blame you! Thanks for writing in.

Paws 

thought
FOR

PURR-FECT 
PETS

Write to PETS!Do you have an amazing pet story or a hilarious animal joke to share? How about some feedback on one of our articles? Or did you recently get a new pet? PETS would love to hear from each and every one of you (and your furry buddies). Drop us a line at Paws for thought/PETS, Locked Bag 154, North Ryde NSW 1670 or email pets@universalmagazines.com.au with “Paws for thought” as the subject heading. Letters, poems, photos, collages and drawings are also welcome. Be as creative as you like!

Wr



Hi PETS!
My name is Ciana and I have an adorable 
and mischievous cat called Kitty. She is 
mischievous because she sometimes rips 
furniture apart and bats my mum and me 
with her paw when she wants something. 

We got Kitty from the Cat Protection 
Society after my mum, dad and I came back 
from Spain. When we fi rst brought her home, 
she would hide under my mum and dad’s 
bed. But she soon got used to us. From time 
to time she sleeps on my bed and when she 
gets up she leaves cat hair all over my pillow, 
but I don’t mind.

I love Kitty so much and Kitty loves belly 
scratches. She also loves to chase mice and 
birds. Kitty loves to follow me around and I 
love to follow her around. She loves to head 
butt me, too. I call her jingle Kitty because 
she has bells on her collar.
From Ciana and my long-haired tortoise-
shelled cat, Kitty

Ed: Hi Ciana, you and Kitty sound like you 
make quite the pair. We love that you rescued 
her from the Cat Protection Society and have 
given her a fur-ever home — such a beautiful 
thing to do. Thanks so much sharing your story.

 Letters  |  PETS
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FARMING AROUND
Hi PETS,
I’m Ebony and you may remember me from 
previous issues. 

I was up at my family’s farm one day and it’s 
very hot there (it’s going to be 41 today!). First 
of all, we have ducks and coots everywhere so 
we have been watching lots of birds fl y around. 
Our grandma also came up and we found a 
cockatoo with a bad foot so we looked after 
it. We thought it was going to die but, to our 
excitement, it didn’t so we bought a big cage 
and stuff  for it and we named it Chappers 
because my brother’s friend Eathan taught it 
how to say “Hello”. 

We also had to take our female sheepdog 
called Rush to the vet because she hurt her 
toe but the vet realised she was pregnant, so 
we have been waiting for babies and, fi nally, 
today they have arrived. 

We have also been catching water bugs and 
putting them in a fi sh tank, and did you know 
they make funny singing sounds at night? 

P.S. We got a new horse that my big sister 
rides. This makes me happy because I don’t 
have to share a horse with her. 

P.P.S. Can you do something about Kelpies 
in your mag?

Please put this in your next magazine 
because I love it and I get it every month.
Bye and have a great week.
Ebony, via email

Ed: Wow, Ebony, it sounds like you have 
an awesome time at your family’s farm! It’s 
amazing what you and your family do to help 
all those animals in need. And, no, we didn’t 
know water bugs sing at night — how cool! 
Kelpies? You got it. We think they’re great dogs, 
too! Thanks so much for writing in and we’re 
thrilled that you love the magazine. 

KITTY 
CAT
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We adore this photo of Haylee’s cats that clearly adore each other. Thanks for sharing this pic!
We love Crystal’s dog Ella’s smiling face. 

It’s impossible not to grin back at this pic! 

Try it — we dare you!

Sue’s Crookshanks was once a resident 

of Hawkesbury Companion Animal Shelter 

— but not anymore! “How this one ended up 

in a pound is beyond me,” Sue says, and we 

couldn’t agree more. What a cutie!

Wow, Heidi! What stunning ears you have! 
Thanks for sharing this pic of her, Gwen.

We love this pic of Ariana’s bunny, 
Cho. What a gorgeous rabbit!

petMY





14 May  www.facebook.com/petsmagazine

PETS | My pet 

Lisa’s Emma extends the paw of 

friendship to us. Thanks, Em!

Louise’s Socks is such a cute kitty! 
We love this pic of her at eight weeks old.

Emma’s horse Belle sure is cheeky! 

What a cute pic.

Michelle’s Cleo is a truly striking animal.

p

M

Tabitha, we love this pic of little Roxie. 

What a beautiful pet!

Send us Your snaps!
Do you want your photo to appear here 

on our “My Pet” pages? Email a clear, sharp 
photo (1MB or larger) of your pet along with 
your name, mailing address, contact number 

and a few words about why you love your 
pet to pets@universalmagazines.com.au 
or send hard-copy photos to My Pet/PETS 
magazine, Locked Bag 154, North Ryde 

NSW 1670. Remember to make copies as the 
photos cannot be returned. Happy snapping!



treat your furry friend to the natural goodness of

treats   • cookies   •   rewards   •   chews   •   sprinkles

Buy online or look for the love’em range of treats for  
dogs & cats in major supermarkets and pet stores across Australia

‘I unconditionally guarantee your satisfaction – or your money back’

• developed & recommended by vet Dr Marie Rowe 
• 100% delicious natural liver • no additives    

• rich with vitamins and minerals 

pp

www.love-em.com.au LOVE US ON Facebook

fresh, regional ingredients

enjoy a love’em moment
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Caitlin’s Millie is a gorgeous kitty who 
sometimes gets up to a little bit of mischief.
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Mischievous Millie
This special fuzzball named Millie is the love 
of my life! I’ve adored her since my family and 
I got her. She has big green eyes and tabby fur. 

When I fi rst saw her, she meowed at me. It 
was so cute! It was like she was saying, “Take me 
home, Caitlin, me!” She was so tiny, about as 
small as my hand, but now she is so big. 

I used to have another cat. She was the same 
colour but she was called Mimi. 

I knew Millie would be perfect for my family 
and that we would have many stories with her. 
Guess what? I was right! I remember one story 
with her that was a bit scary. 

Once I was getting ready to go to school. I 
was all done, my hair and my uniform, so I went 
to say goodbye to Millie. I shut my bedroom 
door so she couldn’t go in there and play with 
my stuff . I went outside to look for Millie because 

Caitlin and Millie make 

a beautiful pair.

TALESpet

CONGRATULATIONS, 
CAITLIN!

You have won a 12-issue subscription to 

PETS magazine, ensuring you get the latest 

and greatest pet news delivered direct to 

your door every month for the next year. 

We hope you enjoy your prize.
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a PAWSOME 
PRIZE PACK!

Do you love your pet? Tell us a warm and 
fuzzy tale about the special bond you share 
with your best pal for a chance to win a 
really cool prize.

TO ENTER:
All you have to do is tell us in 400 words or less 
why your pet is so special and include a few 

clear, sharp photographs (1MB or larger) of 
your friend. Please also include your contact 
number and mailing address.

Send your entries to Pet Tales/PETS, Locked 
Bag 154, North Ryde NSW 1670 or email your 
entries to pets@universalmagazines.com.au 
Please read the terms and conditions on page 
97 before entering. Good luck!

WIN

that’s where she normally is, but she wasn’t there 
that day. I looked inside and couldn’t fi nd her 
there, either. I was starting to get a bit worried so 
I called Mum to help me fi nd her. We both looked 
so hard and we still couldn’t fi nd her! Finally, Mum 
took me to my room to try to calm me down 
because I thought she was gone forever. But 

guess who came running out of my room? 
Millie! I was so relieved and happy at the same 
time. It turns out that somehow Millie squeezed 
through the last open part of the door when I 
was closing it and I didn’t realise. Millie sure is 
one sneaky cat! My life wouldn’t be complete 
without her.   

Millie sure is one cute cat. 
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At Cat Protection Society, we believe that 
adopting is the best option when getting a new 
pet. Unfortunately, there are too many stray 
cats in need of loving and responsible homes. 
By adopting a cat or kitten, you will literally 
be saving a life. The dangers for a cat living on 
the streets are enormous and they are much 
more likely to suff er from disease or injury. 
By adopting from a shelter or pound, you are 
giving that cat a second chance and your new 
feline friend will be forever grateful. 

To see all the wonderful cats we have available 
for adoption, visit catprotection.org.au

The RSPCA receives more than 130,000 
unwanted animals per year. It is the 
organisation’s aim that every one of these 
beautiful beings is rescued and fi nds a 
forever home. Here’s one of the RSPCA’s 
heart-warming rehoming stories:

The RSPCA in WA received a complaint about 
a dog at the rear of a property being confi ned 
in a very small cage. When an inspector arrived 
at the property, they found a 15-month-old 
Husky confi ned in such a manner that she was 
unable to raise her head or move around. She 
had no shelter from the elements and the cage 
was rusted shut and had to be broken so she 
could be removed.

The RSPCA immediately seized the Husky 
and took her into its care. After months of care 
by staff  and volunteers, the Husky met her new 
family. Renamed Miah to represent her new-
found freedom, her family says she gives them 
so much love and laughter, and their lives feel 
so full with her in them.

For more information on the work the RSPCA 
does and to view some of the animals up for 
adoption, visit rspca.org.au

e

SAVING LIVESSAVING LIVES

ADOPT DON’T SHOPADOPT DON’T SHOP

A message from the Cat Protection Society

NEWSpet
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Just like humans, dogs need constant physical 
and mental stimulation for their health 
and wellbeing. One way to do this is with 
toys such as KONGs, where your dog has 
to work for his food, while other ways are 
by simply playing games with your pooch 
such as fetch or tug-of-war or by using 
rewards-based training methods. Not only 
do these techniques engage your dog and 
keep her occupied but they also help tire 
her out so that all that excess energy doesn’t 
develop into destructive behaviours, which is 
particularly useful for young pups.

Developed by Fur Legged Family, Snuffl  er 
mats are available in a rainbow of colours and 
provide your dog with a fun outlet to keep 
him mentally stimulated. Simply sprinkle 

some treats in the mat 
and watch Fido sniff  them 
out. Make mealtimes more 
fun by feeding your dog her biscuits in the 
mat; not only will it slow down a fast eater 
but your dog will love detecting all those 
delicious smells. The Snuffl  er is handmade to 
order and made from thick safety rubber mats 
and quality fl eece. 

Best of all, though, 100 per cent of profi ts 
go to animal rescue charities, so not only 
are you providing your dog with a fun way 
to snack and play but you’re also helping all 
those beautiful animals in need of a forever 
home. That’s what we call a win-win.

For more information, visit 
furleggedfamily.com.au

FUR-LEGGED FAMILY FUR-LEGGED FAMILY 

TO INSURE OR 
NOT TO INSURE
The debate of whether or not to invest in pet 
insurance is one that many Australian pet 
owners struggle with. But, just as humans 
have health insurance, if we think of pet 
insurance as pet health insurance, which is 
what it is, it seems only natural that we would 
want to protect our pets from whatever life 
may bring. After all, vet expenses and surgery 
can put quite a big dent in the pocket and, 
especially if they come up suddenly, can 
often be impossible to aff ord.

Petsecure pet insurance is one of Australia’s 
most experienced pet insurers, off ering 
quality pet insurance for cats and dogs. 
What sets Petsecure apart is that it has very 
generous benefi t payment options, paying 
up to 85 per cent of eligible vet bills with no 
excess, and no limits on individual claims. 

Petsecure provides cover for accident 
and illness, and even for chronic conditions 
such as cancer, diabetes or arthritis.

The best part is that when you choose 
Petsecure, you are also helping other pets in 
need as the company supports many local 
and community-based rescue organisations 
around Australia. 

Right now, Petsecure is off ering an 
amazing 10 per cent lifetime discount to PETS 
magazine readers. So join the thousands of 
Australians who have entrusted Petsecure to 
help take care of their beloved companion 
animals in times of need. 

To take advantage of this off er, simply 
phone 1300 855 160 and mention that you 
are a PETS reader or visit petsecure.com.
au and enter PM16 in the promo code 
fi eld to apply online.

bi
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GRAIN-FREE FOR 
A HEALTHY FELINE
As obligate carnivores, cats’ ancestral diets 
dictate that they must eat meat. Their 
digestive systems are specifi cally adapted 
to eating animal fl esh and they have the 
shortest digestive tract of most mammals. 
Protein is digestible so cats do not need a 
long gut to digest plant material. Cats don’t 
require carbohydrates yet that is what is used 

as cheap fi llers 
in most wet 
and dry cat 
food products.

 Gourmet 
Delight is 
grain-free 
and perfectly 
suited to 
the digestive 
system of cats. It contains no cheap and nasty 
fi llers, simply high-quality animal protein as 
nature intended.

For more information, visit 
gourmetdelight.com.au

Allowing our pets freedom to roam 
both indoors and out while keeping 
them and our house safe can be a 
tough balance to strike. This can be 
especially hard to manage when 
we’re at work or school all day and 
the decision to keep them in or out 
leaves us plagued with doubts — if 
we keep them inside, how do they 
toilet? If kept outside, especially 
if it’s too hot or cold, will they be 
comfortable and stay safe? 

Designed for cats and small dogs, 
SureFlap’s microchip pet door gives 
your pets the freedom to roam 
outside and come in as they please 
while keeping unwanted animals 
out. Using the existing veterinary 
implanted identifi cation microchip (or 
supplied collar tag) as a unique key, the door 
will only open for your pets, meaning your 
house and existing pets stay safe. It’s ideal if 
you have a pooch that constantly gets you up 
at night to toilet or if you have a female cat 

and there are roaming tomcats in the area. 
The microchip pet door also features a curfew 
mode that allows you to stop your pets from 
going outside at certain times of the day, 
especially handy if you are required to keep 
them in at night by law. 

For more information, visit surefl ap.com

IN THE 
NAME OF 
FREEDOM

WIN PETS HAS ONE SUREFLAP MICROCHIP PET DOOR TO GIVE AWAY! SEE PAGE 97 FOR ENTRY DETAILS.

and there are roaming tomcats i

A message from Gourmet Delight



VISIT CATIT.COM FOR MORE CAT PRODUCTS
© 2017 CatIt is a trademark of Rolf C. Hagen Inc.

VESPER 
FURNITURE
Vesper Cat furniture is stylish, 

 

D E S I G N

Discover our wide range  
at CATIT.COM !
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HEALTH TIPS 
FOR KITTIES
With all the treat giving that occured 
during Easter, it’s important to remember 
not to overindulge your pet as this could
lead to health issues down the track.

Just like humans — and dogs — cats can and do 
suff er with weight problems. Thankfully, there are 
a few things you can do if you suspect you might 
have a bit of fat cat on your hands. As well as feeling 
for your cat’s ribs, which should be felt under a thin 
layer of fat but not visible, you can keep an eye on 
your pet’s weight, just as you would your own, by 
weighing it. If your cat isn’t the type to stand still 
on the scales, simply weigh yourself, pick up your 
cat and then weigh the two of you on the scales 
together. Subtract your weight from the equation 
and the resulting fi gure is your cat’s weight.

From this point you can monitor your cat’s 
weight and take note of any dramatic increases or 
decreases. If your kitty is a little on the heavier side, 

one of the fi rst things you can do is increase its 
exercise to get the weight off . Why not buy some 
new toys to keep your cat fi ghting fi t and engaging 
in some play sessions with it on a daily basis?

Some cats also enjoy walking on a lead. It can 
take a bit of getting used to for both owner and 
pet but can result in an eff ective method for your 
feline to get more exercise.

Of course, as with dogs, there are specially 
formulated foods to help assist your overweight cat 
in its quest for a healthier body. Visit your vet and 
have a chat about what options are available and 
seek advice if you suspect your cat is overweight.

d

TRAINING DAY
The day you bring your new dog home, 
whether he’s a pup or an older canine, is one 
that will stay with you for a lifetime. It’s a day 
of joy and happiness as your new furry buddy 
settles into her forever home. It’s also a time 
when you and your four-legged friend begin 
to get to know each other and two of the 
very fi rst things you should train your 
pooch to recognise are his name and to 
come when called. 

Start those early days at home by calling 
your dog’s name to get her attention (for 
example, my dog’s name is Lily). As you do so, 
show her a treat, bend forward slightly and 
hold out your arms to welcome her, calling 
“Lily come” as you run back a few steps. She’ll 
almost certainly come running towards you. 

Hold the treat right next to your leg so she 
needs to come right up to you. As she does, 
smile, praise enthusiastically with a “Good girl, 
Lily” and reward her with her treat immediately. 
As you do so, restrain her by taking hold of the 
collar from underneath (not over the head) and 
release after a few seconds. Keep practising this 
from diff erent rooms in the house and, once 
she comes reliably, progress outside to the yard, 
the park and the beach. Remember to build up 
in this way, slowly increasing the distractions, to 
help her learn. 

A wholesome, natural dog 
snack, love’em liver treats are 
the perfect way to reward 
your beloved pet for his 
good behaviour. 

For more information and 
to view the entire love’em 
range, visit love-em.com.au

ld h h

A message brought to you by Dr Marie Rowe from love’em



REAL 
MEAT
DOG 
TREAT

www.prime100.com.au

Visit our website to see the 

complete range of Prime100  

all Australian, all natural pet  

food products.

Prime100 SPT™ Australian Jerky and 

Fillet varieties are a new treat for dogs 

and containing 100% premium cuts 

of real meat providing a rich single 

source of an advanced novel protein.

All ingredients are sourced 

within Australia and contain 

no preservatives or fillers.

PRIME100 FILLET TREATS  
Available in PETSTOCK stores  
throughout Australia

PRIME100 JERKY TREATS  
Available in COLES stores  
throughout Australia

s 
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Grrreat!
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SUFI: SUFI: 
HER STORYHER STORY
Author: Jonathan Wallis
Publisher: 
Jolly Sailor Gallery
RRP: $19.95
Available: Now, from 
various bookstores in 
Hobart or by emailing 
tasmariner@gmail.com

Beautifully written, this 
collection of poems by Jonathan Wallis relates the 
human experience to that of a cat, in particular his 
own companion, Sufi , a Chocolate Point Siamese. 

Told from the perspective of Sufi , each poem 
is accompanied by quaint drawings, reminiscent 
of those found in classic A A Milne stories, and a 
short description explaining what inspired the 
particular verse. Sufi ’s story is told along the way 
and readers will become captivated by her deep 
understanding of the world in which we live and 
those who occupy it.

As you fl ip through the pages, you will smirk 
at Sufi ’s antics and appreciate Wallis’s wit. Older 
children and adults will especially enjoy Sufi : Her 
Story and its complex yet simple prose written in 
a delightfully rhythmic manner. This is the kind of 
book you can read in one sitting or savour over a 
few days, weeks even, as you take in one poem at 
a time before slowly drifting off  into dreamland.

LICK DOGSLICK DOGS
Photographer: Carli Davidson
Publisher: Harper Collins
RRP: $24.99
Available: Now, from all good bookstores

Carli Davidson is one of my personal favourite 
pet photographers. She has a great way of 
capturing pets in the moment, really showcasing 
their personalities. That’s why when Lick Dogs 
came across my desk, I was particularly excited.

Thankfully, Lick Dogs did not disappoint. 
This collection of more than 130 photographs 
does exactly as the title promises and displays 
dogs mid-lick, resulting in an array of images 
that are heart-warming, sweet and, at times, 
laugh-out-loud funny.

As per usual, Carli’s passion for animal rescue 
is noted, with a piece at the end of the book 
encouraging readers to adopt their next pet 
instead of purchasing one. There is also some 
information on her photography process and a 
model roster so you can fi nd out more about the 
60-plus canine models featured in the book.

Lick Dogs is a gorgeous coff ee-table book for dog 
lovers everywhere and would make a great gift. 

REVIEWSroaring
books



Back in Stock!!

www.majordog.com.au

Octopus Ball 
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ALBY AND THE 
CAT SERIES
This fun series follows the life of Alby, the 
guide dog, and the stuck-up neighbour cat, 
Pussums. From foes to friends, the pair realise 
they share a few commonalties (no spoilers 
here) and the adventures begin. Aside from 
the fabulous illustrations and easy-to-read, 
fun format, what’s special about these books 
is that they off er an important 
lesson, providing the 
reader with an insight 
into the life of a disabled 
person and the challenges 
of day-to-day living. The 
Alby and the Cat series 
teaches children the virtues 
of humility, empathy and 
understanding, all while 
entertaining and delighting. 
Once you read the fi rst book, 
you’ll be left wanting to hear 
more about the adventures 

of Alby and Pussums … lucky there are three 
books in the series!

PETS has two sets of the Alby and the 
Cat series to give away, each containing 

three books.

PETS MAGAZINE
Receive all the latest and greatest 
animal news and info delivered straight 
to your door with a subscription to PETS 
magazine. Never miss an issue and stay 
up to date with the best in training, 
health, behaviour and lifestyle advice 
for your pet, whether furry, feathered 
or scaly. For more information, visit 
universalshop.com.au 

PETS has three 12-issue 
subscriptions to give away.

FREEBIES
furry All you need to do to win is visit petsmagazine.com.au and enter online, telling us in 25 words or less why you and your pet would love to win. Alternatively, you can mail your entry to Furry Freebies/PETS, Locked Bag 154, North Ryde NSW 1670. Be sure to include your mailing address, phone number and email address, as well as the information on which competition you are entering. Entries close May 5, 2017. Please read the terms and conditions on page 97. Good luck!
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Dirty Dog Doormats, Ninja, Repelz-It and other Dog Gone Smart 
products are distributed in Australia by Number 1 (Australia) Pty Ltd, 
2/4 Browns Road, South Nowra, NSW 2541. 
W: www.doggonesmart.com.au  
E: info@number-1.com.au      T: (02) 8011 0205.  

Dirty Dog Doormat 

Repelz-It Dog Lounger 

Modern Sleeper Cushion / Crate Pad

DOG GONE SMART BED 
SMARTER BY DESIGN



PETS | Me and My Pet 

28 Aug/Sep

PETS | Critter cartooning 
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A dog crate you &
your dog will love!

fidostudio
+ Free Delivery

The NEW Fido Studio is designed to be the perfect den for your pet and a 
stylish addition to your home.  With the optional wardrobe you can keep all 
of your dog’s toys and accessories tidy. Upgrade your dog’s bed now from 
just $149.

Visit www.omlet.com.au or call 02 81034124 today to find out 
more and take advantage of FREE DELIVERY with coupon code 
FIDOFREE until 30.05.2017.

*
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PETS | Rescue and rehoming 

organisation Friends of the Hound says in the 
racing industry, these dogs aren’t treated as 
pets and are instead used as a way to make 
money for people who place bets, the dog 
owners and trainers. “Because they’re bred 
solely for gambling, when they’re no longer 
needed, they’re seen as wastage; a disposable 
commodity,” she says.

Some of the dogs that are bred for racing are 
well kept but others aren’t treated humanely. 
Governments are stepping up and changing 
the laws so now, in some states at least, there 
is zero tolerance for poor treatment and less 
dogs are being bred for racing. In the past, if 
a Greyhound didn’t win races or was ready to 
retire, many would be destroyed and only a 

If you could imagine the perfect pet, what 
would it be? One that’s big on cuddles, small 
on exercise and is loyal and loving? Anyone 
who has been lucky enough to get to know 
the gentle Greyhound would say it’s a great 
fi t for most families. But due to their super-
speed, this beautiful breed has been mostly 
reserved for the racetrack.

RACING DOGS
Most Greyhounds are bred to be racing dogs, 
but some are also bred as pets and for showing. 
Many people who acquire Greyhounds as 
companion animals, however, source them from 
a rescue organisation. 

Lynette Coxeter from Greyhound adoption 

May  www.facebook.com/petsmagazine

Known for their grace, 
agility and speed, 
Greyhounds make 

wonderful family pets. 
By Carrol Baker.

The Greyhound makes a fabulous pet.

THE GORGEOUS THE GORGEOUS 
GREYHOUNDGREYHOUND
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few fortunate ones would fi nd their way into 
adoption agencies so they could have a second 
chance at life as a family pet.

A REGAL CANINE
Greyhounds weren’t always just seen as racing 
dogs. In centuries past, their calm disposition 
and streamlined appearance made them the 
pets of noblemen. The fact that the breed has 
survived for many thousands of years pays 
testament to its resilience.

They have big, beautiful eyes that can see up 
to an astonishing 1km away. The Greyhound is 
a sighthound, as are the Irish Wolfhound and 
Whippet, with a short, non-shedding coat that 
requires virtually no grooming. The coat comes 
in many diff erent colours including black, red, 
fawn, brindle, blue and white.

One of the qualities that Lynette adores 
about the breed is that it is so loving and 
forgiving. “Despite the fact that many have been 
treated poorly, after they adjust to being in a 
home environment, many of them can make 
wonderful pets,” she says.    

Lynette says Greyhounds are great for suburban
life because they’re placid. “They are a quiet and 
calm breed that doesn’t bark much and because 
of their sedentary nature, they don’t need a big 
yard and they sleep for 20 hours a day.”

RESCUE GROUPS
Across Australia, there are private and racing 
industry-funded rescue groups that you can 
source a Greyhound from. But there are many 
more Greyhounds out there in need of a loving 
home. Organisations such as Friends of the 
Hound simply don’t have suffi  cient carers to 
take in new recruits ready for rehoming.
“We have huge numbers of dogs on our waiting 
lists to bring in, but we don’t have enough 
foster carers,” Lynette says.

Rescue organisations put Greyhounds 
through a transition program. “Some will be 
right at home straight away, others will take 
longer to get used to sleeping indoors or things 
such as TVs or ceiling fans because they’ve 
never seen them before,” Lynette explains.

When a Greyhound is in a foster care 
program, knowledgeable carers temperament 
test the dog to see what family situation would 
be the best match. Some will be a better fi t in 
homes with no young children or other pets 
because they are too timid or shy, while others 
will love lots of attention from any number of 
children and pets. Each dog is diff erent.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
If you’d like to help the plight of the hound, get 
in touch with a local rescue group to see how 
you can lend a hand, whether it’s to be a foster 
carer, adopt a Greyhound, hold a fundraiser or 
donate to a rescue organisation. 

Fancy being a Fancy being a 
foster carer?foster carer?
A fully fenced yard is a requirement 
and plenty of time to spend with the 
dog to help him transition from being 
a kennel racing hound to a family 
pet. “You need to be dog savvy, so 
accustomed to caring for dogs, and 
understand that the dog might have 
had a diffi  cult life,” Lynette explains. 
“We also prefer that our foster carers 
don’t have cats, although most 
Greyhounds, once socialised, will be 
fi ne with them.”

Ready, set, zoomReady, set, zoom
Did you know these gentle giants 
can reach speeds of up to 70km per 
hour? “They are very fast but only run 
in short bursts,” Lynette Coxeter from 
Friends of the Hound says. “Around 15 
minutes of exercise a day is all they 
need and that can be just a walk on 
lead or run around the yard.”
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Jacqui says she often hears criticism about 
breed-specifi c rescue groups from people 
who say, “Why do you only care about German 
Shepherds? Why are they only worth rescuing?”

She argues it’s not about having any bias 
towards a certain breed, but off ering expert 
knowledge that will place a dog with the 
right owners.

“It’s a good question but the answer is that 
we don’t just care about German Shepherds, 
we understand German Shepherds. They’re 
smart and they’re energetic. If you don’t train 
them and entertain their brains, they will 
destroy things because they’re bored. When 
they get to 12 months, they’re big, If they’re 
untrained, they jump and destroy the garden 
because you’ve kicked them out of the house, 
so it does take a certain type of person who is 
appropriate for a German Shepherd. And we 
are good at picking that type of person.” 

Jacqui says breed-specifi c adoption groups 
often work with animal shelters that struggle 
to fi nd new homes for certain dog breeds 
that may be perceived as being hard work or 
troublesome. Beagles are diggers. Staffi  es are 
anxious. German Shepherds are aggressive. 
Some of those stereotypes still exist and hold 

Not many people know that you can narrow 
your pet adoption down by breed. Breed-
specifi c rescue groups exist not just for 
purebred dogs and cats, but also for bird 
species such as Parrots.

Jacqui Hill, who is part of the German 
Shepherd Rescue Victoria (GSRV) team, says 
even she didn’t know so many breed-specifi c 
rescue groups existed. “I used to just search 
Facebook for German Shepherd pages and then 
realised there were rescue groups for breeds.”

Not all animals are suitable 
for everyone. Breed-specifi c 
rescue groups allow you to 

narrow down your search for 
the perfect pet and off er a 
happy ending to an animal 
in need. By Katie Cincotta.

Jacqui says she often hears criticism about 

Rescue Rescue 
by br� dby br� d

Eden, a dog whose story has 
a very happy ending indeed.
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sway with people, even if they’re not accurate.
“They often say we can’t rehome them so they 
come to a breed-specifi c rescue group, and that’s 
perfectly fi ne. It’s a particular skill of ours.”

Jacqui has three German Shepherds on the 
family’s one-third-of-an-acre property in Mount 
Eliza: 12-year-old George, 10-year-old Lucy and 
two-year-old rescue dog Pepper.

The family surrendering Pepper said she 
was aggressive towards other dogs but when 
the GSRV group fi rst saw the pup, she merely 
appeared anxious and frightened.

“She now lives very successfully with both a 
female and a male dog — happily at the bottom 
of the pack.”

Recently, a vet was asked to euthanise an 
11-week-old puppy named Eden. The puppy had 
two broken bones in its front right leg and when 
faced with the prospect of an $1800 surgical 
bill, its backyard breeder asked for the dog to be 
put down. The vet contacted German Shepherd 
Rescue Victoria who shared the tragic story on 
its Facebook page and, after receiving more than 
400,000 views, the group raised the money for 
her surgery. Eden is now happy and healthy with 
her new owner Paul in Lilydale, Victoria.

Jacqui says Eden is an example of what can go 
wrong with backyard breeder puppy farms, which 
she estimates are responsible for more than 90 cent 
of the abandoned dogs that come into their care.

“It makes you very pessimistic about the world 
in one sense. But when you fi nd a new family who 
will have the dog for just two days and go to the 
ends of the earth to give it what it needs, then you 
feel the exact opposite.”

Breed-specifi c rescue groups can off er advice 
about temperament and training to owners 
struggling with a purebred dog or cat, which might 
result in the pet actually staying with the family.

“Sometimes they really don’t want to give 
up the animal but they don’t know what to do. 
When people are looking to surrender, we ask 
them if we can help keep the pet in the family. 
That’s the ideal situation,” Jacqui says.

Many breed-specifi c rescue groups run social 
media accounts, including cat adoption groups 
such as the Siamese Cat Rehoming Service 
Australia and Bengal Rescue Australia on Facebook.

Using videos, photos and personal comments 
about the cats available, they’re able to source 

the right new homes for these fabulous felines.
Bengal Rescue screens homes for suitability as 
this cat breed is known for its boisterous “mucho 
gusto” behaviour, including ripping up tissues 
and toilet paper, and bouncing off  walls, even 
into their senior years.

The Siamese Rehoming Service Australia 
has more than 2500 followers on Facebook 
and often organises interstate adoption for 
Siamese and Orientals.

Anne Christie, a Siamese and Oriental breeder 
from South Australia, created the page after 
receiving personal requests from many people 
looking for an older cat or who sadly needed 
to rehome their cat. Anne is helped by Melanie 
Bennett, a Siamese breeder from Victoria, and 
they ask anyone wanting to fi nd a new home 
for a Siamese, Oriental or Balinese cat to send 
photos and some basic details such as health, 
medications and whether the cat likes other cats, 
dogs and children. For safety reasons, Anne and 
Melanie will not list any cat that is for free. They 
strongly suggest adding a moderate dollar value 
to deter anyone who may have ulterior motives.

Anne and Melanie say it’s important to reserve 
judgment of those who make the decision to give 
up a pet and they ask that all visitors to the page 
refrain from writing hurtful comments.

“The decision to rehome a family pet is a very 
hard one to make. The people who are listing 
cats on our page have made their decision to do 
so based on what they believe to be in the best 
interest of the cat.”

Ultimately, the breeders say, it’s always nice to 
see cats previously listed on the page happy and 
healthy in their new homes. This truly makes it 
all worthwhile. 

Pick the right petPick the right pet
PetRescue (petrescue.com.au) is a 
directory featuring more than 900 rescue 
groups across Australia including breed-
specifi c groups such as Arctic Breed 
Rescue (Husky, Samoyed, Malamute), 
Beagle Rescue, Bengal Rescue, 
Greyhound Adoption and Parrot Rescue.
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PRINCESS
Lovely Princess was a friendly stray, estimated 
to be around one year old, when she came to 
the Cat Protection Society. The people who 
rescued Princess took her to a vet and an X-ray 
revealed that she had a fractured pelvis. The 
break was quite serious and it appeared that 
Princess had been living with her injury for 
quite some time as the bones showed signs of 
healing even if they were misaligned.

Amazingly, this brave girl did not appear to be 
in pain as she would try to jump into the arms 
of the vet nurses who were looking after her. 

Princess underwent surgery to fi t a metal 
plate in her pelvis to repair the break. The 
operation was a success but the healing process 
took another month before vets were confi dent 
that Princess was ready to be rehomed. All the 
people who met Princess fell in love with this 

CHESTER
Chester the 11-month-old cat certainly used 
one of his nine lives earlier this year when he 
was caught for several days in an illegal trap 
set in bushland on the edge of Lenah Valley, an 
inner Hobart suburb. His cries were fortunately 
heard by an off -duty police offi  cer who enlisted 
the help of a vet nurse and then RSPCA’s Hobart 
Animal Care Centre.

Chester’s left leg required amputation and he 
became the RSPCA’s state offi  ce cat for a couple 
of months during his initial rehabilitation. He 
was very spoilt and became a bit of a poster 
boy, visiting schools and senior citizens’ events 
where he lapped up the attention! Chester has 
since been adopted by a young family who 
absolutely adore him. He’s settled in well, put 
on weight and is very happy indeed.
Jessica Gray, RSPCA

May  www.facebook.com/petsmagazine

Chester’s leg required amputation after 

he was caught in an illegal trap.

Everyone deserves a 
second chance and these 
rescue success stories of 
animals that have found 
their forever homes will 

warm your heart and 
brighten your spirit. Edited 

by Anastasia Casey.

RescueRescue 
SuccessSuccess

Rescue 
Success
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charming kitty and she won the hearts of all 
the staff  and volunteers at the Society with 
her sweet personality. Her courage was truly 
an inspiration to us all and throughout her 
recovery, Princess never stopped purring and 
wanting to play.

It was a fairy-tale ending for Princess who 
found her forever home within a matter of 
days after she became available for adoption. 
Everyone at Cat Protection was very pleased 
for Princess and her new family are delighted 
to have such a fantastic feline friend — they 
“love her to bits!”
Kylie McKendry, Cat Protection 
Society of NSW

SCOOTER
Scooter was rescued from a puppy farm by 
a group in Queensland that couldn’t aff ord 
the treatment she required. She couldn’t walk 
properly on her back legs and so she was taken 
to a vet specialist. An MRI found that she had 
cysts where one of her vertebra should be, 
meaning it was no longer a bone and instead 
was a sack full of fl uid. This not only aff ected her 
ability to walk but also aff ected her urinating 
and defecating. She was placed in foster care 
in Canberra, where she was rehabilitated. We 
crafted special little Ugg boots to help her walk 

and, as she was unable to hold her bladder, 
she wore a nappy at night. Each morning, we 
would take her outside with the other dogs 
to poo and wee and she quickly learned by 
example; watching the dogs do their business 
on the grass prompted her to do the same. The 
vet initially said he couldn’t say whether or not 
her condition would get worse but, to date, it 
hasn’t. Scooter was such a special little girl and 
once we found the right family to adopt her in 
Sydney, it was terribly hard to give her up. But 
now this beautiful pooch has found a loving 
forever home and we couldn’t be happier.
Denise Becus and Heidi Pritchard, 
Denise at PAWS  

r

Scooter was rescued from a puppy factory 

and required urgent medical attention.

Princess was a stray cat when she was found 
and taken to the Cat Protection Society.



Walkies?

Program sponsor

Proudly supported by

Join or start a FREE 
Heart Foundation 

Walking group today. 

Your heart (and your dog)
will love you!

Visit walking.heartfoundation.org.au 
or call 1300 36 27 87.
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change direction and campaign style and 
focus more on empowering people to take 
action,” she says.

While all this is happening, the number of 
animals sitting in shelters just waiting for a 
home is harrowing. In the last fi nancial year, 
the RSPCA alone received a total of 137,391 
unwanted animals. This number increased 
by 7.24 per cent from the previous year, with 
statistics showing a steady increase since 
2012. This doesn’t even take into account the 
number of animals given up to the countless 
other shelters Australia-wide. 

“Australians spend more than $2 million 
annually killing unwanted pets and it’s 
probably a lot more,” Vickie Davy, co-founder of 
PetRescue, says. Most of these statistics come 
from the RSPCA but there are many shelters 
and pounds that euthanise animals whose 

With calls to shut down puppy factories in 
Victoria and the permanent ban of non-
rescue pets sold in Los Angeles pet shops 
late last year, it‘s high time we look at this 
practice that costs the lives of countless 
dogs each year.

“I believe puppy factories are the ultimate 
betrayal to our ‘best friends’. They deserve 
to live a life free from harm and trauma and 
have all their needs met. They are worthy of 
this fi ght,” Debra Tranter, founder of Oscar’s 
Law, says.

Debra founded Oscar’s Law in 2010, the 
organisation named for her own dog who 
was rescued from a Victorian puppy factory 
after being found in a severely malnourished 
state. This came after almost two decades of 
campaigning to abolish puppy factories in 
Australia and promote rescue. “I wanted to 

As pets are an 
integral part of 
the family, it’s 
frightening to 
know so many 

animals go their 
entire lives unloved 
and unwanted. By 
Anastasia Casey.

eeeeeeee

Factoring Factoring 
in the painin the pain

Each year the RSPCA provides shelter 
to more than 130,000 animals.
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statistics are not considered. Vickie estimates 
that 250,000 unwanted pets are killed each 
year while “at the same time, puppy farms are 
producing hundreds and thousands of puppies 
for the pet shop industry”. These puppy farms 
are legal in Australia as long as the proprietors 
meet the minimum standard of care and, 
according to wheredopuppiescomefrom.
com, this “usually requires that the dog can 
stand up, turn around and lie down and that 
the pen has a partial roof. The dogs can remain 
in these cages their entire life — there is no 
requirement for socialisation, grooming or 
bathing, human contact, exercise and certainly 
no requirement for love.”

Animal cruelty laws within Australia are 
governed by each state but Debra doesn’t 
believe these are adequate. “In New South 
Wales, the RSPCA has very limited powers in 
relation to puppy factories. It can’t even seize 
dogs from illegal puppy factories,” she says. 
“Many are currently operating illegally and 
have done so for many years, but there are no 
laws that actually allow seizure of the dogs. 
Legal puppy factories in New South Wales 
are self-regulated. There is nothing in any 
legislation that triggers a council inspection to 
ensure compliance with the code.” 

Meanwhile, Debra explains that some states 

such as Queensland and South Australia 
don’t even have a code of practice in regards 
to puppy factories. “In Victoria, the code is 
enforced at annual council inspections, but 
only if the council chooses to inspect,” she says. 
“Again, there is nothing in the legislation that 
states councils must inspect puppy factories.” 

Puppy farmers and backyard breeders 
produce hundreds of animals at a time, which, 
if they don’t sell, are easily disposed of. It’s 
a vicious cycle: cute puppies are bred, sold 
to pet shops at a wholesale price, pushed to 
consumers and a large percentage is dumped 
or surrendered to shelters. The usual procedure 
when an animal is dumped: the pound picks 
it up and if the animal is microchipped and it 
is not claimed within 14 days, it is killed. If it is 

not microchipped, it is only 
given seven days.

So why are puppy 
factories still in 
operation considering 
their devastating 
consequences? They 
have the ability to 
manufacture thousands 
of animals per year while 
countless sit behind bars 
in shelters waiting to fi nd 
a home. Debra believes 
people simply don’t 
know enough about 
the situation. “Puppy 
factories have been 
experts at remaining 
hidden from public view,” 
she says.

PETS | Rescue and rehoming 
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Rarely regulated, puppy factories 
don’t provide any socialisation or 
human interaction for their dogs.

Thinking of getting a pup?Thinking of getting a pup?
If you’re considering delving into the 
wonderful world of dog ownership, 
visit rspcapuppyguide.com.au to 
learn how to become a responsible 
dog owner and help end the cycle 
of unwanted pets.
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where the public can rescue pets, which is 
indeed a step in the right direction. “Pet 
stores aren’t all bad,” Vickie adds.

As of last year, a bid to limit pet shops 
throughout Victoria to only sell animals from 
shelters and pounds was put forward by the 
state’s agriculture minister, Jaala Pulford. 
While new laws are yet to pass, Debra is 
confi dent that Victoria will lead the way in 
Australia. “I believe Victoria will be the fi rst 
state to turn every pet shop into an adoption 
centre. More than 200 cities in America have 
done this and it is working at increasing 
adoption rates.” 

The Victorian government also introduced 
legislation to amend the Domestic Animals Act 
to restrict the number of fertile dogs a breeder 
can keep in a bid to wipe out puppy factories. 
The current limit is 350. 

However, many oppose the reforms due 
to the belief that the dog breeding circuit 
will simply run underground and therefore 
will not be regulated at all and so conditions 
could worsen. But, as Debra points out, these 
operations have largely been hidden from 
public view and have remained unregulated 
for some time now.

While the solution to the problem may not 
be entirely clear, animal activists and rescue 
organisations are certainly attempting to fi nd 
one. Public education and legislation reform 
are the obvious routes to take and Debra 
believes that every one of us has the power 
to make a diff erence to protect our furry 
friends from mistreatment and neglect. “Help 
raise awareness and educate and empower 
others,” she urges. “Choose to adopt and 
save a life or research and fi nd an ethical 
registered breeder.”  

But the activist believes the tides are 
fi nally turning. “Times have changed and the 
public is more knowledgeable and are asking 
questions. Once they learn about this hidden 
industry, they won’t want to contribute to it 
by purchasing a puppy from a pet shop or an 
online trading site. As a result, the industry is 
slowly dying. There are less pet shops selling 
puppies and more are focusing on selling pet 
supplies and working with rescue groups to 
promote adoption.

“There are numerous scientifi c studies 
that now prove the link to behavioral issues 
in dogs that have been born and raised in a 
puppy factory, compared to puppies that have 
been born and raised in a home environment. 
There is no doubt that puppy factories 
create behavioural issues in puppies, not to 
mention the many genetic and veterinary 
issues. The psychological damage done to the 
breeding dogs that are confi ned and used as 
breeding machines is also well documented. 
Many rescue groups around Australia have 
rehabilitated and cared for puppy factory 
survivors. They are experts at repairing 
damaged dogs and transforming them so they 
can live out their days with some comfort and 
enjoy being treated as a pet.”

In the UK, the sale of companion animals 
in pet shops was banned for some time in the 
20th century. According to Vickie, this is why 
they have the philosophy that “you either get 
your pet from a breeder or a rescue”. 

In the US city of Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
a ban on the sale of companion animals in 
pet shops was implemented in 2006 and 
according to news network MSNBC, since this 
time, animal adoptions have increased by 23 
per cent and euthanasia at city shelters has 
decreased by 35 per cent. A few cities in the US 
have begun to follow suit and as of last year, 
Los Angeles enacted a permanent ban on the 
sale of non-rescue companion animals in pet 
shops, making it the largest city in the country 
to do so.

While pet shops have copped a lot of the 
heat, there are some in Australia, such as 
PetBarn, that now work alongside rescue 
organisations and act as adoption centres 

Oscar’s LawOscar’s Law
For more information about the work 
Debra Tranter and her organisation do, 
visit oscarslaw.org
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At the Cat Protection Society of NSW, 
we are lucky enough to see many cute 
kittens come through our shelter. We have 
a fantastic foster care program where people 
welcome little kittens into their homes and 
their hearts until they are old enough to be 
adopted. But while we aim to provide the 
best possible care, as humans, it is very hard 
to teach a kitten to be a cat when we aren’t 
cats ourselves; some lessons are best taught 
by a mother feline.

Kittens are adorable and while you may 
be tempted to take home one of these tiny 
bundles of joy, it is very important they stay 
with their mums until they are at least eight 
to 10 weeks of age. There are many reasons 
why keeping kittens with their mothers will 

May  www.facebook.com/petsmagazine

Kylie McKendry from 
the Cat Protection 

Society explains the 
important skills kittens 

learn from their mothers 
and why it’s vital they 
aren’t separated too 

early in life.

If you fi nd a stray litter of kittens, the Cat 

Protection Society suggests leaving them where 

they are and looking out for their mother.

At the Cat Pro
we are lucky e
kittens come
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give them the best possible chance to grow 
up to be healthy and well-behaved adult cats.

Firstly, the nutrients in a mother cat’s milk 
are essential for the growth and development 
of a healthy kitten. Also, antibodies in the milk 
are crucial to boost the kitten’s immune system 
and help prevent them getting sick. Kittens 
separated from their mother too early are more 
likely to develop health issues and are at a 
greater risk of suff ering from disease.

Mother cats will start weaning kittens off  
their milk at around four to six weeks of age 
but kittens will occasionally suckle for a 
little while longer. Even if the kittens are not 
completely dependent on their mother 
for food anymore, there’s still a lot the kittens 
have to learn.

From three to eight weeks of age, kittens 
begin learning all about the world around 
them and this time is vital for their social 
development. Kittens will be shown a range of 
things by their mothers, from grooming and 
toileting to how to respond to humans and 
other animals. Kittens are taught by example 
and you can often see them trying to copy their 
mothers, stretching out or licking their paws to 
clean behind their ears. Mother cat will show 
her kittens how to use the litter box and scratch 
around the litter to cover up after themselves. 
With their mother’s guidance, kittens learn 
ways to take care of themselves. They learn 
how to simply be a cat, how to meow and 
communicate through body language.

Mother cats and litter mates will also teach 
a kitten how to play; if the playing gets too 
rough, then a nip from mum will let the kitten 
know that attacking is not acceptable. Kittens 
enjoy play fi ghting with their brothers and 
sisters, rolling around and pouncing on each 
other. This type of play provides kittens with 
practice as they test out their hunting skills. It is 
also essential for setting boundaries; if a kitten 
gets too excited, their littermate will hiss or 
give them a smack. This way a kitten learns how 
to interact with other cats and that biting or 
scratching is bad manners. 

When kittens are removed from their 
mother too young, they may display abnormal 
behaviours. One of the most common of 

these is suckling on their own fur, or their 
littermates’ fur, to fi nd comfort. In the worst 
cases, this behaviour can lead to the kitten 
losing fur and any patch of fur they can reach 
is constantly wet. As these kittens do this to 
soothe themselves, try giving them a soft toy 
as a friend; heat pads or lavender packs also 
have a calming eff ect on kittens. It is important 
to curb this behavior before the kitten becomes 
an adult, so try your best to distract the kitten 
when you notice it suckling. Most unwanted 
behaviours can be avoided by allowing kittens 
to stay with their mum until they are eight 
to 10 weeks old.

If you ever come across a litter of stray 
kittens, leave them where they are and look 
around for their mother. She may have left 
them and gone in search of food, so keep an 
eye on the kittens to see if their mother returns. 
If it has been a couple of hours and there is 
still no sign of their mother, it’s important to 
take the kittens to the vet for a health check. 
The vet will also be able to provide advice and 
kitten formula, which is the next best thing to a 
mother cat’s milk. 

At Cat Protection, we have seen fi rsthand 
the benefi ts of keeping kittens together with 
their mum, both for their health and their 
behaviour. We would encourage anyone who is 
considering adopting a kitten to make sure they 
are old enough to leave their mother’s care. 

Please phone the 

Cat Protection Society on 

(02) 9519 7201 if you 

have any questions about 

looking after kittens or 

check out 

catprotection.org 

for a range of factsheets 

on cat care.
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worrisome behavioural changes, was enough 
to alert Jasmine that there might be a problem. 
She took her cat to the vet and the prognosis 
was a form of feline dementia. 

“When my vet told me that her mind was 
going, I was devastated,” Jasmine says. “It took 
several days for it to set in that my girl was 
slowly vanishing before my eyes.” 

The quick diagnosis of dementia meant that 
Topaz was put on medication to ease her pain 
and suff ering, and Jasmine was given two more 
years to spend with her beloved pet. “For the 
cat owners out there, the only advice I can off er 
is this: not only check your cat’s litter box daily 
but watch out for other changes in behaviour 
as well, because this can lead to a much bigger 
picture,” she says. “Cats are unable to speak so, 
as their owners, we must be their voice.”

We all want to do right by our pets, which 
means tackling jobs that aren’t exactly glamorous. 
For the health and wellbeing of our pets, it’s time 
to get familiar with some of their business.

Nasties that reside inside
There are a lot of nasty things that reside inside 
our pets’ bodies and one of the only ways we 
are alerted to potential problems is by keeping 

Jasmine Yates’ cat Topaz was always very 
meticulous about her toilet habits. She kept 
her litter box neat and tidy and constantly 
made sure to cover any mess. Jasmine kept 
an eye on the tray but Topaz’s toilet routine 
was so reliably consistent. Topaz was so good 
about using the litter tray that she took tiny 
foster kittens under her wing and taught 
them how to use it, too. 

But one day, things changed. Topaz stopped 
covering her poo. She even started going to 
the toilet on the couch. For 10 years, Topaz 
had been the poster kitten for regular bowel 
movements but this, combined with some other 
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If your pet is toileting somewhere it shouldn’t, 

this could be a sign of a serious health problem.

Kristie Bradfi eld learns 
you can tell a lot about 
an animal by checking 
what it leaves behind.  
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a regular eye on their poo and wee. “Normal 
urination and defecation habits are important 
body functions and should be monitored daily,” 
veterinarian Dr James Crowley says. “Abnormal 
urination or defecation can indicate serious 
underlying disease.”

Dr James is no stranger to pets with these 
types of problems. “I saw a case recently where 
a young Bull Terrier presented for urinating in 
the house and had blood in her urine,” he says. 
“This dog had a skin infection, so the most likely 
cause was that bacteria from the skin infection 
translocated into the lower urinary tract and into 
the bladder. I treated the dog with antibiotics 
and anti-infl ammatories, which should resolve 
her clinical signs. Long-term management of 
her skin condition will be crucial to preventing 
further infections.” Catching this issue at an early 
stage, due to the owners being observant and 
having an understanding of what is and isn’t 
normal, helped this Bull Terrier escape a painful, 
drawn-out illness.

Signs to watch for
y Frequent urination — If you notice your 
dog or cat is urinating more than usual, it may 
be due to hormonal diseases such as diabetes 
or Cushing’s disease. Dr James says it may also 
be because of neurological diseases, urinary 
tract disease (which includes kidney or bladder 
infl ammation, infection or stones) or primary 
behavioural reasons. 
y Blood in the urine — This is another symptom 
that suggests trouble. It can be caused by urinary 
tract disease or blood coagulation disorders, 
which can be caused by rat bait poisoning, snake 
bite or blood-clotting defects. In dogs, it can also 
be a symptom of prostate disease. Daily checks of 
your cat’s urine are straightforward due to their 
use of a litter tray, but dogs can be a little trickier. 
Keep an eye out for additional symptoms such as 
strain or pain when urinating and frequent licking 
around the genital area.
y Diarrhoea — This is one of the most common 
complaints that veterinarians address. While it 
can be linked to simple changes in diet, it can 
also be the result of something more sinister. 
“Diarrhoea can be due to primary conditions of 
the gastrointestinal tract,” Dr James says. “This can 
signify gastrointestinal infection, infl ammation, 

ulceration or cancer.” It could also be traced to 
organ disease, hormonal imbalances, neurological 
issues or toxicity. 
y Blood in stool — Seeing blood in your pet’s 
poo can be alarming. “If the stools are a dark, 
black colour, this is called melena and indicates 
gastrointestinal bleeding in the small intestine,” 
Dr James explains. The causes include intestinal 
ulceration, cancer, toxicity such as an ingestion of 
ibuprofen, and severe kidney/liver disease. “Fresh, 
red blood in faeces is common with conditions 
of the colon and may be due to infl ammation, 
dietary indiscretion, a bleeding tumour or anal 
sac disease,” the vet explains.

You can tell a lot about an animal’s health by 
looking at the wee and poo it leaves behind as 
they provide a snapshot of your pet’s health. If 
you notice that your dog or cat is drinking more, 
urinating more or urinating in abnormal locations, 
or has had recent changes in its stool, have a 
chat with your vet to see if tests are warranted. 
Catching potential illnesses and diseases early 
relies on owners being observant and educated 
about what is and isn’t normal. It doesn’t take 
long to do and your pet will thank you for it. 

Three-step checklistThree-step checklist
What comes out of your pet is just 
as important as what goes in. Wee 
and poo can tell us a lot about an 
animal’s overall health. All it takes 
is three simple steps.
1. Make it a habit – Check on your 
 pet’s poo and wee daily.
2. Make note of any behavioural 
 or dietary changes – These can 
 have an impact on your pet’s bowel 
 movements, too. 
3. Don’t wait too long – While 
 diarrhoea is often caused by small 
 changes in diet, it can also be a 
 signal that nasty stuff  is happening 
 inside. If you’re unsure of what to 
 do, talk to your vet. It’s better to be 
 safe than sorry.
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Your cat’s skin and coat are often a very 
good indicator of her overall health and 
wellbeing. If the skin is healthy and her 
coat is shiny, there’s a good chance your 
kitty will be in tip-top condition.

But if your cat is constantly scratching, has bald 
patches, a bad smell or even dandruff , she could 
be suff ering from one of many skin conditions. 
Dr Kim Kendall, veterinarian from the Chatswood 
Cat Palace Cat Clinic on Sydney’s North Shore, 
outlines several common conditions that can 
aff ect your pet’s skin and coat.

“Knots can be caused by inadequate 
grooming, often due to sticky saliva or arthritis, 
and sticky coats occur due to pollens, dust or 
diesel irritating the mouth, making saliva sticky 
and then the coat gets sticky and clumps,” 
Dr Kim says.

If your cat’s previously glamorous coat 
develops bald patches, his hair may be falling 
out due to a number of skin irritations. For 
example, if your pet has an allergic reaction 
to fl ea bites, she could suff er from fl ea allergy 

May  www.facebook.com/petsmagazine

A shiny coat can indicate your cat is healthy. 

Does your cat suff er 
from itchy and irritating 
skin problems? Tim Falk 
looks at some common 
feline skin conditions 

and how to stop them 
causing your kitty grief. 

SKIN 
DEEP
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dermatitis, which leads to frequent scratching 
and biting, scabs and hair loss. “Tiny little scabs, 
especially at the base of the tail, called military 
dermatitis, are basically an allergy pattern, 
usually to fl eas,” Dr Kim explains.

Alternatively, your furry friend may have a food 
allergy or a reaction to pollens in springtime.

“Bald patches can also very rarely be due 
to hormonal problems and can even be due 
to lying on a heat mat for too long every day,” 
Dr Kim says.

But the list of kitty skin conditions doesn’t 
end there. Your pet could suff er from dandruff , 
which is usually caused by a fatty acid 
defi ciency, or could even struggle with pimples 
due to feline acne.

Finally, yeast infections can also commonly 
occur — you may notice that your pet has 
surprisingly “yeasty” skin and nails. “Underlying 
allergy allows a yeast called malassezia to grow 
and the skin feels greasy as well. Diabetes will 
cause the same problem,” Dr Kim explains.

TACKLING THE PROBLEM
As the list of feline skin problems is quite long, so 
too is the list of symptoms owners should keep 
an eye out for. “Most people notice when their 
cat’s coat is not sleek and glossy,” Dr Kim says, but 
adds an important disclaimer: “Cats can be very 
itchy and pull their hair out — but in secret, so 
not seeing the cat licking, pulling or scratching 
does not mean there is no problem.”

So if you notice anything out of the ordinary 
with your cat’s skin or coat, from excess 
itchiness to bald patches, infl amed areas or 
even dandruff , take her to the vet for a check-
up. Your vet will be able to help you work out 
the best plan for treating the condition, but Dr 
Kim warns that you shouldn’t necessarily expect 
that the problem will be completely cured.

“Most skin problems are chronic, so 
management and consistency in treatment 
are the goals. Cure — not really. Until they can 
make allergies go away in humans, they won’t 
in cats,” she explains.

However, there are a few simple things you 
can do to reduce the risk of your cat suff ering 
with any skin problems. “Feed a high-quality 
food — the best you can aff ord,” Dr Kim 
recommends, along with staying on top of fl ea 
treatment all year-round if there are no frosts. 
It’s also a good idea to wipe your pet’s coat with 
a damp cloth daily. “That black stuff  you wash 
off  every day goes into the cat’s mouth and 
intestine,” Dr Kim says.

With a proactive approach, you can hopefully 
nip any skin problems in the bud before they 
develop, or work in tandem with your vet to 
minimise any discomfort to your pet. 

Painful abscessesPainful abscesses
Another common problem you might 
notice on your kitty’s skin is an abscess, 
which is where pus collects at the site 
of a bite or puncture wound. But Dr Kim 
says this is not really a skin problem. 
“It is a fi ght wound where the other cat 
‘injects’ bacteria into the skin, blood and 
muscle of the victim, resulting in bacterial 
poisoning. I would call skin conditions 
something intrinsic to the animal rather 
than an external event,” she says.

RingwormRingworm
Does your cat have circular patches 
of hair loss or red lesions on the head, 
chest and other parts of her body? This 
could be a fungal infection known as 
ringworm, which needs to be treated 
by your vet.by your vet.

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that cats can get 

acne? Feline acne usually appears 

around a cat’s chin region and can 

be caused by a range of factors, 

including stress and poor grooming.

to be treated
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How happy is your dog?

How Diva-licious is your cat?

Take the quiz and fi nd out! q
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If this situation sounds familiar, it might be 
time to ask yourself, is my pet a bully? Does he 
know how to play happily and safely with other 
dogs without hurting or scaring them?

As a pet parent, it can be pretty distressing 
to fi nd out that your dog isn’t quite the perfect 
pet you thought he was. Just like when your 
child brings home a report card that’s less than 
fl attering, discovering that your gentle, well-
mannered pooch has trouble playing nicely 

You’re sitting on a bench in your local 
off -leash park, watching your dog play 
happily with a couple of other dogs. They’re 
wrestling, barking and running around, 
and it all looks like a lot of fun — except the 
other dogs’ owners don’t think so. They’re 
quick to pull their pet away from yours and 
head for the hills, and you soon get the 
feeling that other pet owners are avoiding 
you and your pooch.

May  www.facebook.com/petsmagazine

Play should be evenly matched between dogs. 

IS MY PET IS MY PET 
A BULLY?A BULLY?

IS MY PET 
A BULLY?

Could your dog’s playful behaviour be taking things 
a little too far? Tim Falk reports.
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with other dogs can come as a shock. “It is very 
important that your dog plays in an acceptable 
way so that the risk of confl ict, aggression and 
intimidation is reduced,” Chiara Perri from Point 
Cook Dog Training says. “Not only do owners 
fi nd very rough play a little distressing, but 
so do dogs and it isn’t very fair when one dog 
gets picked on over and over again as this can 
shatter its confi dence.”

Play needs to be soft, fun, two-sided and 
evenly matched, not necessarily in size but in 
the style of play and level of experience, Chiara 
explains. If bullying continues during play time, 
there’s a big risk that it will get worse over time 
and turn to a more aggressive type of play, which 
eventually may resort to snapping and biting.

It’s vital for all dogs to learn to play nicely with 
other canines, but as Becky Thomas, dog trainer 
from Ultimate K9 on Queensland’s Sunshine 
Coast, points out, that doesn’t mean your pet 
needs to be besties with every dog she meets.

“Of course, we all want our dogs to get along 
with other dogs, and a lot of dogs for the most 
part will. But it isn’t necessary for our dogs to 
like every dog they meet,” she says. “Do we as 
humans like every person we meet? No, we 
don’t, so why should it be any diff erent for dogs?”

So while we certainly don’t want our dogs 
to be aggressive towards other animals, we 
also shouldn’t force them to interact with their 
fellow canines if they’re 
uncomfortable doing so. 
Instead, it’s best to focus 
on teaching your pet how 
to play safely and not bully 
any other dogs.

SIGNS OF A BULL Y
The last thing any owner 
would want is for their dog 
to be a bully, but how can 
you tell if your dog is one? 
Chiara says there are some 
common signs that indicate 
your dog might be taking 
play too far or making 
other dogs uncomfortable, 
including humping, pinning 
down, grabbing at the neck, 
barking in other dogs’ faces, 

constant chasing and rushing at, and climbing 
arousal levels where your dog does not appear 
to hear or listen to you. “Other signs are the 
dog losing its temper, getting very snappy or 
isolating one dog in a group and picking on it,” 
she explains. 

“For so many years, several of these 
behaviours were believed to be about 
dominance and that the dog wanted to take 
over the other dogs. In fact, we now know 
that most bullies are actually insecure dogs.” 
Humping is a classic example of this, as you see 
many desexed dogs hump as well as females. 
“Quite often, these humping dogs display this 
behaviour because they are a little inept at 
their social skills and don’t quite know how 
to play. Pinning dogs, grabbing at them and 
chasing them down can also be the dog trying 
to keep others away because it does not feel 
comfortable with the interaction and is trying 
to gain control of it,” Chiara explains. 

During its early learning phases as a pup, 
if your dog was bullied or found interaction 
stressful, it very likely could have learned that 
being a bully controlled that kind of play. This 
means it isn’t necessarily that the dog likes to 
be a bully, but instead that it feels this type of 
behaviour is the only way to cope.

Becky also stresses the importance, when 
interact with their

Early socialisation will help teach dogs how to play politely.
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your dog is interacting with another dog, of 
paying attention to the body language of each 
animal so you know when to call your pet back 
to you. “The easiest way to look at it is, is the play 
fair?” she says. “By fair, I mean even — each dog 
is having their turn on top and on the bottom, 
there is no one dog that is controlling the game. 
Each dog’s tail is up and not tucked between 
their legs, and each dog is wanting to engage 
with the other dog and not wanting to retreat.” 

PU� ING A STOP TO BULL YING
The best way to prevent your dog turning into 
a bully is to socialise her as a puppy. Proper 
socialisation is so important for teaching 
correct behaviour and the ideal time to teach 
this is during your dog’s critical period for 
socialisation, which is eight to 16 weeks of age. 

May  www.facebook.com/petsmagazine

“During this time, your puppy is like a sponge, 
soaking up all the new information,” Becky says. 
“It is so extremely important to have all positive 
experiences during this time, so getting the help 
of a trainer is crucial. Don’t worry if you get your 
dog after their critical period — manners can still 
be taught after this time.”

But if you’ve just discovered your dog is a 
bully, there’s still plenty you can do to change 
its behaviour. The fi rst step, Chiara says, is to 
accept it and understand that it means your 
dog does not have great social skills. 

“For an adopted dog with no known history, it 
may be a coping skill and the only way it knows 
to interact. So these dogs need monitored play 
sessions under the guidance of a trainer who 
knows when to step in, how to step in and when 
to re-introduce,” the trainer explains. 

Bowing is an indicator that your dog is engaging in play, not an insecure behaviour.
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“For some dogs, 
day care might be 
a solution as the 
bully can be better 
matched with dogs 
that are similar and 
often we fi nd, when 

this is the case, the bullying settles. Bullies 
tend to pick on the smaller dogs, weaker, 
younger and old dogs, but can often be fi ne 
with bigger and confi dent dogs. Play must be 
watched constantly and early intervention is 
so important.”

Then there are dogs who bully because they 
are socially anxious and these are the dogs who 
actually prefer to not be around other dogs. If 
this is your pooch, you will have to accept this 
and focus more on family time and calm walks 
rather than hitting the dog park.

And if you need help controlling your dog’s 
bullying behaviour, seek out a trainer who is 
calm and uses force-free training methods. 
“Studies have shown that using aggression 
to try to curb aggressive-type behaviour will 
actually only increase it,” Chiara says. “Force-free 
trainers will calmly step in and gently remove 
the dog from play. They teach owners how to 
redirect the focus back to them and how to 
settle the dog, and they teach you when and if 
to reintroduce to play again.” 

With the right approach, your dog’s bullying 
days will soon be a thing of the past. 

Playing Playing 
at the at the 
parkpark
When you’re at 
an off -leash park, 
how can you be 
sure your dog 
is just playing 
with the other 
dogs and not 
being a bully? 
“Ensure play is soft. This means the 
body language should be soft, the 
mouth should be open and the 
tongue should be hanging out,” 
Chiara says. “Bottoms are wobbling, 
tails are wagging and there is a lot 
of play bowing and taking turns to 
chase. If the play appears stiff , there 
is lots of hard staring, tails are up 
high, the dogs keep standing on their 
hind legs and chesting, hackles are 
up, mouths are clamped shut or wide 
open, then this suggests the dog is 
not comfortable or way too aroused 
to be playing with another dog.

“Ensure all other owners are 
happy for your dog to interact and 
if your dog does get too rough, step 
in and calmly remove it from play 
until it settles. It is unacceptable to 
just allow your dog to keep bullying 
another dog as it can get very out of 
control very quickly, not to mention 
stressful for everyone.”

Coming when called is a vital skill for your dog to 

learn, whether it displays bully-type behaviour or not.
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Crate training provides an eff ective training 
tool for adult dogs and puppies alike and, 
while it may take a little time and eff ort to 
train your pet to use the crate, it will come 
in handy and pay off  your time investment 
many times over. What might you use it 
for? Crate training can be a useful tool 
for teaching a new dog the boundaries of 
the house, keeping your pet safe at home 
or in the car, for travel on an airline, or 
even keeping the animal calm and resting 
following surgery or injuries.

While some don’t love the idea of a crate 
or think it looks cruel, crate training from an 
early age is a kindness; it means should any 
of the above come up suddenly, your pet is 
already comfortable in his crate. It’s also worth 
noting a crate is intended to be a safe haven 
so once your pet is gently introduced and 
trained for crate time, you’re actually providing 
her with an escape hatch for when she wants 
some alone time. 

When it comes to choosing the correct crate, 
you’ll need one big enough for your pet to 
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Far from a place for your 
pets to fear, a crate, if 

properly introduced, can 
be a real life saver or a safe 
haven for pets that want 

some time out. Mel Hearse 
fi nds out from the RSPCA 

how to make crate training 
a happy and valuable 
process for your pet. 

C t t i i id ff ti t i i

Many dogs enjoy the security of the crate.CRATING CRATING 
101101
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stand up, turn around and lie down in (if you’re 
only planning on buying the one, think ahead 
to your pet’s likely size at adulthood). They can 
be made of plastic, wire or collapsible fabric, 
though fabric crates are not recommended for 
long periods of time unless you are sure your 
pet is comfortable and calm in it and won’t try 
to barrel his way out. 

CRATE BASICS
Get started by placing the crate in a central part 
of the house — you should make it as inviting 
a space as possible. This is usually enough for 
an inquisitive animal to want to go inside and 
check it out, which you should promptly reward 
with a treat (and repeat each time your pet 
successfully goes in). If your pet settles in the 
crate, you can reward this again, perhaps with 
a “good boy” or food treats. At this stage of the 
game, don’t close the crate, rather keep it as 
a place your pet can come and go from and 
where treats are often served.

Phase two involves feeding your pet its meals 
in the crate. This will encourage him to go in and 
to continue to see it as a wonderful spot for him 
to visit. Start by placing the food in the crate 
and graduate slowly to calling your pet in and 
placing the food in after he is settled. Once he 
becomes comfortable with being fed his meals 
in the crate, you can start closing the door, the 
above steps having served to make your pet 
view the crate as an enjoyable place as opposed 
to a place he needs to escape. Work your way up 
from a few minutes after a meal with the door 
closed, to seeing how long your pet will happily 
stay. In the early stages, your pet may whine as 
soon as the food is gone but try to ignore it for 
a few minutes, giving him a pat and letting him 
out when he stops. But don’t leave him in there 
if the whining continues; simply go back a step 
and take it slower. 

Once your dog is happy in the crate for about 
10–15 minutes after fi nishing her meal, you 
can start to confi ne her to the crate for longer 
periods and teach her the “crate command”, 
such as saying “crate” or “bed”. As your pet 
enters her crate, give her a reward and close the 
door. You can now sit quietly by the crate for a 
moment and if she stays calm, open the door to 

give her a treat before closing the door 
and moving away to your own activities. 
Continue to treat or praise your pet regularly 
for calm behaviour. 

THE NIGHT SHIFT 
Once your pet is happy spending time in his 
crate with you around, it’s time to kick things 
up a notch and try night crating. Set the scene 
with plenty of toys or treat-dispensing toys to 
get your pet settled into the routine and keep 
the crate in a familiar place to help your pet 
feel relaxed and comfortable. Older dogs and 
puppies will probably need to be taken out for 
toilet breaks. Crating is actually a brilliant tool 
for toilet training because animals don’t like 
to pee where they live so if they are otherwise 
good with their crate but whine suddenly at 
night, put them out for a wee, taking care to 
praise them when they’ve toileted. 

WHAT NOT TO DO
Don’t take too much notice or make a fuss 
of whining. If it is toilet related, take your 
pet out without consoling her, praise her 
when she toilets and then pop her back into 
the crate. Because all attention is considered 
good attention, punishing your pet for whining 
is counterproductive — it’s best to stick to 
the time and stage you are up to, ignoring 
the behaviour and seeing if it will pass. You 
can also discourage whining by praising the 
behaviour you do like; again, all attention is 
good attention and your pet will seek out the 
chance to be rewarded again once she knows 
you like the calm. 

Another no-no is excessive crate time. While 
crates are a fantastic tool for toilet-training 
puppies, preventing destruction and for 
travelling, a dog of any age should not spend 
all day in a crate while you are at work and then 
again when you go to bed. Too much crate time 
can aff ect your dog’s muscle development and 
condition and young puppies shouldn’t spend 
more than two to three hours in the crate 
without a toilet break as they cannot last 
that long without relieving themselves.

For more information on crating,
visit rspca.org.au
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and social enough to be a therapy dog. Delta 
Therapy Dogs says any breed of dog could have 
the right temperament. They’re usually dogs 
that like to be around people and aren’t too 
boisterous or too timid.

“Delta dogs range from Great Danes to 
Chihuahuas and come from many diff erent 
walks of life,” Delta Society spokesperson 
Allison Reid says.

Each dog must pass a 20-minute assessment. 
If the canine passes, the handler must then 
undertake a one-day training program and 
will then be assigned a facility such as a 
nursing home to visit.

Debbie Williams and her Samoyeds Ari 
and Tess have been visiting Bentons Lodge in 
Mornington, Victoria, for the last 18 months.

“The residents often comment that our visits 
are the highlight of their week,” Debbie says. 
“Tess loves to sit up on a chair with the ladies 
watching TV in the rec room. The residents 
giggle and laugh at her antics; Tess is cheeky 
and they love her cuteness. Ari is much more 
reserved and tends to walk around quietly 
and sit beside people for a pat.”

Allison says what’s amazing about pet 
therapy dogs is the physical, cognitive and 
social benefi ts they provide for people.

“Interaction with a furry friend reduces blood 
pressure, provides tactile stimulation, assists 
with pain management, provides motivation 

Is there anything more comforting than 
cuddling up with your dog? They’re always 
so happy to see you, to play with you or to 
simply sit by your side and relax.

Therapy dogs capture all the benefi ts of 
pet ownership and off er these services to 
the elderly or unwell, with volunteer owners 
and their incredible dogs visiting aged-care 
facilities, hospitals and schools.

One of the most established groups off ering 
this service in Australia is the Delta Society, with 
more than 1000 volunteers and their special 
dogs across the country. 

I know the program well, having worked 
as a Delta volunteer with my Cavalier King 
Charles, Gidget. Every Tuesday, we used to visit 
our local nursing home and bring some joy 
and company to the elderly people battling 
the ravages of age.

Some of them had nobody left in their lives, 
including a 104-year-old woman who so looked 
forward to our visits, she would always save 
Gidget her morning tea — usually a biscuit 
or some cake, which my Cavvy would eagerly 
gobble up and then sit for a pat.

Like all therapy dogs, Gidget had to pass 
a temperament test to see if she was calm 
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Pets off er myriad 
benefi ts to our lives 

and therapy pet 
services allow these 
to be extended to 

those in need. Katie 
Cincotta discovers.

HEALING 
DOGS

Debbie with Ari and Tess.
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to move and stimulates the senses,” she says. 
A visit with a dog also provides a positive social 
experience where people can talk and interact 
in a relaxed environment.

Debbie says sometimes a visit from her 
Samoyeds is exactly what someone needs if 
they’re struggling with illness or loneliness.

“Two weeks ago, one of the frail ladies who 
is on oxygen permanently was a bit down and 
the staff  suggested she may not be interested 
in a visit. Well, that didn’t deter Tess — she just 
jumped straight up on her bed for a cuddle 
and the lovely old lady started to laugh and 
thanked me repeatedly for bringing Tess in. 
She loves it when Tess lies back in her arms for 
a smooch,” Debbie says.

Allison says the four-legged visitors off er an 
emotional outlet for people, as well as improve 
self-esteem and have both a calming and 
uplifting eff ect.

Last Christmas, Debbie organised for the 
Samoyed Club sled team to deliver Santa to the 
nursing home with Ari and Tess on Santa’s lap. 
“One of the residents who often likes to walk Ari 
joined us for the walk. I bought her a Samoyed 
Club shirt to wear and she was thrilled. The 
residents and staff  have all commented that it 

was the best thing ever and want us to go back 
again this year.”

Allison says therapy dogs are able to bring 
the feeling of warmth, energy and humour to 
a hospital environment. 

“It decreases the feeling of sterility and lifts 
the mood, and this continues after each visit,” 
she says.

Debbie adds that she’s been privileged to see 
the positive eff ect her dogs have had on the 
aged-care residents, including on a woman 
who was originally reluctant to let Tess and Ari 
into her room.

“On our fi rst visit, she said ‘No dogs’,” Debbie 
says. “A few weeks later, she sat up in bed, 
stretched her arms out and exclaimed, ‘My Ari, 
My Ari, come here beautiful’. On the day of her 
passing, we called in to visit her. I’m not sure if 
she knew I was there but she certainly knew Ari 
was there and when I placed her hand on his 
head, she let out a sigh that sounded like ‘Ari’ 
and proceeded to move her fi ngers through his 
fur. About fi ve minutes later, the staff  came and 
told us she had passed. I like to think Ari helped 
her to pass peacefully.”

What people might not expect is that 
volunteers and the dogs get just as much 
pleasure from giving their time up to visit 
those in need.

As a new recruit, Debbie says she didn’t 
anticipate how benefi cial the whole experience 
would be for these seniors living out their 
twilight years. “It is so incredibly rewarding to 
see the joy and pleasure my dogs bring to these 
people,” she says. “Many of them had dogs prior 
to going into the nursing home. It gives me a 
thrill to see photos of my guys on the walls in 
many of the rooms.” 

She says it’s a privilege to be welcomed by 
the staff , the residents and their families, and 
to be considered a part of the team — even if 
they’re only around for an hour or two a week.

Debbie says the volunteer work for her is a 
gift in itself, knowing that her beautiful dogs 
are bringing some happiness to others, many 
of whom no longer have the freedom to live in 
their own home with a beloved pet.

“I didn’t realise how good it would make me 
feel to give a little of my time. I am proud to be 
a Delta dog chauff eur.” 

How pets help the elderly:How pets help the elderly:
• Reducing tension, fatigue 
 and confusion
• Increasing enthusiasm, interest 
 and inspiration
• Pet owners are less likely to report 
 feeling lonely
Source: Australian Companion 
Animal Council

Pet therapy groupsPet therapy groups
• Delta Society
• Paws Pet Therapy
• Lead The Way
• Lort Smith Pet Therapy
• Story Dogs
• Aussie Angels Assistance Dogs
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When Chris Williams’ Labrador Charlie 
wanted to climb into her bed to sleep each 
night, she was at fi rst reluctant to agree. “I 
had planned to only allow Charlie to sleep on 
his little bed on the fl oor and keep the 
big ‘human’ bed off -limits,” she explains.

“But he was just so good at tugging on my 
heartstrings. He’d look at me with these big 
dopey eyes and place his paw on the bed, 
and I felt so bad for making him stay on the 
fl oor. After a few nights of this, I gave in and 
the big lump has been snoring away next to 
me ever since.”

Chris and Charlie’s scenario is one many pet 
owners can relate to. We all want to do the right 
thing by our pets and do whatever we can to 
make them happy, but we’re plagued with guilt 
whenever we feel like we’ve let them down. 
And as any dog lover will tell you, our canine 
companions seem to be very adept at making 
us feel as guilty as possible.

But do our pets actually try to make us feel 
guilty or is it all something we dream up in 

May  www.facebook.com/petsmagazine

Does your dog know 
exactly what to do to 
make you feel guilty 

and get what he wants? 
Tim Falk looks at how 
you can overcome that 

guilt and still do the 
right thing by your pet.

Wh Ch i Willi ’ L b d Ch li

Has your pooch mastered the art of puppy-dog eyes?

GUILT GUILT 
TRIPTRIP
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our own heads? “In short, yes, dogs are able 
to make us feel guilty, but they would not be 
aware of it,” Katie Catherwood from Heads & 
Tails Pet Care Services says.

“Dogs may be able to recognise when their 
actions fall short of our expectations and result 
in disappointment, but it is believed that the 
level of self-refl ection required in experiencing 
guilt is too advanced for their cognition. As 
such, it would not be possible for them to 
knowingly cause their human counterparts 
to feel guilty. That’s not to say it doesn’t 
happen, though.”

However, even though they may not be 
aware of it, dogs still seem to be very adept at 
giving us “the look” when we don’t give them 
what they want — for example, when your 
pet is super-keen for a walk but you just don’t 
have the time.

It’s a look that can make even hard-hearted 
dog owners melt within moments and no 
animal lover is immune to its charms. “Even 
as a dog trainer, my dogs can look at me with 
those puppy-dog eyes and just make me 
melt, so they get handed an extra treat or sit 
on my lap for a cuddle, but this needs to be 
put into perspective,” Becky Thomas, dog trainer 
from Ultimate K9 on Queensland’s Sunshine 
Coast, says.

“This is just us putting human emotions onto 
our pets. Dogs don’t hold grudges so if they 
miss out on their walk for that day or you have 
to leave them to go grocery shopping, I can 
assure you they are going to be just as happy 
to see you when you return. They aren’t going 
to be sulking in the corner for the rest of the 
day or destroying the garbage bin to get 
back at you.”

DOGS AREN’T PEOPLE
Have you ever heard the saying that dogs are 
the best people? Our canine companions have 
such unique personalities and quirks, and we 
form such strong bonds with them, that it’s 
hard not to think of them as having the same 
thoughts and feelings that we do.

And this, Katie says, is a reason why we 
sometimes feel wracked with guilt when we 
don’t give our dogs exactly what they want. 

“We live in a society where dogs are being 
increasingly humanised; this is a double-edged 
sword,” she explains. 

“On one hand, it gives us tremendous joy and 
comfort to experience the depth of friendship 
we allow ourselves with dogs. On the other, 
it can make for some serious misjudgements 
about their needs, incentives and behaviour.” 

When we start to see our dogs as human, 
we begin to aff ord them the same expectations 
as we would for ourselves. Sometimes this 
means nothing more than off ering our dogs 
a few harmless luxuries, such as sitting on the 
couch or buying them Christmas gifts. But, at 
other times, this means depriving them of their 
true needs. 

“Although humans and canines share vast 
similarities, there is a number of distinct 
diff erences,” Katie says. “For instance, while a 
young child may feel calmed being cuddled 
during a thunderstorm, a nervous dog would 
fi nd the same cuddle justifi es and strengthens 
his fears.

“As dedicated pet parents, we strive to make 
our dogs happy and feel terribly if we can’t. 
But it’s important to recognise if and when the 
needs we are trying to cater to are human and, 
if so, whether this is genuinely helping the dog. 
We may feel guilty when we leave them at 

Puppy-dog eyesPuppy-dog eyes
Do you struggle to say no to your dog 
when he turns those big, pleading 
puppy-dog eyes on you? Katie points 
out that the eff ect of puppy-dog 
eyes is actually very real. “Dogs elicit 
oxytocin [known as the ‘cuddle 
hormone’] when staring into their 
owners’ eyes,” she says. “Apart from 
this, a dog that is rewarded for his 
behaviour will learn very quickly to 
replicate it in future. It’s the (often 
human) emotions we assign onto the 
puppy-dog eyes that are not realistic.”
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home to go out, make them work for their food 
or take them to the vet, but the guilt in these 
cases is unfounded.”

GETTING OVER GUILT
The next time you feel guilty for not letting 
your dog up on the lounge, ask yourself 
whether the guilt is really justifi ed. Although 
a lot of people seem to feel “mean” when they 
don’t give their pet exactly what she wants, 
disciplining your dog does not mean being 
unkind at all. 

“It simply means establishing a set of 
consistent rules and boundaries to live by 
and sometimes saying ‘no’. This can be done 
without even raising your voice,” Katie says.

As long as all your dog’s needs are met, 
including food, shelter, regular exercise, 
training, social interaction and love, there is 
no reason to feel guilty when you don’t let 
your dog have her way. 

Katie explains that by providing your dog 
with rules, you give him two wonderful gifts. 
The fi rst is the opportunity to please you by 
meeting your expectations — if you don’t have 
any expectations, how can he please you? 

The second is confi dence. “In knowing you 
are his leader, your dog no longer has the 

stressful job of protecting you from every 
other living being you encounter,” she explains. 
“Once you remove the decision-making role 
from your dog and take it on as your own, you 
are giving him the freedom to relax and enjoy 
life as your loyal follower.” 

May  www.facebook.com/petsmagazine

Rules and boundariesRules and boundaries
It’s important to remember that 
there are very good reasons why 
we set rules and boundaries for 
our pets to follow. “If you were 
eating a block of chocolate and 
you get those puppy-dog eyes 
looking up at you, are you going 
to give in and give your pet some 
chocolate? No, because chocolate 
is toxic for dogs,” Becky says. 

“Same goes for the bed. If you 
own two Great Danes, are you 
going to let them both sleep on 
the bed with you? Probably not, 
as there wouldn’t be any room left 
for you.”

There are reasons we set boundaries and rules for our dogs, such as no sleeping on the couch.





With a natural instinct 
to chew, dogs will often 
devour anything they 
can get their paws on.

Dr Katrina explains some common doggy problems and how KONG toys can help you solve these.
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Our dogs are valued members of the 
family and we love them so much that 
we sometimes forget they are a diff erent 
species to us with very diff erent needs. 
We need to make sure their physical and 
mental requirements are met or destructive 
behaviour may result.

KONG toys are very useful for providing a 
healthy outlet for your dog’s energy and avoiding 
some of the common problems listed below:

TEETHING
Puppies have 28 baby teeth that erupt 
through the gums, sometimes causing pain. 

WITH DR KATRINA WARREN
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Chewing on soft rubber can help alleviate 
pain associated with teething.

KONG Puppy rubber toys are specially 
designed for growing teeth and jaws. These 
toys help promote the entry of growing teeth 
while establishing healthy chewing habits.

When the new adult teeth are fully set at 
about nine months, dogs should move to a 
KONG Classic or KONG Extreme based on 
their chewing style.

CHEWING
Chewing is a natural instinct for dogs. 
Without an acceptable outlet for them to 
chew, many dogs will turn to destructive 
chewing in the home. Teaching your dog 
acceptable chewing behaviours with toys 
such as KONGs will help avoid destructive 
chewing from the start.

KONG toys are made from durable rubber 
in a variety of formulas and provide dogs 
with an appropriate way to fulfi l their 
chewing instincts.

Chewing a KONG also helps keep jaws 
strong and teeth clean.

BOREDOM
Boredom is a common problem seen in dogs 
that spend long periods of time alone. To 
combat this, a dog will always fi nd something 
to do, which often leads to problem behaviour. 

Chewing a KONG toy acts as a diversion, 
relieving stress, boredom and anxiety when 
dogs are left alone.

Stuff ed KONG toys extend playtime and 
create a healthy, long-lasting challenge. A 
KONG can even be frozen so that getting all 
the food out takes even more time, which 
will mentally stimulate your dog, help beat 
boredom and stimulate the mind.

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT 
Weight management is an important part 
of dogs’ overall health; it’s estimated that 
around 25–30 per cent of dogs are overweight 
or obese. Obesity is associated with a number 
of medical problems, such as osteoarthritis 
and cardiac disease.

Feeding your dog from a KONG Classic or 
KONG Wobbler will not only slow his eating but 
also provide a satisfying mental and physical 
challenge. You can throw away the food bowls 
and make your dog work for her meals!

The fi rst few times you off er your dog a 
KONG toy, engage in some playtime activities 
with the KONG to pique your pup’s interest 
and show him what the toy can do. Always 
remember to choose the right-size and 
-strength KONG for your dog so he’ll always 
have a safe and enjoyable experience.

For more information, visit 
kongcompany.com



For more information 
visit localvet.com.au/FurKids 

or visit Dr Jo’s clinic at Shop 11/2 
Sheppards Drive, Greenbank Qld.
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MEDICATION 
MISHAP
Q:Hi PETS, my oldest dog, Dudley, a 

20kg Staff ordshire Bull Terrier, is on 
medication for his anxiety. It’s a Prozac-type 
drug and he’s been on it for a few weeks just to 
help control his stress while we move house. 
The problem is that we’re moving house and 
the box with the medication was left low to the 

ground. Our other 
dog, York, who is 
about 10kg lighter, 
ate one of his tablets. 
Is this something 
that we should be 
worried about? Is 
there anything we 
should look for?
Fiona, via email

A:Hi Fiona, it’s never 
ideal to have your 

pets share medication 
but accidents do 
happen. If anything like 
this occurs in future, 
you should call your 
local vet as soon as the 
accident has happened 
to fi nd out if there is 
reason for concern. 

Other contacts include the poisons information 
hotline. As it happens, Prozac (or Fluoxetine as it’s 
more commonly called in Australia) doesn’t tend 
to have fatal consequences. Signs you may see 
include lethargy, nausea and vomiting, seizures 
and increased heart rate. These will pass in time 
and the dog should recover fi ne, but again please 
be very careful about leaving any medicines 
around the house — just like we have human 
medicine cabinets, having a container or box 
for our pets’ drugs is also a good idea.

While it’s important medicine is only given to its intended doggy recipient, accidents 

can happen and you should contact your vet if the wrong pooch has taken any meds.

With 
Fur Kids’ 

Dr Jo 
Beckett
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PLUCKING 
PROBLEMS
Q:Hi Dr Jo, I have a two-year-

old dove, Lake, and today 
I noticed he’s been pulling out his 
feathers. He has a small bald spot 
near his tail and when I cleaned 
his perch, I even saw a bit of what 
looks like dried blood on it. Why 
would Lake be doing this and is 
this something we should get 
looked into?
Mick, via email

A:Hi Mick, fi rstly, you need to 
be certain Lake is plucking 

his feathers and doesn’t just have feather loss. 
Occasionally, feather loss can be a sign of serious 
internal conditions (liver or kidney disease, bacteria 
or parasites, or viral infections such as beak and 
feather disease) and you should take Lake to the vet 
if this is a possibility. If it truly is a feather picking 
or plucking issue, particularly if you have observed 
Lake plucking, then that certainly helps narrow 
down the problems. 

Feather picking in birds is a common behavioural 
condition. When they get distressed, birds can 
express their emotions with behavioural changes 
such as picking out feathers. However, we can’t rule 
out diseases that cause pain and irritation such as 

mites and lice. If you use Ivermectin, then parasites 
are less likely to be an issue. If you are certain it is 
plucking and have kept Lake up to date with parasite 
treatment, we need to search for changes that 
may have upset Lake. Changes may be minor and 
insignifi cant to you but distressing to the bird. Cage 
relocation, new toys in the cage (or loss of a favourite 
toy), a new person around the house or someone 
around less often, a new pet, loss of another bird, 
change of diet, changing the furniture and many, 
many other things can upset a bird. So perhaps sit 
down with the family and think back to what has 
changed around the time this was fi rst noted and try 
to re-establish Lake’s “happy place”. Good luck.

DOGGY DANDRUFF
Q:Dear PETS, my six-year-old Rottweiler, 

Larry, appears to have developed 
a dandruff -like substance in his fur. Tiny 
white spots are everywhere, no matter how 
frequently we bathe or groom him. Larry eats 
a high-quality dry biscuit diet and we treat 
him for fl eas and worms and all the usual stuff  
regularly. What do you think this dandruff  is 
and is there any way we can treat it?
Jane, via email

A:Hi Jane, it sounds like you have been trying very 
hard to get on top of Larry’s dandruff  condition 

and you seem to be starting in all the right places.
The fi rst place I would begin is diet. A great 

many brands profess to be complete and balanced 
though unfortunately are quite lacking. Excellent 
brands include Hills, Royal Canin, Advance, Iams 

and Eukanuba (many of these brands also have 
skin and coat formulas). 

If you are already on one of these, then it may 
just be that Larry’s coat is particularly dry (just like 
our skin gets dry at certain times of the year) and 
could benefi t with supplements. You can try oral 
supplements such as fi sh oils to increase the omega 
oil content in his diet, and this should strengthen 
his new skin. You can also try topical treatments 
such as Dermoscent Essential 6 to restore the 
skin’s barrier function and hydration. Also, be very 
careful with what you wash Larry with as many 
medicated shampoos can strip the skin of both bad 
and good bacteria. Gentle washes such as Aloveen 
or NutriDerm shampoo and conditioner work 
wonderfully to strengthen the skin’s defences.

This should give you a few other things to trial 
on Larry and hopefully his coat improves in time. 

Feather plucking could be the result of a range 
of issues, both medical and behavioural.



Do you have a badly behaved budgie 
or a misbehaving mutt? Animal 

behaviourist Dr Kate Mornement shares 
some handy hints to help get common 
pet behaviour blunders under control.

PETS | Behaviour and training 
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RIGHT FROM WRONG
Q:Hi Dr Kate, we are getting a new puppy in a 

few weeks’ time. It will be our fi rst time with 
a dog; previously, we’ve had cats. It looks like we’ll 
be getting a rescue dog, perhaps a Staff y cross. 
However, I was wondering what’s the best way 
to teach the pup right from wrong? How do you 
discipline a new pup?
Billy, via email

A:Hello Billy, how exiting! A new puppy, while 
hard work at times, is such a joy! I’m so happy 

to hear that you have decided to rescue a dog in 
need. There are so many dogs waiting in shelters 

for a new home. I’m glad you asked about how 
best to teach your new pup right from wrong. 
There is a lot of confl icting advice about training 
techniques out there and it’s important to use 
the correct approach to get the best from your 
relationship with your new dog.

The latest research clearly tells us that positive-
reinforcement rewards-based training is the most 
humane and eff ective way to teach and train dogs 
and other animals. Positive-reinforcement training 
involves consistently rewarding desired behaviours 
with your dog’s favourite treats, toys, praise etc, 
while ignoring unwanted behaviours or redirecting 
them to a behaviour you can reward. With time and 
repetition, your dog will learn to repeat the good 
behaviours you have rewarded in favour of the 
unwanted behaviours, which are ignored. There are 
lots of positive-reinforcement dog trainers available 
to assist you should you need help. You might also 
like to enrol your new dog into obedience training 
classes to help get you off  to a good start. 

s 

WRITE TO Dr KATEDoes your puppy pee in all the wrong places? Does your kitty scratch the new couches? If you have a question about your pet’s behaviour, write to our resident animal behaviourist, Dr Kate Mornement from Pets Behaving Badly (petsbehavingbadly.com.au). Send your question to Naughty or nice/PETS, Locked Bag 154, North Ryde NSW 1670 or email your question to pets@universalmagazines.com.au with the subject heading “Naughty or nice”. Stay tuned, as your question may be answered by Dr Kate and published in the magazine.

gieeeeeee WWWWRITTE TO D

NAUGHTY
OR

nice

Animal behaviourist Dr Kate 

Mornement with her canine 

pals Archie the Boxer and 

Joseph the Labrador.

Rewards-based training is always 
better than correctional training.
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TOILETING TROUBLES
Q:Hi PETS, please help! I have a one-year-

old Siamese and he still won’t toilet 
appropriately. We have tried diff erent litter 
brands, litter trays, diff erent positions around 
the house — the works. But for every four 
times he goes in the right spot, there’ll be 
that one time he chooses the lounge instead. 
Or the new rug. Or my bed. Do you have any 
suggestions on how I can get this nuisance 
behaviour to stop? 
Clark, via email

A:Dear Clark, inappropriate toileting is one 
of the most common problems I see cat 

owners for. It can be caused by a medical issue, 
so it’s best to rule this out fi rst with a trip to the 
vet. If your cat is given a clean bill of health, then 

we know the problem is behavioural. Stress and 
anxiety can lead to house soiling but so can 
territorial behaviour and a lack of prior litter 
training, especially when cats are young kittens. 
Going to the toilet is a rewarding behaviour 
because the cat feels a sense of relief immediately 
after going, no matter where they go. You can 
help make it more likely your cat will use a litter 
tray by consistently rewarding toileting in the tray 
with a favourite treat as often as possible.

Also, ensure you’re using an enzymatic cleaner 
to completely eliminate previous stains. Regular 
household cleaners leave behind a faint scent 
of urine, which cats can still smell. Due to their 
territorial nature, this makes them inclined to re-
mark areas when they detect old stains. If these 
suggestions don’t work, then it’s time to call a 
qualifi ed behaviourist. Good luck! 

CLAWING TO AFRICA
Q:Hi PETS, I have a kitten named Africa. 

She’s a moggy and is about six months 
old. She’s pretty much the perfect kitty and 
nailed toilet training, loves being social with 
the family and even comes when we call her, 
which is quite cool. One thing she doesn’t 
do, however, is keep our furniture in good 
condition. Africa tears up the leather lounge 
at every chance she gets and since we don’t 
want to leave her outside when we’re out, this 
means she tears it up a lot. She has scratching 
posts and we have even bought her a KONG to 
try to give her other places to play but, nope, 

the couch it is. Do you have any suggestions on 
how we can stop this behaviour?
Rose, via email

A:   Hi Rose, Africa sounds like a gorgeous 
cat and what a great name! Destructive 

clawing is quite common, especially when cats 
are confi ned to the house. Scratching and clawing 
are normal behaviours and are used by cats to 
mark their territory and keep their paws and claws 
in good condition. You are certainly on the right 
track by providing Africa with scratch posts and 
toys; you just might need to tweak some things. 

Cats tend to scratch large items of furniture in 
prominent locations — hello couch! You can help 
her learn to prefer clawing the scratching posts 
by moving them to a more obvious location and 
rewarding Africa with favourite treats, attention 
and pats every time you see her scratch the 
post. Placing some double-sided tape or plastic 
on the areas of the couch where she scratches 
can work as a deterrent; however, consistently 
rewarding the right behaviour is much more 
eff ective. Consider getting Africa a cat tree or 
tower scratching post as these are tall and cats 
prefer high places. Hang favourite toys on the 
cat tree and hide treats and catnip on it to help 
create a positive association with it as this will 
make Africa more likely to want to spend time on 
it. Pretty soon, she’ll be scratching up a storm on 
her cat posts!

Getting your cat to stop clawing the 
sofa can be a challenging task.
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“I thought this was fairy fl oss but it 
tastes like nothing!”

“Move over, bro, it’s my turn to shine!”

“Am I invisible now?”

“I reckon I can learn this easy! 

Oh, I need all four legs on?”

“What… I wasn’t supposed to eat it?”

We simply loved hanging 

out with these sweet little 

German Shepherd pups for 

our cover shoot this issue! 

Here are some of the cheeky 

behind-the-scenes pics.

SAY
WWW iimmmpplllyy llloooovveeedddd hhhhaannggiinngg cheese
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A huge thank you goes 

once again to the lovely 

Yvonne from Siobahn 

German Shepherds 

for letting us play with 

her adorable puppies 

during this shoot. For 

more information, visit 

siobahnkennels.com 

“I like mine black, no sugar.”

“I make this thing look cool, not 

the other way around.”

y PETS| P

“Hehe they thought I was so cold they gave me this blanket, but guess what? I wasn’t!”

“Talk to the paw ‘cause this 
face is just too cute!”

“I am the master of wizardry! 

Harry Potter ain’t got nothing on me.”
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Looking for a new pet but 
not sure what to get?

Whether you’re after something 
furry, fuzzy, slippery, scaly 

or slimy, PETS takes the hard 
work out of choosing  your 

new family member.
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Keep an eye out for our “At a glance” 

boxes, where we rate the care and 

maintenance, grooming and exercise 

requirements of diff erent breeds and 

creatures on a scale from one to fi ve:

 Low maintenance

  Moderate maintenance

  Requires regular attention 

 Lots of work 

 High maintenance

Kids and pets
Most of the critters we feature are family-friendly, 

though it’s important to remember children should 
be supervised when playing with any animal, 
whether it’s a dog, cat, bird, bunny or reptile.

creature
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service dogs. They are trained to detect 
odours for locating people, as well as stolen 
and lost property, fi nding drugs, explosives 
and fi rearms.

MUST-DO TRAINING
Training is vital to any German Shepherd, not 
just those enlisted to protect the public. Pups 
should be trained when they are still young 
and this type of instruction ideally needs to 
be continued until the dog is at least two 
years of age.

Ross Allan is a German Shepherd trainer 
and shares some important advice for those 
looking to develop their new pup into an 
obedient companion.

“Dogs need to be extensively socialised 
before 16 weeks of age. A dog’s brain, the 
same as a human’s brain, starts fresh with 
each section of the brain working when they 
are born. When parts of the brain aren’t used 
within a certain time, the brain automatically 
shuts them down,” Ross explains.

This means, if a pup isn’t socialised by the 
time it is 16 weeks of age, the opportunity to 
gain the full potential for your dog in this area 
can be lost. Don’t worry, though, there are 
plenty of ways for you to allow your new pet 
to interact with other dogs.

“Puppies need to be taken out of their yard 
and away from any current family dog and 
given lots of walks, drives in the car and even 
visits to the local shopping centre,” Ross says. 
“If the puppy is shut away in the backyard 
through their vital early learning period, they 
may develop interaction problems or be fearful 
in new surroundings.”

GOOD GUARDIANS
Not every German Shepherd will grow up to 
be the elite guard dog you might expect. “It 
is common to have one that is a big, friendly 
canine and, by that, I mean friendly to anyone. 
They are intended to be good guardians but 
those looking specifi cally for a guard dog 
should ensure these traits already exist in the 
parents,” Ross says.

Trustworthy breeding programs being used 
by members of the German Shepherd Dog 
League in Australia have been successful in 
many areas.

“The League has been very successful in 
introducing health schemes with the view 
of consolidating and improving this breed’s 
temperament, character and body soundness,” 
League representative Reg Bonello, who has 
been breeding these impressive dogs for 
around 40 years, says.

German Shepherds can lead long and 
healthy lives. With their well-balanced 
temperaments, they make extremely 
versatile dogs.

Sharon Markich loves breeding German 
Shepherds and believes the perfect person 
for one of these smart dogs is someone who 
is looking for a devoted canine companion to 
share their life with.

“They love to play with the children and then 
go off  to herd the sheep with dad,” she says. 
“When they are young, they are very playful 
and this breed can easily adapt to changes in 
their lifestyle.” 

Grooming:  
Exercise: 
Size: Large
Lifespan: 10–14 years

At a Glance

For more information on the German 
Shepherd Dog or to contact a local breed 

club, visit your state canine council website 
via ankc.org.au  New Zealand readers can 

visit nzkc.org.nz for information.
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Named for its city of origin, the Brittany 
or Epagneul Breton is from the French 
province of Bretagne.

According to pedigree.com, in the 1850s, 
English sportsmen went to Bretagne with their 
sporting guns and well-trained Pointers and 
Setters and bred their dogs with the local dogs, 
which were later crossed with a French Pointer 
called a Braque. This ties in with the theory 
that the Brittany was originally classed as a 
Spaniel because it was thought to have been 
developed as a result of a cross between the 
English Setter and a small French Land Spaniel. 
In 1983, the Spaniel reference was offi  cially 
dropped because Spaniels mainly fl ush out 
game while Brittanys hunt, point, fl ush and 
retrieve their game.

Many believe the Brittany has been around 
since the early 19th century and was bred 
primarily as a bird hunter by peasant farmers. 

The Brittany is a truly striking breed of dog. 

With hunting in its 
blood, the Brittany 

is a multi-skilled dog 
that is easy to train. 

By Helen Frost.

JACK JACK 
OF ALL OF ALL 
TRADESTRADES

JACK 
OF ALL 
TRADES
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The breed’s size and agility allows it to quickly 
move through dense scrub and run across 
open country. What makes the Brittany unique 

is that it has not been split into show and fi eld 
lines, ensuring a rare quality of bloodline that 
maintains the breed’s ability to hunt while 
looking show-worthy at the same time.

ENJOYING AN ACTIVE LIFE
With this fascinating lineup of hunting skills, it 
goes without saying this is an intelligent breed 
that enjoys an active life. Keeping up with a 
Brittany requires someone with energy and the 
patience to train their dog from a young pup. As 
with all active dogs, this breed requires training 
to develop good manners and to learn the 
boundaries of acceptable behaviour.

Most owners will fi nd their new companion 
a bright and willing participant, but it must be 
remembered the Brittany does not respond well 
to punishment. This is a kind-natured, sensitive 
dog that responds well to positive training.

Helen Green of the Brittany Breed Club says 
it’s a good idea to keep training sessions fun and 
short to maintain the interest of your dog.

“The Brittany’s activity level makes it an ideal 
choice for someone wanting a hunting, agility, 
tracking, fl yball or obedience partner,” she says. 
The breed has recently been competing and 
earning titles in most states of Australia in the 
fi eld of agility.

“It’s nice to see an active breed with such 
a sweet and funny nature,” Helen says. “This is 
something the Brittany is certainly known for.” 

 Creature feature  |  PETS

Grooming: 
Exercise: 
Size: Medium 
Lifespan: 10–16 years

At a Glance

For more information on the Brittany 
or to contact a local breed club, visit 
your state canine council website via 

ankc.org.au New Zealand readers can 
visit nzkc.org.nz for information.

Five fast factsFive fast facts
PERSONALITY: The Brittany is generally eager 
to please and friendly. Essentially, they are 
people dogs and are extremely aff ectionate 
and loyal. Bred as working gundogs, they are 
active and need to be kept busy.
SUITABILITY: The Brittany primarily suits an 
active person who is willing to spend time 
with their dog and provide consistent training. 
Without this commitment from the owner, 
the dog can quickly become bored and 
destructive. The breed makes a great family 
pet and is very aff ectionate and intelligent. 
They’re good with children but can knock 
down a small child when they romp and play, 
so supervision is required. Young dogs can be 
very excitable and therefore inclined to jump, 
so this behaviour should never be encouraged 
as it may lead to scratches on skin.
FAVOURITE ACTIVITIES: While mental 
exercise is vital for a healthy Brittany, physical 
exercise is extremely important. Born to spend 
the day in the fi eld hunting, this dog loves 
nothing more than a good hunt or a run in 
the fi eld and a nice long swim. By providing 
your dog with daily exercise, you can help 
prevent the demise of your backyard. The 
breed enjoys being in the house or garden 
with owners; however, it is known to be quite 
the escape artist so the yard should be secure. 
The Brittany can be the ideal hunting, agility, 
tracking, obedience and fl yball partner and is 
always up for a challenge.
WATCHDOG QUALITIES: The Brittany will 
sound the alarm when a stranger appears but 
is not considered a guard dog because it’s 
very friendly.
HEREDITARY DISEASES: The breed is 
generally quite healthy; however, responsible 
breeders can now have their dogs hip-, 
elbow- and eye-scored to reduce the chances 
of hereditary diseases occurring. There have 
been some cases of epilepsy, hip dysplasia, 
glaucoma and skin allergies.
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A term coined in the UK, moggy is a 
common synonym for a domestic cat — the 
equivalent of the bitser dog, if you will. 
The Australian Cat Federation (AFC), which 
classifi es the moggy as a companion cat for 
the purposes of showing (that’s right, having 
a moggy does not preclude you from being 
involved in the cat show circuit), defi nes it as 
a non-pedigree cat of indeterminate origin; 
where one parent is known and the other 
parent is of indeterminate origin; or a pure-
bred cat without a pedigree. Moggies are 
typically divided into long-haired and 
short-haired domestics.

There’s a range of theories behind the 
name moggy — some say it’s derived from 
the word mongrel, while others think it comes 
from the name Margaret or Maggie, a term once 
used to describe a dishevelled old woman. In 
his book Cat World, author Desmond Morris 
says the name spread to cats by the start of 
the 20th century.

May  www.facebook.com/petsmagazine

Tossing up between a 
pedigree cat and the 
non-specifi c moggy? 
Mel Hearse takes a 

look at all this fabulous 
feline has to off er.

The moggy is the most common type of companion cat in Australia.
oogge mmThTHE THE 

MAGNIFICENT MAGNIFICENT 
MOGGYMOGGY

THE 
MAGNIFICENT 

MOGGY
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Considering they’re the most common type 
of companion cat in Australia, they clearly have 
much to off er. Unlike pedigree cats, the moggy 
has no defi ned appearance or temperament; 
in fact, the AFC showing guidelines state that 
while a companion cat should exhibit excellent 
temperament, a nice personality and excellent 
physical condition to show, the non-breed can 
have any coat colour, eye colour, body shape or 
coat length, though moggies are more typically 
short haired than long and enjoy good health.

HEALTHIER, HAPPIER PETS
Lack of breeding makes for low-maintenance, 
strong kitties and one of the core advantages 
of choosing a mixed breed, or moggy, is their 
robust health and personality — they are 
generally healthier than pedigree cats 
because they have a larger gene pool to call 
on, meaning no inherent genetic problems 
to look out for. They also tend to have more 
balanced, well-rounded personalities and 
are easy to groom — most will self-groom 
quite happily. 

Another key benefi t is the cost — they are 
cheaper to acquire and the lack of health 
issues means less in the way of vet bills — 
though take care to keep them indoors as 
much as you can, as being outdoors increases 
their odds of fi ghting with other cats, which 
can lead to abscesses. These are large, pus-
fi lled sores that typically occur following a 
bite from another cat. Cats’ mouths are full 
of bacteria and the puncture wound from a 
fi ght gives the bacteria a one-way ticket 
under the skin. 

If your cat is outdoors a lot or involved in a 
fi ght, you can watch out for her by checking 
her skin and looking for soft, squishy spots — 
though be warned, abscesses pop easily and 
the smell from the pus is generally pungent! If 
you do fi nd your moggy develops an abscess, 
take him to the vet promptly for treatment 
as an improperly healed abscess can lead to 
reoccurring issues for your cat. 

Also, of course, spaying or neutering your 
cat is recommended, as is ensuring she is 
microchipped and has a tag with your current 
contact details on it. 

HOUSING, FEEDING AND CARE
As with any breed of cat, your moggy will be 
happiest if allowed free rein in your home and 
around family members. Depending on their 
nature, which will be as unique to them as with 
any type of cat, moggies may be aff ectionate 
and demand plenty of your time or they may 
be aloof and come in only when they want 
something. If you’d like a guarantee on their 
temperament, plenty of moggies wind up in 
shelters through no fault of their own and are 
typically house trained and come with 
a detailed personality profi le. 

When bringing your cat home, talk to the 
shelter or person you got your kitty from 
about her previous diet, as sticking to this or 
introducing changes slowly will help reduce 
the likelihood of stomach upsets. Also, ask 
to see proof of all vaccinations and other 
treatments, including worming and fl ea 
prevention, and take these details and your 
newest family member along to your vet for 
a thorough check-up and top-up of any that 
may be due. 

If you have a busy home, make sure there is 
a spot where your cat can enjoy some peace, 
with an enclosed space of some kind (you can 
pick up fabric cat houses for as little as $10 at 
discount shops), perhaps up high if you have 
young kids that might put their hands in your 
cat’s home when they want to play. If you 
already have a cat or dog, or any other pet, 
choosing a kitten may cause less social confl ict 
than with an adult. Also, spend some time 
playing with your intended new pet to ensure 
her personality is likely to suit the current 
residents of your home.  

Grooming:  
Size: Varies
Weight: Varies
Lifespan: Up to 14 years
Cost: From $200 through shelters

At a Glance
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But there’s plenty more to the Clydesdale 
than just good looks. “I love the versatility of 
the Clydesdale horse,” Aimee Deakin, secretary 
of the Western Australian branch of the 
Commonwealth Clydesdale Horse Society, says.

“This horse can off er endless hours of 
pleasure rides, compete in dressage, jumping 
or even eventing competitions, pull fallen trees 
out of the way on your property, pull a wagon 
or carriage — there is no end to their talents. 
Their working horse mentality creates a willing 
partner in whatever discipline you choose.

“They are also so majestic. I could never tire of 
the sight of them running down the paddock at 
feed time — it is a beautiful thing.”

Aimee has personally been involved with 
Clydesdales since 2012, but grew up with stories 
from her grandfather, who used the horses to 
pull his tug-boat along the canals in Yorkshire, 
England, to deliver stock feed and heavy goods 
to rural properties.

“The Clydesdale of the past would have 
worked from dawn until dusk, ploughing, 
transporting and generally assisting with the 

There’s something undeniably beautiful about 
the calm, gentle and majestic Clydesdale. 
Whether they’re pulling a horse-drawn 
carriage to a wedding, lugging a brewery 
wagon at a promotional event or just grazing 
lazily in a paddock, these magnifi cent animals 
just seem to draw the eye.

The majestic 
Clydesdale horse is 
so much more than 
just a willing worker. 

Tim Falk reports.

The Clydesdale is undeniably beautiful.MANE OFMANE OF
MAJESTYMAJESTY
MANE OF 
MAJESTY
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daily work on rural properties or delivering 
beer, milk, bread etc within the towns and 
cities,” Aimee explains. “Today’s Clydesdales 
have a much easier life for sure. As working 
animals, they can be seen in this day and age 
at ploughing competitions, giving wagon rides, 
pulling wedding carriages or brewery wagons at 
promotional events.”

Clydesdales are perhaps the most easily 
recognisable horse breed around, known not 
only for their looks but also their generally steady 
temperament. “There is something very special 
about the Clydesdale breed. They are generally 
very kind, calm and trainable,” Aimee says.

“However, each horse has his or her own 
personality — what works for one may not work 
for another. We have fi ve Clydesdales in our 
family and one is quite spooky and gets anxious 
at shows. Another is practically bomb-proof and 
the others are somewhere in-between. I have 
found that the Clydesdale horse needs a job; 
they are very much a working breed.”

RIGHT FOR YOU?
There’s certainly a lot to love about these 
beautiful animals, but could the Clydesdale be 
the right pet for you? Before you can answer this 
question, we need to take a look at what it takes 
to own a Clydesdale.

“Clydesdale horses tend to be less complicated 
than other breeds, such as thoroughbreds for 
example, and can be a great companion for the 
right owner. I have found that the Clydesdale 
horse gets on with other horses and animals, 
such as goats and sheep, really well,” Aimee says.

She also says that a high-fi bre diet, featuring 
very little grain but lots of quality hay, is essential. 
“People often assume that because of their 
huge size, Clydesdales require a lot of feed. Our 
Clydesdales are all ‘good doers’, meaning they do 
very well on a fairly minimal diet,” Aimee explains.  

“Our main issue has been keeping the 
Clydesdales from becoming too fat. We do this 
by daily exercising them and reducing their 
hard feed as necessary, at the same time 
providing good pasture or hay. This seems 
to work really well.”

In addition to the general equine care that 
all horses require, the Clydesdale requires good 
attention to its feet. Because of their size, good 

hoof care is essential. For show animals, taking 
care of the feather (the long lower-leg hair) is 
also important, while feather mites and greasy 
heal can cause problems.

Because the Clydesdale tends to have a white 
blaze and pink nose, it is important to provide 
it with protection from the sun in summer. And 
due to the Clydesdale’s use as a working horse, 
owners also need to watch out for arthritis and 
lameness problems.

If you’re new to Clydesdales, Aimee 
recommends seeking out help from 
a knowledgeable source such as the 
Commonwealth Clydesdale Horse Society 
(CCHS), who would be happy to assist any new 
owners. The CCHS holds clinics and events with 
a view to educating its members and helping 
them enjoy their Clydesdale horses.

“The Clydesdale horse would benefi t from an 
owner who is willing to spend the time to train and 
work the horse in the job most suited to them,” 
Aimee says. “I fi rmly believe that the Clydesdale is 
a ‘working’ horse and for their mental health alone 
should be allowed to fulfi l that for which they have 
essentially been bred. The Clydesdale owner needs 
to be prepared to ensure they have the space, 
time and fi nancial means to properly care for these 
majestic creatures.”

If that sounds like you, the Clydesdale could 
very well be the perfect companion.  

Grooming:  
Size: 17 hands tall (approx. 1.73m)Weight: 800kg
Lifespan: 20–30 years
Cost: $4000+

At a Glance

Want to know more?
To fi nd out more about this 

beautiful breed of horse, visit 

clydesdalehorse.com.au

years
ost: $4$4$$$$$$$4000000++4$4$4$4$$4$$$4$4$4$$$4$4$4444000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000++++++++++++++++++
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Unlike a regular goat, which is bred as 
livestock, the mini goat was developed 
purely as a companion animal.

The new kid on the block in terms of goat 
breeds, the Australian miniature goat has 
been around for 20 years. Sam Doyle-Cox from 
Kawinkidink Miniature Goat Stud says the breed 
emerged after breeders sourced diff erent small 
goats and selectively bred them. “Over the years, 
they were able to slowly bring down the height 
and lock in those small genes,” she says.

FRIENDLIEST OF ALL
The miniature goat comes in many diff erent 
colours and breed types and Sam believes 
they make great pets because they’re small, 
manageable and very friendly. “They are 
inquisitive and love being around people.” One 
of Sam’s miniatures, Captain Jack Sparrow, 
is very special to her. “He has a beautiful 
personality,” she says. “He broke his leg when he 
was a baby and we almost lost him. Now he’s all 

Smaller than its 
predecessor, the mini 
goat is a companion 

with a diff erence. 
By Carrol Baker.

The mini goat can make a pretty cute pet.

PINT-PINT-
SIZED PETSIZED PET
PINT-

SIZED PET
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grown up and has been awarded champion at 
many shows.”

Goats are herd animals, which means they 
need the company of other goats, so Sam 
says she only sells goats in pairs. She believes 
wethers (desexed boys) make ideal pets as 
“they have a very sweet and friendly nature”. 
Does (female goats) also make good pets but 
they’re harder to come by. Boys or bucks can be 
a little smelly, according to Sam. “They spray on 
themselves; the female goats think it’s nice but 
it’s not so nice for humans. It’s a bit stinky.”

BOTTLE-FED BABIES
If you can, it’s a good idea to get a bottle baby, 
as they are used to being nurtured by humans. 
A bottle baby is a kid goat that’s been taken 
from its mother from when it’s a few days to two 
weeks old and drinks a milk replacement from 
a bottle. 

Miniature goats are usually dehorned when 
they are a few days old — their tiny horn buds 
are cauterised so that they don’t accidentally 
poke and hurt someone or get their horns stuck 
in a fence.

They are very playful and you can also train 
them to walk on lead. You can bathe your goat 
using mild horse shampoo, rinsing thoroughly 
and then towelling your goat dry. If you have a 
long-haired miniature, give him a brush every 
now and then.

GOBBLING GOATS
Goats love to eat anything they can and the 
miniature will decimate a vegie patch and your 
rose bushes in a very short space of time, so you 
need to make sure your goat is securely fenced 
in. You should have around a quarter-acre grassy 
paddock for a pair of goats. The best kind of 
fencing is chicken wire that’s 1.2m high, with 
no gaps to the ground. An electric fence is also 
suitable — run the wire across and your goat 
will learn very quickly to stay away from the 
fence line, Sam says.

The miniature goat likes nibbling on grass 
that’s got a bit of length to it. Sam suggests, if 
you have the room, to rotate the goats on two 
paddocks. And you won’t need to mow the 
grass — your goat will do it for you.

Minis need quality grassy hay to keep 

their tummies working properly, along with 
supplement feed comprised of a mix of chaff  
and lucerne, dairy pellets, bran and a mineral 
salt lick. They also love apple, pumpkin and 
carrots, but there are things they shouldn’t eat 
— ask your breeder for a list of what they can 
and can’t eat.

ONGOING CARE
Despite being a fairly new breed, miniature 
goats are very robust and long lived. Regular 
worm treatment for internal parasites (four times 
a year), having their feet trimmed every six to 
eight weeks and ongoing vaccinations (an eight-
week vaccination, another one month later and 
every six months after that) are part of their care.

There are a couple of diseases that goats 
may be prone to, including Caprine arthritis 
encephalitis (CAE) and Johne’s disease. Sam 
recommends acquiring your mini from a 
registered breeder who has a herd that has 
been tested to avoid any problems.

PETS WITH BENEFITS
You can milk some breeds of miniature goats 
— imagine fresh, creamy milk on your breakfast 
cereal each morning. They’ll produce around 
1–2L a day. You can also get really creative and 
turn their milk into cheese or soap.

CAN YOU KEEP A GOAT?
Goats can’t be kept in all locations. Check 
with your local council and the Department of 
Primary Industries (DPI) to see if you are in an 
area that allows goats as pets. 

Grooming:  
1–4 (depends on the breed)
Size: Small
Weight: Girls 40kg; boys 50kg
Cost: From $250 +
Longevity: 15 years 

At a Glance
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Solutions on page 97

SPOT THE
DIFFERENCE

Can you spot the eight differences between 
these two aquarium pictures?



CopRice Lucky Layer is a perfectly balanced 
and complete pelleted feed providing all of your 
hen’s daily nutritional requirements.

It uses the finest ‘natural’ ingredients with 
added vitamins, minerals, and trace nutrients, 
including high quality vegetable proteins to 
supply essential amino acids, great for egg 
production and size.

CopRice Lucky Layer is a vegetarian feed 
using only cereal and vegetable protein 
sources to deliver high quality protein to the 
free range hen.

CopRice Lucky Layer has no added 
hormones or antibiotics and contains an egg 
yolk pigmenter, derived from the marigold 
flower.

www.coprice.com.au

100% Vegetarian

Natural*
No added hormones

or Antibiotics High in 
essential oils

CopRice donates
a percentage from the 

sale of every bag of
Lucky Layer™ to help

the RSPCA carry out 
its vital work.

No artificial 
yolk pigmenter

Perfect for your backyard hen

Lucky Layer™

* With added vitamins, minerals and trace nutrients.  CopRice is a division of Ricegrowers Limited, trading as SunRice. CR0618LL.
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MAZE
Help the octopus find his friend the starfish. 
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The Ragdoll Cat makes a wonderful 
addition to any family due to its 
laid back nature and devotion to 
his/her owner makes this special 
feline truly beautiful inside and out. 
If you think a Ravera Ragdoll kitten 

is a perfect addition to your 
family don’t hesitate to contact 
us for further details in regards 
to our waiting list or current 
babies. Warning Ragdolls can 
be quite addictive.

Phone: 0407 859 691

Breeders of the 
Beautiful Ragdoll Cat. 
This unique Feline truly 
is beautiful inside & out.
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Solutions on page 97

FIND-A-WORD
Can you spot the 16 ocean animals hidden 
in the below find-a-word? Words can go up, 

down, forwards, backwards, diagonal or 
backwards diagonal, so get searching now!



 Kidzone  |  PETS
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DOLPHINDOLPHIN

HERMIT HERMIT 
CRABCRAB

ORCAORCA

GREAT WHITE GREAT WHITE 
SHARKSHARK

FUR SEALFUR SEAL

ANGELFISHANGELFISH

CRABCRAB

OCTOPUSOCTOPUS

STARFISHSTARFISH

TURTLETURTLE

WHALE WHALE 
SHARKSHARK

SEA LIONSEA LION

HUMPBACK HUMPBACK 
WHALEWHALE

CLOWNFISHCLOWNFISH

DUGONGDUGONG

EELEEL



Wet Muddy Dog Goes In >
Dry Clean Dog Comes Out <
• Dries and Cleans your Wet Muddy dog in minutes! 
• Peels off Mud/Sand and Traps it in the Bag
• Super Absorbant! 2 minutes in the bag is all it takes
• Use it in the back of the Car after a long walk in the 

rain and mud or after a bath/shower or swim
• Shakes out Clean and Machine Washable
• No more Wet Stinky Towels!
• Compact for easy storage in the car, caravan, linen 

cupboard or garage
• As seen at Crufts in the UK. Now available here in 

Australia

www.doggybag.net.au    sue@doggybag.net.au
and New Zealand

Coupon Code: petsmag17 - 10% discount applies to the total product order, not shipping. Coupon expiry: 6th of June
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FIND-A-WORD

By Peter Clarke

W H A L E S H A R U E F O H E R

A D U G O N H E R M I T C R A B

L A B E G C S I T C R A B H C M

A D O L P H I N I U M P B A C A

R S E A R A F C E K W H A L E C

W F U H B A N G E L F I S H L O

H L E W O C W T L R T W N S T A

A S T K Y O O L E O R R S R N F

L D T C P U L L G N O G U D O I

E I O A S W C A E S H F P T I S

S L P B R A R K G R E U O H L H

H H I P L F A T W H I R T T A A

A N T M E R I Y T E S S C U E N

R U R U A B B S H A R E O R S G

K R A H S E T I H W T A E R G R

K H U M P B A C K W A L F I S L

SOLUTIONSLUTIONSSLUTIONSLUTIONOLUTIONSSSSSSSSS

PETS 68
PETS 68

ON SALE MAY 18, 2017

BIRD AVIARY 
ESSENTIALSESSENTIALS

SHARING THE BED SHARING THE BED 
WITH YOUR DOGWITH YOUR DOG
Should you be 

doing it?

SPOT THE
DIFFERENCE

1. Pump tube moved  
2. Fish larger  3. Extra fish  

4. Stripe on clownfish  
5. Plant missing leaf  

6. Extra rock  7. Extra plant 
8. Base of aquarium.

© Lovatts Publications© Lovatts Puzzles

MAZE
MAGIC

1. Entry into the competition implies full acceptance of all conditions of entry, including the 
instructions on how to enter. 2. Entry is open to all residents of Australia and New Zealand. 
Employees and immediate families of the promoter, associated companies and agencies 
associated with this promotion are ineligible to enter. 3. Entries close with last mail and email 
on June 1, 2017, unless stated otherwise. The entries will be judged by the PETS editorial 
team and the winner(s) will be selected on June 15, 2017. The winners will be notifi ed 
by mail, email or telephone. 4. Write the competition name on the front of the envelope 
and send to PETS magazine, Locked Bag 154, North Ryde NSW 1670 or enter via our 
website at petsmagazine.com.au 5. Prize(s) will be delivered to winners within four (4) 
weeks of notifi cation of winning. Prize(s) are not transferable or redeemable for cash. 6. The 
prize must be collected within one (1) calendar year from the date a winner is chosen. If the 
prize is not claimed within this time, the competition is deemed invalid and the prize will be 
forfeited. 7. Prizes are subject to availability, not transferable or exchangeable and cannot be 
taken as cash. Any change in value of the prize(s) is not the responsibility of the promoter. 
8. The judge’s decision is fi nal and no correspondence will be entered into. Prizes will be 
awarded on the basis of merit. Chance plays no part in determining the winners. 9. All entries 
become the property of the promoter. The entries may be entered into a database for future 
promotional, marketing and publicity purposes, unless otherwise stated by the entrants. If 
you do not wish to be entered into this database, please indicate this on your envelope. 
This will not exclude you from entry to the competition. Please see privacy note below for 
further information. 10. No responsibility is accepted for lost, misdirected or delayed mail. 
11. If you do not wish to receive information about similar publications/services from 
Universal Magazines or carefully vetted third parties, please write either of the following 
statements on your envelope, depending on your preference: I am happy to receive future 
off ers from PETS magazine and carefully vetted third parties OR Please do not send me any 
further mail that does not relate to this competition. Privacy Note: With your permission, 
your details may be recorded so we can send you information about similar publications/
services from Universal Magazines or carefully vetted third parties. Universal Magazines is 
committed to National Privacy Principles. We do not sell data to list brokers. If you wish to see 
our policy, go to universalshop.com.au and look under privacy or call us on (02) 9887 0339. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS...

COMING UP...
in the next issue of in the next issue of petspets
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WHAT’S SO GREAT WHAT’S SO GREAT 
ABOUT GECKOS?ABOUT GECKOS?
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BETTA BUBBLE 
AQUARIUM
A lovely design piece that also makes a 
great home for pet fi sh, the Betta Bubble 
aquarium is a beauty. The perfect fi rst 
aquarium for budding fi sh enthusiasts, it 
features a crystal-clear bowl with a stylised 
base as well as a hood with LED light, 
convenient feeding hole and an on/off  

switch. The tank is 6-inches wide x 7-inches 
high x 6-inches deep and is ideal for housing 
one Betta fi sh. However, when acquiring 
your pet fi sh, always 
ask your retailer for 
guidance in choosing 
the right fi sh for your 
size aquarium.

For more 
information, visit 
tetra-fi sh.com

OCTOPUS BALL
Treat your best friend with a fun new toy 
that does just about everything! Throw, fl ing, 
tug or roll it — the Octopus Ball will have 
every dog wagging his tail like mad! 

Dog owners will love watching their dogs 
use up all that boundless energy chasing, 
catching and tossing it in the air. Not only 
can you throw, fl ing, roll or play tug-of-

war with it, but the Octopus Ball’s unique 
shape and nubbed rings also allow for easy 
carrying by both dog and owner and ensure 
you can really gain some distance when 
throwing it.

Made with durable natural rubber, this toy 
is not only long lasting but the nubbed rings 
will even massage your dog’s gums while she 
holds it in her mouth. It is available in two 
sizes, small (340g, 120mm) and large (750g, 
180mm), so is suitable for most dog breeds.

For more information, visit majordog.com.au

YOURS DROOLLY STAIN 
& ODOUR REMOVER 
We all know what a hassle it can be to clean 
up our pets’ messes, particularly when the 
smelly situation feels like it warrants the 
use of a hazmat mask! Thankfully, Yours Droolly 
has provided us with a solution.  

Now with new packaging but with the 
same great formula, the company’s Stain & 
Odour Remover is suitable for use on carpets, 
hard fl oors and fabrics. Unlike common 
chemical cleaners, Yours Droolly 
doesn’t mask stains and odours but 
actually removes them completely. 
The professional-strength formula 
takes care of tough stains and removes 
pet pheromones so they won’t soil 
in the same spot. Made in Australia, 
Yours Droolly Stain & Odour Remover is 
available from all good pet specialty stores.

For more information, visit masterpet.com
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 SEVERE STAIN & ODOR REMOVER

DUAL ACTION STAIN & ODOR REMOVER
FORMULA
OXY

ULA

THE ULTIMATE PET ODOR ELIMINATOR 

DESTROYER
3in1 ODOR
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